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Fall is a great time to enjoy 
Nature’s beauty. 
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Crappie Clubs....28

Opening Cast
 My wife ret i red 
exact ly one month 
ago, but more on her 
later.  Right now I ’m 
worr ied about me. The 
impl icat ions are start ing 
to soak in.  Since her 
ret i rement I ’ve yet  to 
wet a hook. This is 
mainly due to a move to 
central  Arkansas. I ’m in 
boxes up to the cei l ing. 
However,  we al l  know 
there is no good excuse 
for not f ishing.
 When we both worked we had a lot  of  t ime 
apart .  Not now. I ’m thinking i t  would be very 
exci t ing for  her to pursue a new job in whatever 
f ie ld of  work she chooses. A great new work 
adventure sounds fun and rejuvenat ing!  I ’ve also 
not iced the honey-do l is t  expanding, too.  Not 
good. 
 Okay, a l i t t le more about her.  Jeanne ret i red 
the end of  August as a Drug Court  Administrator 
for  the State of  Missour i .  Dur ing the past few 
years she served on the state board of  Missour i 
Associat ion of  Drug Court  Professionals,  received 
the f i rst  Unsung Hero Award from MADCP, and 
was Poplar Bluff  Community Resource Counci l 
Person of  the Year.  Most recent ly,  to recognize 
her ret i rement,  she received a Resolut ion f rom 
Missour i  House of  Representat ives presented to 
her by Speaker of  the House, Todd Richardson. 
 So what does this have to do with 
CrappieNow? Absolutely nothing. But the good 
news is you have a great issue of  crappie-catching 
goodies you’re going to love. Included are how-
to art ic les by Jeff  Samsel,  Ron Presley,  Terry 
Madewel l  and others.  You’ l l  learn f rom experts 
who spend a lot  t ime on the water. 
 Thank you for jo in ing us.  Please excuse me 
whi le I  instal l  a new bird feeder near the pat io 
and move the dresser in the bedroom over three 
inches to lef t ,  immediately af ter  hanging a picture 
in the dining room.  

Good f ishin’ & God Bless,
Tim Huffman, Sr.  Wri ter /Edi tor
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Spots for Fall Action

Spring Spawning Sites
 Fall is a time when you can go to your 
spring spawning sites and have a good 
chance of finding fish. Expect fish to be a 
little deeper but in the same general areas 
where they spawned.
 Experts always recommend using 
electronics to look at an area with your 
sonar. Knowing the location of a small drop-
off, flat with cover, a rocky bottom and a 
ball of baitfish in the spawning region can 
reduce your search time. Putting baits in 
high-percentage spots results in more fish 
at the end of the day.
 Slow trolling is a great technique to use 
because it allows multiple baits and lets them 
stay in the water. You can fish the locations 
found on the sonar plus the baits can be 
trolled slowly while looking for or traveling to 

the next spot. 
 Minnows or jig/minnow combos work 
great for slow trolling. A crappie will usually 
hang on to a minnow longer so it gives more 
time to see and react to bites. A crappie will 
sometimes come back to hit a minnow a 
second time when it won’t a jig.

Wood with Shad
 There is no one place where you will 
always find shad, but a dream spot is 7- to 
10-foot water with wood cover. Crappie are 
following shad to do some heavy feeding. 
Add wood to the equation and the spot can 
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Spending time with your electronics is 
worth the effort. You’ll catch more fish by 
finding the sweet spots before dropping a 

hook into the water.



become fantastic. Crappie love wood like 
we enjoy being in or near our house. It’s a 
sanctuary. Wood with an ample food source 
is dynamite. 
 In general, baitfish move up into the 
mid-depth and shallow water in the fall. 
Therefore, start your search in these depths 
making sure to watch your electronics.
 The best technique is to vertical jig. 
Jigging allows a fisherman to put a bait in 
and out of the wood with the fewest hang-
ups. A jig is best when fish are active but 
a minnow is best when the bites are slow. 
The bait should match the baitfish size but 
the best color is debatable. Do you want 
something that looks like the thousands of 
other baitfish in the water? An option would 
be to add orange, chartreuse, pink or other 
color to draw attention to the bait. 

