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Crappie Clubs....38

Opening Cast
 It’s really hard to believe and 
you’ll be surprised, too, by Vernon 
Summerlin’s recipes in this issue 
of CrappieNow. He has three 
great recipes. Although that may 
surprise a lot of readers that’s not 
the surprising part I was referring 
to. He also threw in one of his 
favorite in-the-boat sammiches 
that he says is mouth-watering 
good. It includes bananas, Spam, and other stuff that 
doesn’t matter after mentioning Spam. Maybe some 
Vienna Sausages occasionally but not Spam! I burned 
out with Spam when I was young and I also made the 
mistake of reading the label. But hey, if that sounds 
good to you check out Vernon’s version of this quick 
sandwich.
 I had the opportunity to attend the Crappie 
Masters tournament at D’Arbonne Lake in Louisiana. 
The tournament was after a front, rising stained water 
and bluebird skies. The water temperatures dropped 
six to eight degrees during the week and there was 
current. Still, competitors caught fish with many teams 
having several two-plus pounders. Winning weight for 
the two-day, 14-fish tournament was 28 pounds.
Many fishermen have heard about D’Arbonne Lake but 
generally speaking, it is a hidden gem. The number of 
quality fish is almost unbelievable. Its slabs may not 
equal Grenada’s but the average size and numbers 
are outstanding.
 This is prime time in many parts of the country. I 
hope you’ve had the chance to enjoy the good fishing. 
You are welcome to send pictures of your catches to 
our magazine. No problem in showing off a little. 
 Are you getting tired of listening to the politicians? 
Just to let you know, this issue of Crappie NOW has 
no paid political announcements, you’ll not hear mud-
slinging remarks from the Republicans and Democrats, 
or from the so-called expert analysts, and you won’t 
be told how to vote. The only stretching of the truth 
might be the length of a fish, the numbers caught, or 
about the big one that got away. 

From your political-free, crappie-catching magazine, 
Good fishin’ & God Bless,
Tim Huffman

WRITERS



 You can catch crappie on any boat 
that floats. However, only a pontoon let’s 
you enjoy crappie fishing to the maximum 
with it’s open space and amenities. Truth 
is a pontoon when rigged right can be the 
ultimate crappie fishing boat. 
 Of course when anglers think of 
pontoon boats they regard them as a 
boat for weekend crappie fishermen 
with astro turf floors and coozie holders 
rigged on the railings. They are right 
when it comes to fishing from pontoons in 
crappie tournaments where how fast and 
far you travel plays a significant part in 
tournament success, however, they can’t 
be overlooked when it comes to crappie 
fishing for fun. Truth is several successful 
crappie guides take charter groups out in 
pontoons because of the advantages of 
fishing from them. 
 “I started out guiding for crappie in a 
bass boat, but quickly learned that clients 
wanted to bring more than a couple people 
on the guide trips. My bass boat didn’t 
have enough room so to accommodate 
them the only answer was to use a 
pontoon boat. That was twenty years ago 
and I have never regretted switching over 
to a pontoon boat,” said Jerry Thompson, 
Living the Dream Guide Service (www.
ltdguideservice.com) on Toledo Bend.  
 Thompson pointed out there are 
advantages and disadvantages to fishing 
for crappie out of a pontoon boat. “I love the 

fact; I have enough room for large groups 
all out in just one boat. It’s not unusual for 
a family or corporate trip where they don’t 
want to be in two boats and fishing from a 
large pontoon allows me to take them all 
at one time,” said Thompson. 
 Other advantages Thompson 
revealed was pontoons have a better, more 
stable ride since they are bigger. He went 
on to explain on his pontoon they bring 
lots more equipment like an extra cooler 
with ice to keep crappie in for cleaning. At 
times, Thomson will even bring a deckhand 
along to help with catering to the clients 
on the boat. 
 Even keeping live bait becomes 
easier in a pontoon. Thompson’s pontoon 
has one built-in livewell with an aeration 
system that keeps bait alive even in the 
summer months. He also utilizes a bucket 
style livewell when necessary. 
  On the other hand, Thompson 
revealed there was really only one 
disadvantage. “During the spawn on 
Toledo Bend it can be hard to get into 
some of the places that are stumpy and 
crappie are spawning there, but not all 
crappie spawn at once. So, we can still 
fish for the pre- and post spawn crappie in 
deep water and have very successful trips 
during that time of year.” 
 Thompson has his 25’ pontoon 
rigged with a 115 HP outboard engine to 
power him to different locations on the 
lake. Once Thompson gets to where he 
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By Brad Wiegmann



There is plenty of room for fishing 
and netting a crappie from the 
front of a pontoon. Nice fish!

By Brad Wiegmann
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Pontoon Fishing for Crappie

is going the Motorguide trolling motor 
mounted on the front deck is lowered. 
His trolling motor utilizes a proprietary 
GPS system that can guide him to a 
waypoint or lock the pontoon in one 
spot where they can fish. 
 As for anchoring, Thompson is 
adamant about not using an anchor 
out when fishing from a pontoon boat. 
“It’s been so long I don’t remember 
when I used an anchor. Over the years 
when I tried to anchor and crappie fish 
too many bad things have happened. 

The biggest issue is getting the anchor 
down and clients get their lines caught in 
it or the anchor gets in the brush pile we 
are fishing and disrupts everything. Plus 

Thompson guides from a pontoon 
because it’s safe, has a smooth ride 
and is comfortable for several family 
members or friends. His 115 motor 

pushes the ‘toon down the lake.



with the new technology 
where the trolling motor 
locks you in place there’s 
no need to drop an 
anchor,” said Thompson. 
 When it comes to 
fishing from a pontoon 
Thompson likes to keep 
it simple. “Instead of 
casting, I have found just 
dipping or dropping the 
lure or minnow straight 
down works best.”
 One other thing 
he does is use a short 
6’ fishing rod to keep 
clients from tangling 
lines or hooking each 
other. Since his clients 
aren’t casting it’s vital for 
Thompson to keep the 
pontoon in the correct 
location. To do this he 
relies on a trolling motor controlled by 
the GPS receiver and and using a hand-
held remote. This allows Thompson to 
help out his clients, bait hooks or tie 
on lures instead of having to constantly 
operate the trolling motor. 
 When it comes to where to fish, 
Thompson uses his electronics, past 
experience and season patterns to help 
him decide. It should come as no surprise 
to learn he uses down imaging to locate 
crappie before fishing. However, it’s 
brush piles located around Toledo Bend 
in key areas that are his favorite fishing 
spots. 
 “Brush piles are really important 
for my style of fishing from a pontoon 
boat. You can’t just run up and down the 
lake in a pontoon checking every spot. I 
have put brush piles in locations where 
crappie migrates to in the summer, fall, 
winter and spring,” said Thompson. 
 Depending on the time of year, 
Thompson may have his pontoon in 15- 
to 50-foot of water overtop a brush pile. 
“I normally don’t fish in less than fifteen 
foot or less of water. It seems like they 
get real skittish whenever you try fishing 

overtop of them that shallow,” said 
Thompson.
 Maybe the biggest selling point is 
cost compared to other styles of boats. 
A rigged out 20’ bass boat being used 
for crappie fishing can cost more than 
$50,000 compared to a 24’ pontoon 
costing around $26,000. Johnboats are 
another option, but they don’t offer the 
same seating, floor space or stability a 
pontoon offers.
 “You won’t get any more comfortable 
than in a pontoon boat. Clients in my 
pontoon have space to move around, 
cover from the elements like rain or sun 
and of course music,” said Thompson. 
After twenty years of guiding for crappie 
on Toledo Bend out of pontoon boat 
Thompson knows all the advantages and 
disadvantages.