Open Water Baitfish

 Electronics is critical for finding balls 
of shad in open water. Start by looking 
around points because the various depths 
makes a point ideal for fish and baitfish. 
Early mornings and overcast days look for 
shallow fish. A bright sun puts them deeper. 
 After using electronics to find baitfish, 
use slow trolling methods to put multiple 
baits into the water. You can move around 
to follow the shad. Jigs, minnows and jigs 
tipped with minnows are all baits to try. Also 
experiment with different size baits. 

Ledge Cover
 It doesn’t matter which season a 
fisherman chooses, a ledge is seldom a 
bad choice. It’s the same in the fall. Crappie 
roam and change depths often but they are 
often relating to or are nearby a ledge. For 
example, this week fish are at 11- to 12-
foot depths but next week they’ll move up 
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to 7- to 8-foot depths. Each time they’ll 
be on a ledge but simply at a different 
depth. So depth isn’t a factor if a lake 
has ledges at different depths, and most 
lakes do.
 Again, electronics is a key element in 
the search. Key spots on the ledge are 
important. A quick turn, change in drop-
off and cover are all important. Cover is 
good in the fall and will become more 
important as the water gets cooler. 
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An Aqua-View unit makes checking out 
what’s below as simple as dropping the 
camera down and watching the screen. 
It’s good to look at both non-productive 
and productive locations to learn what 

fish are doing and how they relate to the 
structure.

10/30-31/15 Fall
11/28/15 Fall
Tentative TBA 2016
01/28-29/16
02/27/16
Tentative TBA 2016
03/11-12/16
03/18-19/16
03/25-26/16
04/02/16
04/08-09/16
04/15-16/16
04/23/16
04/29-30/16
05/14/16
TBA
TBA

Lake Cumberland, KY
Cresnt/Dead Lakes, FL
Cresnt/Dead Lakes, FL
Lake Talquin, FL
Lake Logan Martin, AL
Clarks Hill Lake, GA
Weiss Lake, AL
Lake of Egypt, IL
Old Hickory Lake, TN
Cherokee Lake, TN
Lake Cumberland, KY
Grand Lk St. Marys, OH
Cave Run, KY
Green River Lake, KY
Patoka Lake, IN
Mississinewa Lake, IN
Lake Shelbyville, IL www.crappieusa.com

2016
Schedule of Events

Crappie USA
125 Ruth Ave.

Benton, KY 42025
270-395-4204

Kentucky Barkley Lakes, Paris, TN 
October 28 & 29, 2016

Hosted by Henry County Alliance
visit: www.RetireParis.com

2016 Crappie USA Classic
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Electronics will show cover and if fish are 
located on the cover.
 Slow trolling is a good method but 
vertical jigging may be the best choice. 
Vertical jigging allows each spot to be 
probed without wasting time. When fish 
are tight to cover a bait can be eased 
down into it. A fisherman can hop from one 
spot to another so more good spots can be 
quickly fished. So vertical jigging allows a 
bait to be in prime territory by fishing high-
percentage spots. 
 Any good jigging bait will work. Some 

top choices include Bass Pro Shops tubes, 
Bobby Garland Baby Shad and Yamamoto 
Yamaminnow. A good attractant will 
increase the number of bites.

Docks
 Clear lakes with privately-owned 
docks are outstanding for crappie action. 
Two strategies are important. First, shoot 
the hard-to-reach areas of the dock. 
Between boats and walkways, under 
pontoon boats and between floatation are 
typical shooting spots. Fish like to hide in 
the most remote areas.
 Shooting can be done with a 5- to 
7-foot rod with a 5.5 or 6 being the most 
common. Stick to light 6-pound test line 
for good shooting, bait control and clear 
water. Basic shooting can be learned with 
a few hours of practice. Hitting tight places 
comes with lots of practice and shooting 
experience.
 Which docks? Ones with deep water 
are the best bets. Crappie have a choice 
of being high in the water or down deeper. 
However, only with experience or field-
testing each one will let you know for sure. 
Shooters will tell you that a few docks, for 
one reason or anther, are always better 
than the others around them.
 Good electronics will show brushpiles 
within casting distance of the dock. Dock 
owners place these to have additional 
spots besides under the dock. These 
can be fished by slow trolling, jigging or 
casting.

Final Tips
 Fall fishing can be good or bad. 
Crappie like to eat to fatten up after a hot 
summer so your chances are good that 
you’ll find and catch fish. Try one of the 
spots in the story and enjoy the action.

- Tim Huffman

Charlie Campbell says a rocky point and 
a nearby spawning bank can be a good 

fall fishing area, too. (His favorite go-to jig 
is a dark blue with sparkle/clear tail on an 

unpainted head.)



 Taking a crappie fishing trip to a 
new lake can be the ultimate adventure 
for a diehard crappie angler. That’s 
especially true when fishing reports 
are outstanding, making some anglers 
think they may have to hide behind a 
tree to bait their hook the crappie are 
so prolific and hungry.
 But slaying the slabs as soon as 
you launch your boat is seldom the 
reality. The information about crappie 
being prolific and huge can be true. 
But without a well thought out game 
plan it usually takes time to form the 
productive patterns of how, when and 
where to catch crappie from a new, to 
you, lake.
 Crappie professionals have 
by necessity developed tactics to 
straighten the learning curve on 
fishing lakes for the first time. One 
highly successful tournament angler 
has developed his personal regimen 
of tactics to help quickly adapt to the 
idiosyncrasies of a new lake. 
 Dan Dannenmueller is a 
converted bass tournament angler 
now passionate about crappie fishing. 
The 62-year old Alabama angler has 
focused on crappie tournaments for the 
past seven years and has developed 
an action plan for working new waters.
 “Years of fishing for other species 
have helped me hone skills and 
knowledge to prepare for competitive 
crappie fishing,” Dannenmueller said. 
“I quickly learned that I had to have 
a game plan in hand before I got to a 
lake for the first time so I could vastly 
reduce the time spent searching for and 
developing patterns. Many variables 
exist among lakes such as those with 
lots of vegetation and those with almost 
none. Some lakes have well-define 
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channels and others are mostly flat on 
the lake floor. Some lakes are swampy in 
nature while others are deep and clear. 
And all of these types of lakes can harbor 
great crappie fishing.”
 “The key for me is to discover how 
to tap into the crappie resource before 
the final weigh-in,” he said.
 Dannenmueller said that he’s kept 
up with technology changes through the 
years in fishing equipment as well as 
other technological advances that can aid 
his discovery process. He said research 
is a specific way he learns about a lake 
when prepping for a tournament.
 “I always do my research on a 
lake, even if I’ve fished it previously but 
at a different time of the year,” he said. 
“Patterns will change with the seasons 
and hotspots fished in the summer will 
be different from fall hotspots in many 
instances. My research will depend on 
what’s available for a specific lake. The 
internet may have valuable information 

on popular lakes such as finding basic 
patterns from fishing reports at various 
times of the year.
 “I’m not searching for someone’s 
hotspots, I am seeking basic crappie 
patterns on a specific lake,” he said. “I 
will develop my own patterns but getting 
accurate information on basic tactics on 
a specific lake at a specific time period 
can save a lot of time. I want to be in 
the right general area at the outset of my 
quest.
 “The next step in my process is to 
search maps, with Google Earth maps 
on the internet being an excellent tool,” 
Dannenmueller said. “Also I’ll look for 
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Mike Parrot with a hefty crappie. He 
believes in finding spots that hold fish then 
refines the search to the biggest crappie
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hardcopy maps of lakes that depict 
the contours as well as maps via other 
electronic devices. Researching more 
maps means more knowledge. 
 Dannenmueller said boat electronics 
are another tool he uses before he 
gets to a lake. He said he checks the 
lake and contours and pre-defines 
places to fish before he arrives. Thus 
when on the water and the clock’s 
ticking, he can make the most of his 
time eliminating places that are not 
productive and assimilating data on 
those that produce to develop a game 
plan for the tournament.
 Another highly successful 
tournament professional is Mike Parrot 
from North Carolina, a former Crappie 
Masters National Champion who won 
the team event fishing solo. Parrot, 
like Dannenmueller, has developed 
specific methods to refine the pre-
trip information into a workable and 
repeatable plan.
 “The electronic graphs are keys to 
success and I begin my on-site work 
by using the sidescan and downscan 
mode of the units,” he said. “I use 
Hummingbird, but regardless of the 
name, I recommend anyone get a 
high quality graph with sidescan. I will 
be researching a specific target such 
as a ledge, hump or channel but with 
sidescan I’ll also be studying what’s 
on the bottom on both sides of the 
boat.
 “Not only can I see specific crappie-
holding targets on the graph, such as 