Pontoon Fishing for Crappie
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- Brad Wiegmann

Fishing vertical over brushpiles is one of the 
easiest methods he can use to put fishermen 
on the fish with the fewest number of hang-

ups. 



Q: Why are fish lost?

Jim Dant, IL - had a cooler of Reelfoot crappie in the 
isle of the Grizzly Jig Show where he was visit ing with 
customers about Bobby Garland Jigs. This tournament 
f isherman says, “Hookset and slack l ine in the leaders 
are primary reasons for lost f ish. I ’ve been fishing 
a lot at Reelfoot Lake using double minnow rigs. I 
changed from a typical Capps/Coleman double-hook 
rig to putt ing the weight on bottom and shortening the 
extensions, or leaders. Putt ing the hook only two inches 
from the main l ine gives a more direct path for sett ing 
the hook. Fish I had been losing are now gett ing and 
staying hooked. My catch per bite ratio has probably 

doubled. I do set the hook f irmly but try not to go overboard with it .” 
 
Josh Gowan, LA, - , fishing guide, says, “Not netting a fish. Single poling there 
shouldn’t be many lost fish unless the bite is ultralight. The second a fish hits with 
a decent bite you should be setting the hook. Always use a net for a large crappie.” 
 
Steve Coleman, TN - , 8-t ime National Champ, says “Hookset 
is the number one reason for lost f ish. Most sets are too l ight. If 
you see a hit the f ish has it in i ts mouth. If i t ’s not a quick hookset or 
just l i f ted up instead of being set, the f ish usually won’t be caught.” 
 
John Martens, MO - tournament f isherman, says, “Nett ing. The number 
one t ime for us to lose a f ish is when it gets to the top of the water before 
the net gets under the f ish. All i t  takes is a head f l ip and it ’s off. With a 
16-foot pole and the f ish coming up way out i t  just happens sometimes.” 

Rodney Neuhaus, IL, - double Classic wins in 2015, says, “Netting and playing 
the fish. The only time I think about losing a fish is when we are tournament fishing. 
Most of the time it will happen when I have the head out of the water getting it to 
the net. That’s when they’ll shake the hook. Mentally I go to tournaments expecting 
to lose a fish so it doesn’t hurt as bad and I don’t let it bother me all day. In general, 
I believe big fish are often lost when letting them run too long, or, horsing it in too 
quickly. Keeping firm pressure without overdoing it is the key. This takes practice.” 
 
Tony Sheppard, KY, - Crappie Masters Classic Champ says, “Hookset that is too 
light. A light and limber pole needs a fast, strong hookset. We set the hook hard. For me 
part of it is because I get excited every time I get a bite, but I want to set it hard anyway 
so that’s okay. Fishermen don’t have to worry about being too hard and causing the 
hook to come out unless they really overdo it.
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 “The fish in this region of Tennessee are spawning in April, but of 
course that depends upon the water temperatures. There are many 
different ways to fish depending upon where you are fishing. At Reelfoot 
we may be using something like a 1/8-ounce Strike King jig in the old lily 
pad stubble. At Kentucky Lake it might be a double-hook minnow rig.
“One thing we do when using is a jig is match the color to the water color. 
At Kentucky Lake it will be relatively clear so a blue-clear or something 
to match a shad is good. At Grenada in the dingy water we’ll use orange-
chartreuse or something bold they can see.”  -Tim Blackley, BnM and 
Strike King pro staff.

Crappie Basics #109

Crappie Basics

Spawning
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 C rappie often move from 
shallow spawning areas out to flats 
and along mid-depth channels for their 
post-spawn pattern. When the fish 
suspend and chase shad it’s a great 
time to use trolling tactics to catch 
them. One tactic gaining popularity 
for crappie fishing is planer board 
longlining.
 
Set-Up
 This article features going 
after suspended fish with planer 
boards so starting out by rigging 
right is important. The first piece of 
equipment is electronics. No surprise 
here because electronics can be an 
important tool for reducing search 
time. Ability to quickly learn fish 
depths, find schools of shad and the 
fish themselves, and time reduce 
wasted trolling unproductive water all 
lead to more caught fish.
 An autopilot-style trolling motor 
is important so the boat will maintain 
a set course even when a fisherman 
get busy catching fish or handling 
boards. Loss of boat control for 
several seconds can lead to disastrous 
tangles. Some fishermen use a kicker 
motor or the big motor with a trolling 
plate giving all-day use without worry 
about batteries going down. The 
disadvantage of an outboard is added 
noise.
 Heavy-duty trolling racks, strong 
poles, and planer boards complete the 
set-up and will be discussed more in 
detail.
 Buying everything from scratch can 
be expensive. We will assume you’re 
using your current electronics and trolling 

motor. A very basic/econo four pole setup 
will start at $600 and include a set of poles, 
line-counter reels, a rack/holder setup, 
planer boards and a few crankbaits. An 
eight pole setup with quality products will 
likely be $1800-$2400. Any equipment 
already in use and that can double-duty 

By Tim Huffman

Trolling shallow flats can produce good crappie. 
A planer board allows a fisherman to hit shallow 
water without running over the fish with the boat.
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Planer Board Tactics

for planer boarding will quickly reduce 
the costs.

The Technique
 “Trolling planer boards is basically 
longlining on steroids,” says Dan 
Dannenmueller. He is CrappieNow’s 
publisher and a regular on the Crappie 
Masters National Tournament Trail. He 
and partner Garrett Steele have been 
experimenting with planer boards for a 
couple of years and plan to be using them 
a lot this year.
 “The boards have many advantages,” 
says Dannenmueller. “One is covering up 
to 400 feet on one pass. This helps to find 
fish but also to catch fish when they are 
really scattered. Another is the speed. For 
example, a fisherman can move boards at 
a comfortable 1.2 mph allowing a lot more 
water to be covered compared to slow 
trolling. A variety of baits can be used 
making it more versatile.”
 Steele says, “Maybe the best 
advantage of the boards is when fish are 

spooky. Getting baits out away from the 
boat is a huge advantage and leads to 
more crappie. Another advantage is that 
boards are good in windy weather when 
slow tactics like slow trolling is a problem 
due to boat control and bouncing baits. 
The boards are stable.”
 Note that fishing with boards is not 
without disadvantages. It takes practice 
and work to put boards on, put them 
out and remove them when retrieving a 
fish. They can be a pain. Also, running 
the boat and handling them after a fish 
hits requires knowing what to do. Turning 
requires a lot of room making sure there 
is not slack in any of the lines.
 “The boat driver,” says Steele, 
“has the job of keeping the lines taut. 
That’s critical. He has to watch lines, pay 
attention to the locator and watch ahead 

Dannenmueller’s trolling setup with Driftmaster 
rack/holders, BnM Silver Cat Poles and Off-

Shore Tackle Planer boards. 
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of the boat. A two-man team makes the 
technique easier but one fisherman can 
do it.”

Catching Crappie
 Typical holder setups will work but 
Dannenmueller wanted better access to 
the back of the boat. “We’ve learned we 
can work better out of the back of the 
boat with two racks verses a rod across 
the back of the boat. The pole across the 
back just gets in the way a lot. By working 
with David Baynard with Driftmaster, we 
designed custom racks that wrap around 
the back corners of the boat so we get a 
good setup but also racks that are very 
strong. That’s important when fishing 
boards. Also, the opening between the 
racks makes netting a fish much easier.”
 The team says rigging a board and 
getting it out the side of the boat is easier 
to do than explain. A newcomer can check 

out Youtube videos to see how the line is 
connected to the boards.
 “We use Off-Shore Tackle planer 
boards with flags,” says Steele. “The 
OR12 boards are durable and the flag 
provides a good strike indicator.”
 In the spring, the team focuses a lot 
on large flats between spawning areas 
and main channels. Fish get in the flats 
and suspend. Schools of shad are the 
main food source and since the baitfish 
roams around so do the crappie. Trolling 
allows a fisherman to go to the fish and 
the boards are great for catching active 
or spooky crappie.
 Dannenmueller says, “Jigs have 
been our best baits in the spring. A lot of 
jigs work when placed in front of a crappie 
but our best performer by far is the Bobby 
Garland Stroll’R. The jig has a longer 
length and a great tail action. MoGlo heads 
work great but sometimes we add Road 

Planer Board Tactics
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Runner heads to half the 
jigs and let the fish show 
us if they want a spinner. 
It’s a matter of playing 
around with different color 
combinations, jigs and 
heads to find what works 
best on a particular day. 
But for us, the Stroll’R has 
been the best trolling jig.”
 Getting any bait to the 
strike zone and keeping it 
there is critical no matter 
which bait is being used. A 
Tadpole is a diving weight 
that gets a bait down and 
keeps it down. With a 
Tadpole, a bait can be set 
to 10 feet by using 12 feet 
of line under the planer 
board, where without a Tadpole, 50 or 60 
feet might be required. Therefore, depth 

can be set more accurately especially 
when speeds change a lot.
 “Poles are 8-foot BnM Silver Cats 

Planer Board Tactics

A Johnson Shad Crank shows wear and tear but is still doing 
its job to entice fish. 



with 5500 line counter Abu-Garcia 
reels, and Gamma 10-pound line,” 
says Dannemueller. “Heavier rods 
are important because there is a lot 
of resistance when using a board. 
Pole sensitivity is not an issue.” 
 “So the process,” says Steele, 
“is to have the bait about three feet 
behind the Tadpole sinker, set the 
depth we want and clip the line to 
the board. We determine how far 
the boards will be then let them 
out. They will run in-line like little 
soldiers marching along. It’s not as 
difficult as it sounds.”
 Steele says, “The Cat rod’s 
stiffness is an advantage because 
when you reel a fish the board turns 
over and goes behind the boat. 
There can be a significant amount 
of pressure on the line. The key is 
to clear the other lines and boards 
but that is a matter of experience 
but it’s easy to learn.”
 The team works the area when 
fish are found. Additional trolling 
runs will continue in the same path if 
necessary. However, once the right 
depth and general area is found, 
the team usually find fish scattered 
and they are not restricted to one 
specific spot.
 
Early Summer/ Summer
 As the water warms fish may 
move to deeper flats and along 
deeper channels. A percentage 
of crappie will get tight to cover 
but many will suspend up over cover, a 
drop or other structure/cover. Move out 
to deeper water until the right areas are 
found where crappie are suspended and 
trolling runs can be made.
 “The great thing about the boards,” 
says Dannenmueller, “is that they can be 
fished at any depth. A board can be in 5 
feet of water with baits at 2 feet, or, they 
can be run in water 40 or 50 feet deep 
with baits at 20 feet. They are versatile 
and give trollers a big edge.”
“In the summer the best bite will likely 

switch to crankbaits. We use Johnson 
Crappie Buster Shad Cranks. The Shad 
Cranks have an excellent action and 
come in a variety of good crappie colors.”
A new wildcard bait the team uses is the 
Johnson ThinFisher. The blade bait has 
been extremely successful drawing bites 
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A planer board showing the clips for the 
board and flag. High-Vis line helps keep 
track of line even at long distances from the 

boat. 

Planer Board Tactics



when the jigs and crankbaits wouldn’t.

Other Stuff
 The team says trolling boards are 
open water tools. You can’t be in stumps 
because a hang-up includes breaking off, 
loosing a bait and Tadpole, reeling all 
poles in and going to get the board. It’s 
not practical.
 “This is a great way to fish when 
it’s windy out in the open waters,” says 
Dannemueller. “The boards cut through 
the waves and allow fishing to continue 
when slow trolling can’t be done.”
 “Heavy fishing pressure or boat 
traffic is a problem. The boards cover a 
wide path. It can be done but the logistics 
of keeping boards closer to the boat, 
watching lines and watching for other 
boats becomes a disadvantage.”
 He says it’s versatile because either 
crankbaits or jigs can be used. They can 

also be used in combinations. 
 “There are a number of boards on 
the market that can be used. We prefer 
Off-Shore because they are tough and 
stable. They don’t wobble. A new Off-
Shore board is coming out very soon that 
is a little smaller and will be great for 
crappie fishing.”

Manufacturers Mentioned:
BnM Pole Co.  www.bnmpoles.com
Bobby Garland www.bobbygarlandcrappie.com 
Driftmaster www.driftmaster.com 
Off-Shore Tackle www.offshoretackle.com 
Gamma Line www.gammafishing.com 
Abu-Garcia www.abugarcia.com 
Johnson Fishing www.johnsonfishing.com 
Road Runner  www.ttiblakemore.com 
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- Tim Huffman

10/30-31/15 Fall
11/28/15 Fall
Tentative TBA 2016
01/28-29/16
02/27/16
Tentative TBA 2016
03/11-12/16
03/18-19/16
03/25-26/16
04/02/16
04/08-09/16
04/15-16/16
04/23/16
04/29-30/16
05/14/16
TBA
TBA

Lake Cumberland, KY
Cresnt/Dead Lakes, FL
Cresnt/Dead Lakes, FL
Lake Talquin, FL
Lake Logan Martin, AL
Clarks Hill Lake, GA
Weiss Lake, AL
Lake of Egypt, IL
Old Hickory Lake, TN
Cherokee Lake, TN
Lake Cumberland, KY
Grand Lk St. Marys, OH
Cave Run, KY
Green River Lake, KY
Patoka Lake, IN
Mississinewa Lake, IN
Lake Shelbyville, IL www.crappieusa.com

2016
Schedule of Events

Crappie USA
125 Ruth Ave.

Benton, KY 42025
270-395-4204

Kentucky Barkley Lakes, Paris, TN 
October 28 & 29, 2016

Hosted by Henry County Alliance
visit: www.RetireParis.com

2016 Crappie USA Classic

Planer Board Tactics
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Cool gear that’s catching!
Mr. Crappie Premium Line

  Low memory; high abrasion resistance

  Special softeners for superb performance

  HiVis, Camo and Clear - 4, 6, 8 and 10 lb.

  Available in Mega Spool and Mega Bulk

Mr. Crappie Spinning Reels

  Strong graphite body and rotor

  Double anodized aluminum spool

  Zero Reverse one-way clutch

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Spinning Combo

  Smooth 2-ball bearing system

  Thin, compact gear box

  Pre-spooled with Mr. Crappie HiVis line

  Graphite composite rods with split grip handle

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Rods

  Premium graphite blanks     Lightweight EVA grips     Aluminum oxide guides

www.mrcrappie.com

 I t ’ s  s p a w n  t i m e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  s t a t e s  b u t  d o w n  s o u t h 
w h e r e  I ’ m  a t  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  i t ’ s  p o s t - s p a w n .  W e  a r e  l o o k i n g 
f o r  f i s h  t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  i n  s h a l l o w  w a t e r  a n d  t h o s e  t h a t 
h a v e  m o v e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  b a n k .  T h e  f i s h  a r e  a c t i v e 
a g a i n  a n d  r e a d y  t o  e a t  s o  t h e r e  c a n  b e  s o m e  e x c e l l e n t 
f i s h i n g  f u n  d o w n  h e r e .  S t a r t  s e a r c h  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c s 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  b e  a t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d e p t h s .  O n c e  y o u 
z e r o  i n  o n  t h e  s t r i k e  z o n e ,  t h e  f i s h  s h o u l d  b e  i n  t h a t 
s a m e  d e p t h  a l l  o v e r  t h e  l a k e .  
J o s h  G o w a n ,  g u i d e ,  L a k e  D a r b o n n e

Crappie Basics #110

Crappie Basics

Post-Spawn in the South
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HOW TO?

Crappie NOW How To Planer 
Boards



HOW TO?

BnM Brian Carter Tip of the Month
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by Jonny Hawkins
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by Jonny Hawkins



 Here in the farm country 
of eastern Pennsylvania 
we spend at least one 
day a year slaving over a 
big copper kett le making 
a voluminous patch of 
apple butter. The orange-
burnished kett le that 
I own has come down 
through generations and 
I know stories that date 
back before the days of 
European immigration. 
And that’s one kind of 
kett le, but I ’m sure you’l l 
be more interested in the 
second one.

Kettle Lakes
 Then there are a 
couple of other days per 
annum when another kind 
of Pennsylvania kett le 
becomes important. This 
is when I travel west of 
my home to f ish what 
geologists call a “kett le 
lake.” One particular 
kett le, called Conneaut 
Lake (roughly pronounced 
con-EE-auht), is an 
astoundingly beautiful and 
productive crappie water. 
When I f ish the kett le 
Conneaut I know I’ l l  be 
working jade clear water 
where the crappie, in their 
black and si lver splendor, 
are so deeply colored as to 
rival a midnight rainbow.  
 So happens Conneaut 
is one of three kett le lakes 
I have f ished east of the Rockies, from 
New York to Iowa, and each one, for 
i ts size and substance, is an excellent 
crappie f ishery.

20  Crappie NOW  April 2016

When pursuing crappie in the shallow flats 
of five feet or less, the key is to stay off the 

fish for success like this.



  One kett le, Artist Lake on 
Long Island, New York, feels l ike an 
overgrown farm pond in size, just 30 
acres; Conneaut in Crawford County, 
Pa. is 925-acres while the largest I ’ve 
worked, Clear Lake in Iowa, is nearly 
3,700 acres. 
 Each is scientif ical ly known as a 
kett le lake or a “kett le hole” and while 
the appellation doesn’t mean they 
have any connection to apple butter, 
i t  does mean they were all  formed by 
tremendous geologic forces in the last 
Ice Age.
 Kett les are formed in number of 
ways. However, they have in common 
a retreating glacier that leaves behind 
a gargantuan block of ice. This block 
is buried by sediment and then melts, 
forming the lake’s key depression and 
originally f i l l ing it  with water.  

 By their nature kett le lakes — and 
there are many across America — do 
not have an outlet or an inlet, although 
in modern t imes some have man-made 
dams used to contain and raise the 
water level. Typically kett le lakes are 
surrounded by wetlands — or were 
before the wetlands were ignorantly 
drained — and they are ground-water 
infused. Large kett le lakes certainly 
obtain most of their H2O holdings not 
from precipitation but from underground 
springs. If the wetlands sti l l  exist, as at 
Conneaut, the marshes are infused by 
seepage from the nearby kett le lake.
 It would be nice to say that 
structurally al l  kett le lakes are similar, 
but they are not. Though some have 
comparable construction each has its 
own idiosyncrasies which render them 
sui generis. 
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Crappie in a Kettle



 In the category of comparable 
factors, kett le lakes hold very clear 
water — an important consideration 
when fishing —  and often have 
substantial humps that r ise from the 
deepest bottoms to within a few feet of 
the surface. Large kett le lakes usually 
have a very deep basin. Of course, al l 
of these elements relate to how kett le 
lakes are crappie f ished. 
 Now that the geology lesson is 
over let me tel l  you how to be successful 
on kett le lakes, using Conneaut as the 
prime example.

Catching Fish
 Understand that on kett le lakes 
there is no such thing as bumping the 
stumps because there are no leftover 
stumps; also you won’t be hugging 
channels when fishing kett le lakes 
because there are hardly any channels 

on these ancient glacial forms. Fishing 
bridge pil lars or bridge abutments is 
also generally out as few kett le lakes 
are crossed by roads and bridges. All 
of this l imits the techniques and ploys 
that contemporary crappie anglers 
use. Also crappie act, or travel, 
differently on kett le lakes than they do 
on manmade impoundments or giant 
natural lakes.    
 In kett le lakes crappie wil l ,  of 
course, move to the shallows to spawn, 
but on most kett le lakes these shallows 
are not located around the shoreline 
edges. On kett les the majority of 

You can’t say that a crappie isn’t beautiful. 
Some of the best black crappie often come 

from the clearest waters.
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Crappie in a Kettle



spawning crappie wil l  be found on the 
extensive shallow flats away from the 
shorelines.
 Typically, kett le lakes are 
extensively developed — real estate 
wise. The lakes have existed a 
long t ime so the shores are usually 
privately owned. With this hominid 
development comes docks and riprap 
walls. Continuing with Conneaut as 
an example, i ts docks are not in deep 
water — and the shoreline landscape 
has been so altered — so its docks are 
not the best spawning areas.
  Because of this, anglers targeting 
pre-spawn and spawn crappies should 
look to shallow flats away from man-
made construction. But do not read 
“shallow flats” to mean shoreline f lats. 
Instead, spaces along the f irst major 
drop-off out from shore are a kett le’s 
shallow flats and are key spawning 
sites on these lakes. 
 If  there are wetlands bordering a 
kett le lake then the shallows leading 
up to the swamps, with an assortment 
of dry spits, small grass islands and all 
the customary swamp-edge features 
become important spawning areas.
 Now in f ishing, when you can 
f ind shallow spawning areas in water 
less than f ive-feet deep, you shouldn’t 
continually r ide over the sites with your 
boat. Instead quietly posit ion the craft 
inside the f lat, adjusting as necessary, 
or stay just outside the f lat and cast to 
i t . 
 When pursuing crappie on shallow 
flats — those only f ive feet deep or 
less — the key is not to repeatedly 
motor over the f ish. You should work 
them by simpler means such as casting 
a f ixed or sl ip bobber with a j ig and 
soft plastic or init ial ly attacking the 
spawning shallows with a hard stickbait 
or crankbait through the nest area.
  If  you’re handy with a f ly rod, 
casting l ightly weighted streamers on 
spawning f lats is a dynamite technique. 
I ’ve left the spawning shallows of 

Conneaut after several hours with a 
f ly rod thinking I just experienced an 
unparalleled day of crappie f ishing. 
 However for most anglers the vast 
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Crappie in a Kettle

Kettle lakes can produce nice crappie. This 
action should run from now through the fall.



Crappie in a Kettle
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majority of spring catches are made 
casting a bobber and j ig and working 
the j ig back to the boat with a tr icky set 
of stop-and-go retrieves.
 The bulk of crappie f ishing on 
kett le lakes wil l  take place post-spawn 
and throughout the summer and into 
the fal l .  This is where another element 
of kett le lake construction comes into 
play. Now it ’s al l  about f inding mid-
lake structure — and in the shank of 
summer structure with weeds.
 For the most part, the sought after 
structure is not man-made but nature-
created construction. Frequently kett le 
lakes are graced with tower or dome-
like humps that r ise considerably from 
the depths. The humps were formed 
by the way the glacier ice was kicked 
around or the sediment f lowed against 
the chips-off-the-old-block. 
 The best of these humps rise close 
to the surface.
 For those who regularly f ish 
Conneaut there are at least eight known 
humps across the 925-acre lake. They 
range from projections that ascent from 
a 50-to-75-foot bottom to within 20-
to-5 feet of the surface. Across their 
tops some are no bigger than a mid-
size truck while one I know stretches 
for some l inear 150 yards. A couple 
of the Conneaut humps have “secret 
names” so that those possessing local 
knowledge can refer to them quickly 
and clandestinely. I heard about a 
similar named structure on Clear Lake. 
(The difference is that Clear Lake has 
a maximum depth of just 30 feet so its 
humps are not as pronounced.)
 On all  kett le lakes it is either 
the depressions or the humps that 
are key post-spawn, summer and fal l 
structures. On Conneaut i t  is both the 
pinnacles and the steep or sloping 
sides that hold three-season crappie.
 Two good ways to work these 
places are by quietly drift ing over the 
target areas or else by anchoring off 
to the sides, then casting onto the 

humps. The speed of the wind and the 
wind direction wil l  determine which of 
the two ploys is better. I ’ve been with 
some pro crappie anglers on Conneaut 
who edged the humps with a spider-
rigged boat; they did okay. But by and 
large those keeping their distance and 
casting to the humps did better.
 Once again, f ixed and sl ip bobbers 
tethered to j igs are a winning technique. 
Depending on how the crappie are 
reacting, the j igs are adorned with either 
soft plastics or minnows. Also effective, 
at least init ial ly, are crankbaits and 
small st ickbaits.
 The bottom l ine on kett le lakes is 
that simple tactics are often best. When 
making apple butter in a copper kett le, 
i t ’s the quality of the apples that’s key; 
on kett le lakes pick the apples, and the 
crappie, with care. 

- By Vic Attardo
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- By Vic Attardo

By Rodney Neuhaus

 “Spring is a great time to catch crappie in shallow water. 
That’s what people think of this time of year. However, don’t be 
afraid to go a little deeper. A lot of cover and structure is over-
looked by many people who are just thinking about shallow water. 
Use electronics for checking coves, ditches or whatever you’re 
fishing. Electronics will show you what’s under the boat. Cover 
just out from spawning areas can be great places to catch good 
crappie. Not all crappie go shallow at one time.
 “You can use your favorite technique, but I’ll be single pol-
ing. Unless I’m in a tournament when multiple poles are needed 
to compete, I’ll be jigging with one pole just because, at least to 
me, it’s the most fun way to fish.”  

Rodney Neuhaus, from IL, is half of the 2015 Crappie USA and Crappie Masters Clas-
sic Championship team. Sponsors include Road Runner, BnM, Lowrance and others.

Tip of the Month: More Than Shallow Water
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 This month we’re taking two of  our crappie recipes on a European tour. 
In France we’re f ix in ’ a golden crusted baked f ish,  cal led au grat in.
 The term le grat in s igni f ies the “upper crust”  of  Par is ian society.  Here 
at  home, au grat in entered into Engl ish s igni fy ing a cul inary technique in 
which our ingredient,  crappie f i l lets,  is  topped with a browned crust  (of ten a 
mix of  breadcrumbs, grated cheese, egg and/or butter) . 
 Grat in,  meaning “grated”,  is  usual ly prepared in a shal low dish of  some 
kind and baked under a broi ler.  You can also use an overhead gr i l l .  The heat 
f rom above cooks the golden crust  on top. You can prepare many crusty 
dishes including meats,  vegetables and pastas.

Golden Crappie au Gratin
 6 crappie f i l lets 
 8 tomatoes, s l iced
 Sal t  & pepper to taste
 1/3 cup tomato paste or th ick tomato sauce
 1/3 cup dry whi te wine or broth
 2 tbsp. parsley,  chopped
 1/3 cup f inely chopped onion
 1/3 cup breadcrumbs
 1/3 cup grated Emmentaler cheese
 2 tbsp. butter
Preheat oven to 400° F.  Butter a large shal low baking dish.  Arrange tomato 
s l ices and crappie f i l lets al ternately in the dish.  Spr inkle wi th sal t  & pepper. 
In a smal l  bowl,  mix tomato paste,  wine, parsley and onion. Sal t  & pepper 
to taste.  Pour over f ish and tomatoes. Spr inkle breadcrumbs and cheese on 
top. Dot wi th butter.  Bake uncovered for 25 minutes or unt i l  tender.

  Next,  we’re bui ld ing German-Swiss sandwiches that include sauerkraut 
and Emmentaler cheese. Think Swiss cheese because i t  was f i rst  made near 
Emmental ,  Switzer land. Emmentaler is a yel low, medium-hard cheese with a 
savory but not very sharp taste.  I t  is  one of  the cheeses of  Switzer land and 
is somet imes just  cal led Swiss cheese.
 Carbon dioxide produced by bacter ia forms the “eyes”,  or  holes,  in the 
var ious cheeses.
The non-trademarked brand of  Emmentaler cheeses are widely avai lable 
and made in France, Bavar ia,  Finland and other countr ies.

Crappie and Kraut Sandwiches 
 1 cup cooked, f laked crappie (you can nuke fresh f ish or use lef tovers)
 1/2 cup wel l  drained sauerkraut
 1/4 cup chopped di l l  p ickles
 1/4 cup Mayonnaise
 1 tablespoon horseradish
 12 sl ices rye bread

Golden Crappie au Gratin & Sam-miches
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 4 1-ounce sl ices Swiss cheese
 2 tablespoons butter 
In mixing bowl,  combine cooked crappie,  sauerkraut,  p ickles,  mayonnaise and 
horseradish.  Mix wel l .  Spread mixture evenly over hal f  the bread. Top with 
cheese. Top with remaining bread. Melt  but ter  in ski l let .  Place sandwiches 
in ski l let  and gr i l l  on each side unt i l  golden brown. 

 Our last  two sam-miches recipes are of  Tennessee or ig in.  “Sam-mich” 
is a term to indicate a lack of  sophist icat ion or “ low-brow” sandwiches to be 
served informal ly – l ike when f ishing. The Crappie and Corn Flake” recipe 
comes from The Tennessee Outdoorsman Cookbook that J immy Holt  and I 
wrote some years ago. The other sam-mich is a quick-f ix and f i l l ing lunch I 
dreamed up for f ishing tr ips.

Crappie & Corn Flake Sam-miches
 6 crappie f i l lets
 1 cup of  corn f lake crumbs 
 2 cups of  f lour
 1/4 cup of  yel low cornmeal 
 1 tablespoon of  gar l ic  sal t
 2 eggs, beaten
 Canola oi l
 Sandwich buns
 Cheese sl ices (opt ional)
Put corn f lake crumbs, f lour,  cornmeal and gar l ic  sal t  in a large Zip- lock 
bag. Shake to mix.  Dip crappie f i l lets in beaten eggs and place in the dry 
mixture.  Shake contents to coat f i l lets and deep fry in oi l .  Serve the golden 
brown crappie on sandwich buns. Add cheese sl ices i f  desired.

Quick-n-Easy Take-to-the-Lake Sam-mich
 This is a hearty sandwich I  concocted back in the 1970s to sat isfy my 
tummy whi le f ishing. Back then, when I  offered one to my f ishing partner,  he 
turned his nose up and said,  “ I  a in ’ t  eat ing that stuff . ”  But he did.  His hunger 
won over his snoot iness.  He pronounced that i t  tasted a lot  bet ter  than i t 
sounded. 
 Fishing buddies s ince then have rel ished my gastronomic creat ion wi th 
gusto and del ight .  I t ’s  my favor i te quick-n-easy lunch. Please, keep your 
nose in place unt i l  you you’ve t r ied i t  ;>) 
 Sandwich bread, plain (but pumpernickel  is  mo’ tast ier)
 Mayo (and/or peanut butter)
 1 banana, s l iced
 2 th ick s l ices of  Spam
Slaver two pieces of  bread per sandwich with mayo, or one sl ice wi th Mayo 
and the other wi th peanut butter (peanut butter adds more protein).  Sl ice 
banana to Mayo side and place Spam on top. Done… quick-n-easy! Make as 
many sam-miches as you l ike.
 Next month I ’ve got a special  au grat in recipe for you and some sauces 
for f ish.

Golden Crappie au Gratin & Sam-miches
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Tournament Results

WAPPAPELLO
FEBRUARY 21st LAKE WAPPAPELLO
1. Chism/Chism 7.9
2. Berry/McCutchen 7.68
3. Hill/Hicks 5.57
4. Baugus/Hillis 5.53
BIG FISH
1. Chism/Chism 1.69
2. Baugus/Hillis 1.6

CRAPPIE MASTERS
FEBRUARY 26th - 27th LAKE D’ARBONNE
1. Terry Richard/Casey Raynor 28
2. Josh Gowan/Josh Chipman 27.54
3. Tim Blackley/Karl Kalonka 26.72
4. David White/Steve White 26.65
5. Paul Turner/Elizabeth Turner 26.07
BIG FISH
1. Greg London/Scott Black 2.53
MALE/FEMALE
1. Paul Turner/Elizabeth Turner 26.07
ADULT/YOUTH
1. Chris Younger/Camran Younger 18.74

CRAPPIE USA
FEBRUARY 27th LOGAN MARTIN LAKE
AMATEUR DIVISION
1. Sonny Sipes/Ronnie Bleas 11.86
2. Craig Chapman/Jason Little 11.5
3. David Rodgers/Jerry Rodgers 10.44
4. Robert Sellers/Tommy Sellers 9.02
5. Edward Sidle/Jamie Moore 8.88
PRO DIVISION
1. Jonathan Phillips/Alicia Phillips 13.22
2. Fred Walker/Danny Sisson 11.82
3. Adam Mobbs/Carlton Teague 11.1
4. Troy Thiel/Ricky Willis 10.82



5. Joe Carter/Janette Carter 10.75
BIG FISH
1. Jonathan Phillips/Alicia Phillips 2.16
2. Fred Walker/Danny Sisson 2.13

WEST ALABAMA
FEBRUARY 27th LAKE TUSCALOOSA
1. Jessie/Nonna 6.21
2. Albert/Charles 5.27
3. Scott/Tracy 5.18
BIG FISH
1. Scott/Tracy 1.48

MAGNOLIA
FEBRUARY 27th LAKE WASHINGTON
1. Johnny Walker/William Clark 15.26
2. Brad Taylor/John Harrison 15.16
3. Greg Ladner/Brad Chappell 15.14
4. Jason Price/Tosh Manning 15.04
5. Terry Stewart/Larry Holmes 13.96
BIG FISH
1. Steve Clark/Jimmy Riley 2.69
2. Patrick Stone/Trevor Costilow 2.68

SHOALS AREA
FEBRUARY 27th WHEELER LAKE
1. Keil/Dodd 9.69
2. Harris 8.07
3. Jimmy/Jonathan 7.92
4. Roger/Steve Echols 7.69
5. Kevin/Rick 7.48
BIG FISH
1. keith/Toby 2.7

CRAPPIE USA
MARCH 4th - 5th CLARKS HILL
AMATEUR DIVISION

Tournament Results
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Tournament Results

1. Sonny Sipes/Ron Bleas 29.97
2. Andy Adams/Braxton Davis 26.46
3. Randy Temples 24.81
4. Craig Chapman/Jason Little 24.77
5. Chuck Davis/Tracy Davis 24.67
PRO DIVISION
1. Will Hinson/Tommy Slice 29.81
2. Troy Thiel/Ricky Willis 29.1
3. Rod Wall/Logan Wall 27.15
4. Derek Fulton/Michael Berry 26.06
5. Tommy Sellers/Robert Sellers 25.86
BIG FISH
1. Will Hinson/Tommy Slice 2.84
2. Troy Thiel/Ricky Willis 2.62

CRAPPIE MASTERS
MARCH 4th - 5th GREENWOOD LAKE
1. Mike Huffstetler/Ray Koon 23.74
2. Kevin Hawkins/Ben McGuirt 23.05
3. David Kingsmore/Lisa Kingsmore 21.73
4. Todd McGhee/Ron Lundy 21.6
5. Dennis Potts/Brian Shore 21.3
BIG FISH
1. Kevin Hawkins/Ben McGuirt 2.38
MALE/FEMALE
1. David Kingsmore/Lisa Kingsmore 21.73
ADULT/YOUTH
1. Jim Hood/Christian Gorth 5.02

CAROLINA
MARCH 5th SANTEE
1. Perrel/Perrel 16.42
2. Sprouse/Wilson 10.9
3. Eudy/Koontz 10.64
4. Quan/Grimm 10.62
5. Dowey/Cantey 10.4
BIG FISH
1. Perrel/Perrel 2.84
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Tournament Results

2. Landon/Guest 2.72

CRAPPIE USA
MARCH 11th - 12th WEISS LAKE
AMATEUR DIVISION
1. Oscar Wilson/Knox Wilson 20.25
2. Phillip Sinyard/Randy Jenkins 18.94
3. Robert Massey/Chris Paris 18.77
4. Gilford Sipes/Ronnie Bleas 18.68
5. Chad A Hale/Michael Horsfield 18.65
PRO DIVISOIN
1. Steve Coleman/Ronnie Capps 23.42
2. Stanley Steed/Chris Patty 22.24
3. Henry R Haley/Jo Haley 21.91
4. Joe Hayes/Phil Trapp 20.92
5. John Hendrick/Kevin Randall 19.26
BIG FISH
1. Jud Westbrook/Jeff Ingram 2.72
2. Glenn Ingram/Payne Trais 2.42

CRAPPIE MASTERS
MARCH 12th LAKE WASHINGTON
1. Dustin Harris/Kelley Graham 14.57
2. Vic Finkley/Kim Gray 14.25
3. Charles Bunting/Travis Bunting 14.04
4. Chad Hamson/Danny Myers 13.86
5. Brad Chappel/Amanda Stokes 12.86
BIG FISH
1. Jason Price/Tosh Manning 2.93
MALE/FEMALE
1. VICK Finkley/Kim Gray 14.25
ADULT/YOUTH
1. Joe Welch/Will Welch 10.7

CAROLINA
MARCH 18th - 19th WYLIE
1. McClellan/Newsome 21.27
2. Huffstetler/Koon 20.16
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3. Quan/Grimm 19.56
4. Potts/Shore 18.93
5. Duke/Manus 18.42
BIG FISH
1. Duke/Manus 1.98

CRAPPIE USA
MARCH 18th - 19th LAKE OF EGYPT
AMATEUR DIVISION
1. Steve Gentz/Robert Brown 17.31
2. Andy Roberts/Ivan York Jr 16.52
3. Terry Davis/Matt Mullins 16.09
4. Lee Sharp/Aaron Tucker 15.23
5. Danny Johnston/Chad Haines 14.79
PRO DIVISION
1. Thomas Hankins/Ron Bilbrey 22.13
2. Kyle Schoenherr/Rodney Neuhaus 19.03
3. Tood Hughes/Brad Hughes 17.2
4. Dan Hudgens/Bruce & Ben Chris-
tian

17.02

5. Larry Clark 16.05
BIG FISH
1. Thomas Hankins/Ron Bilbrey 2.49
2. Kyle Schoenherr/Rodney Neuhaus 2.34

CENTRAL ALABAMA
MARCH 19th LAKE MARTIN
1. Lee Patterson/Paul Metz 8.13
2. Jonathan Phillips/Dewayne Scott 6.81
3. Travis Black/Nic Brooks 6.41
4. Collier Hunt/Ken Fisher 6.36
5. Alex Johnson/Wade McDonald 5.99
BIG FISH
1. Travis Black/Nic Brooks 1.59

CENTRAL ARKANSAS
MARCH 19th LAKE OVERCUP & BREWER
1. Jason Koch/Gary Koch 13.75

Tournament Results



2. Chris Chandler/Kyle Dines 13.01
3. Lamar Bunting/Jeff Davis 12.06
4. Michael Kimble/Brett Smelser 11.05
5. Megan Chambers/Oscar Chambers 10.77
BIG FISH
1. Lamar Bunting/Jeff Davis 2.26
2. Jason Koch/Gary Koch 2.25

EASTERN MISSOURI
MARCH 19th LAKE OF THE OZARKS
1. ScottRademann/Travis Stevens 10.87
2. Derrick Vetter/Marshal Albertson 10.6
3. Kenny Anderson/Stacey Helton/
Terry Finn

9.73

4. David Simmons/James Davidson 8.61
5. Brad Perotti/Rob Ott 8.52
BIG FISH
1. ScottRademann/Travis Stevens 1.87

CAT TEXAS
MARCH 19th PALESTINE
DIVISION 1
1. Larry Junell/Dustin Junell 12.07
2. Jeff Schweiterman/James Rains 10.85
3. Paul O’Bier/George Nelon 10.37
4. Tommy Ezell/Richard James 10.05
5. John Hernandes/Jimmy Mathis 9.82
BIG FISH
1. AJ Matura/Carolyn Matura 2.92
DIVISION 2
1. Jimmy Leonard 9.77
2. Clay Gann/Todd Froebe/Langdon 9.25
3. Coe Parker/Jamin Castleman 8.6
4. Stuart Angell/Max Dukes 6.89
5. Ron Duran/David Cobb 6.69
BIG FISH
2. Jimmy Loenard 2.44

Tournament Results
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2016 Crappie Calendar

APRIL 2nd BAYOU STATE LAKE D’ARBONNE/KING OF KINGS VETERANS EVENT
APRIL 2nd CENTRAL ARKANSAS LAKE DARDANELLE/BIG FISH ONLY FREE KIDS EVENT
APRIL 2nd CAT TEXAS LAKE FORK CRAPPIE FEST
APRIL 2nd CRAPPIE USA CHEROKEE LAKE CLUB
APRIL 2nd WEST TENNESSEE SPRINGVILLE CLUB
APRIL 8th-9th CRAPPIE USA LAKE CUMBERLAND SUPER
APRIL 9th MIDDLE TENNESSEE WEISS LAKE WILDCAT
APRIL 9th EASTERN MISSOURI MARK TWAIN LAKE 3 MAN BUDDY
APRIL 9th NORHTEAST OHIO WEST BRANCH OPEN
APRIL 9th EAST TENNESSE WATTS BAR LAKE CLUB
APRIL 9th CRAPPIE MASTERS LAKE FORK ONE POLE ULTIMATE
APRIL 9th CAT TEXAS LAKE FORK CRAPPIE MASTERS
APRIL 9th INDIANNA BROOKVILLE CLUB
APRIL 9th CRAPPIENUTZ BLACKSHEAR CLUB
APRIL 10th GRAND LAKES GRAND  LAKE CLUB
APRIL 11th CENTRAL ALABAMA ALABAMA RIVER/JONES BLUFF POOL CLUB
APRIL 14th-15th CRAPPIE USA GRAND LAKE/ST. MARYS SUPER
APRIL 16th CRAPPIE MASTERS LAKE OF THE OZARKS Championship MO ST
APRIL 16th NORTHEAST OHIO MOSQUITO LAKE CLUB
APRIL 16th MAGNOLIA BARNETT AND ACADEMY SPORTS BIG MAMA OPEN
APRIL 23rd BAYOU STATE DARBONNE CHAMPIONSHIP
APRIL 23rd CRAPPIENUTZ ALABAMA RIVER CLUB
APRIL 23rd INDIANNA PATOKA LAKE CLUB
APRIL 23rd CRAPPIE USA CAVE RUN LAKE CLUB
APRIL 23rd SHOALS AREA PICKWICK CLUB
APRIL 23rd MIDDLE TENNESSEE TIM’S FORD CLUB
APRIL 23rd CRAPPIE MASTERS LAKE EUFAULA NATIONAL QUALIFIER
APRIL 24th GRAND LAKES GRAND LAKE CLUB
APRIL 26th WEST ALABAMA TOMBIGBEE RIVER CLASSIC
APRIL 29th-30th CRAPPIE MASTERS TENNESSEE TOMBIGBEE ONE POLE ULTIMATE
APRIL 29th-30th CRAPPIE USA GREEN RIVER LAKE SUPER
APRIL 30th CENTRAL ARKANSAS LAKE DARDANELLE CLUB
APRIL 30th NORTHEAST OHIO PRESQUE CLASSIC OPEN
APRIL 30th EAST TENNESSE FT. LOUDON CLASSIC
APRIL 30th WAPPAPELLO LAKE WAPPAPELLO CHRIS SIFFORD TOUR
APRIL 30th WEST TENNESSEE BIRDSONG MARINA CLUB
MAY 7th MIDDLE TENNESSEE WOODS RESERVOIR WILDCAT
MAY 7th CRAPPIE MASTERS REND LAKE NATIONAL QUALIFIER
MAY 7th CRAPPIE USA MISSISSINEWA/SALAMONIE CLUB
MAY 8th GRAND LAKES GRAND LAKE CLUB
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(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)



2016 Crappie Calendar

MAY 13th-14th CRAPPIE MASTERS KENTUCKY/BARCLEY LAKES KY/TN CHAMPOINSHIP
MAY 14th CENTRAL ARKANSAS PECKERWOOD LAKE/LAKE DES ARC CLUB
MAY 14th CRAPPIE USA PATOKA LAKE CLUB
MAY 14th NORTHEAST OHIO PYMATUNING CLUB
MAY 14th MAGNOLIA ENID LAKE CLUB
MAY 21ST CRAPPIE USA LAKE SHELBYVILLE CLUB
MAY 21st NORTHEAST OHIO BERLIN LAKE CLUB
MAY 21st INDIANNA MONROE CLUB
MAY 21st EASTERN MISSOURI MARK TWAIN LAKE ADULT/YOUTH
MAY 21Sst CAT TEXAS RAY ROBERTS CLUB
MAY 21st CRAPPIE MASTERS CRAPPIE CHALLENGE TRUMAN LAKE BIG FISH CHALLENGE
MAY 21st WAPPAPELLO WAPPAPELLO LAKE HIS & HERS
MAY 21st MIDDLE TENNESSEE NORMANDY CLUB
MAY 21st WEST TENNESSEE TBD CLASSIC
MAY 22nd GRAND LAKES GRAND LAKE CLUB
MAY 28th NORTHEAST OHIO SHENANGO LAKE CLUB
MAY 28th SHOALS AREA BCDA LAKES
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1st Place This 
Month!

Mallory Brynn
Chester State Park, 

Chester, SC. 
2.86 lbs. 15 in.

Don’t forget to send in your recent photo by the 15th.

Crappie NOW e-magazine accepts color digital images for publication. A single 
photo will be selected after the 10th of each month for the next month’s edition. The 

winner will be contacted via email with prize information.

Check out www.crappienow.com for more details.
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Honorable Mention
Brad Cook private pond Concord 
NC 15 inches
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Honorable Mention
Bri Smith, private pond Concord NC
17 inches



NATIONAL EVENTS
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CRAPPIE CLUBS

(Note that club news, results and schedules are taken from websites around the 10th of each month. Only those 
who provide information through their website or by email will have updated information and results included.)
Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.

Clubs/Regional Tournaments

MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB  - MS 
www.magnoliacrappieclub.com 

CRAPPIE ANGLERS OF TEXAS (CAT)-  TX
www.crappieanglersoftexas.com

WEST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB-WTCC  -TN
www.westtennesseecrappieclub.com;  also facebook

INDIANA SLAB MASTERS- IN
www.indianaslabmasters.com

MIDDLE TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB  -TN 
middletennesseecrappieclub@gmail.com

SHOALS AREA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AL
www.shoalscrappie.com        shoalscrappie@yahoo.com

WEST ALABAMA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AL
www.westalabamacrappie.com  Tracy Humber 662-574-0649

SLAB MASTERS TOURNAMENT TRAIL  -GA
www.slabmasterstournamenttrail.net 

EASTERN MISSOURI CRAPPIE CLUB- MO
www.easternmocrappie.com

EASTERN BUCKEYE CRAPPIE CLUB  -OH
Easternbuckeyecrappieclub@yahoo.com
www.easternbuckeyecrappieclub.com

WILLIAM’S CREEK CRAPPIE CLUB- TX
www.williamscreekcrappieclub.com

WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIECLUB- MO
Facebook:  Wappapello CrappieClub 

GRAND LAKE CRAPPIE SERIES- OH
www.grandlakecrappieseries.comule.com
 
COOSA RIVER CRAPPIE CLUB
Paul Whorton 205-821-8373 
Joe Thomas 205-746-4409
(see facebook)
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CRAPPIE BUCKS- TX
www.crappiebucks.com   

CRAPPIE SLAYERS TOURNAMENT SERIES- MO
See the www.crappie.com  MO-tournaments

CAPITAL CRAPPIE CLUB- MO  
Mike 573-230-3058, Ben 573-694-3588
Marshall Albertson 573-690-2370

ARIZONIA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AZ 
www.azcrappie.com   (forum)

BUCKEYE CRAPPIE CHALLENGE  -OH 
www.buckeyecrappiechallenge.com

NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB  -OH
www.northeastohiocrappieclub.com

SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB- IL
www.springfieldcrappieclub.com

CRAPPIENUTZ- MS
www.crappieguys.com

CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
www.carolinacrappieassociation.com  704-792-5022  raeudy@ctc.net

CRAPPIE CLUBS

HOW TO?

Crappie NOW How To - April