Strategies For Fishing A New Lake 

Dan Dannenmueller with a crappie caught 
on a Bobby Garland jig. Using maps and 

electronics are important to lead him to the 
fish. 



brush, standing timber and drops, but 
I can see forage and schools of fish,” 
Parrott said. “I can easily mark and save 
these places then systematically go back 
over each to study them in detail and 
perhaps fish them if they look promising. 
I’m not looking to catch a lot of fish from a 
spot at this time. I’m searching for cover 
that holds fish and then refine my search 
to find targets that holds the biggest 
crappie.”
 Parrot said with this strategy on 
tournament day he will likely have several 
places where fish are located and where 
the biggest fish are likely to be. That gives 
him a priority order to fish the places with 
the knowledge that as he catches fish he 
may be able to further refine the process 
and adapt further.
 “The idea is to use all the resources 
available and fish systematically so I’ll 
quickly develop a strong crappie catching 
pattern,” Parrot said.
 Dannenmueller and Parrot agree 
that meshing all the data available makes 
them better able to adapt quickly when 
fishing a new lake. They said adaptation 
throughout a day of fishing will be valuable 
to getting and staying on ever-changing 
fish patterns as conditions change.
 “By meshing all the information I can 
obtain before fishing a lake for the first 
time, or at a different time of the year, 
I don’t really feel like I’m fishing a new 
lake in one sense,” Dannenmueller said. 
“I may not be my home lake, but I do want 
to feel at home on the lake when I first 
arrive. The number and size of crappie I 
catch is payback for that effort.”
 Whether prepping for a tournament 
or simply fishing for fun, armed with 
knowledge and a plan of action anglers 
can make their dream trip a crappie-
catching reality. 
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Strategies For Fishing A New Lake 

- By Terry Madewell  

FINE TUNE COLORS FOR MAXIMUM 
RESULTS
 Dan Dannenmueller said that 
depth, speed and color or type of lure will 
make a profound difference in success.
 “When working out patterns on 
a lake I can use my graph to help me 
define the preferred depth and position 
in the water column crappie prefer at a 
given time,” Dannenmueller said. “But 
for the best jig and trailer color I rely on 
a color selector to get me in the right 
ballpark. I can then refine the subtle 
difference in color preferences to find 
the absolute best.”
 “I will often spider rig and use a 
double rig with minnows as well as jigs,” 
he said. “Some days these fish are 
meat-eaters and minnows will be best. 
Other days a subtle difference in jig and 
trailer colors will be crucial.
 “My firm belief is that after using 
all these modern tools to narrow the 
search, let the fish tell you what they 
want and where they want it,” he said. 
“The bottom line will be more and bigger 
crappie caught.” 
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 “Southern lakes the fish often get on flats and feed up for the 
winter. They school up and put on heavy weight. It’s a great time to 
fish because the fish are aggressive and fun to catch. At Kentucky 
Lake the fish will be on structure. We spider rig but single pole fishing 
can work too. A good set-up is important with the right rods and 
holders. We use BnM and Tite-Lok.” –Roy Logan

Crappie Basics #104

Crappie Basics

Fall Brush

Award Winner

 The Florida Outdoor Writers 
Association (FOWA) recently held 
their annual meeting in Lake City, 
FL. Among their activities was the 
awarding of FOWA’s Excellence in 
Craft Awards (EIC). The EIC award 
is given in 12 categories for out-
standing journalism related to out-
door communications. 

 Crappie Now writer, Ron Pres-
ley, received two First Place awards 
at the event. One came in the cat-
egory of Family Participation and a 
second in the category of Electron-
ic Online Publication. The online 
award was for a story about crappie 
pros, Don and Toni Collins, which 
appeared in the January 2014 is-
sue of Crappie Now Magazine. The 
staff at Crappie Now congratulates 
Ron on his awards. 



Cool gear that’s catching!
Mr. Crappie Premium Line

  Low memory; high abrasion resistance

  Special softeners for superb performance

  HiVis, Camo and Clear - 4, 6, 8 and 10 lb.

  Available in Mega Spool and Mega Bulk

Mr. Crappie Spinning Reels

  Strong graphite body and rotor

  Double anodized aluminum spool

  Zero Reverse one-way clutch

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Spinning Combo

  Smooth 2-ball bearing system

  Thin, compact gear box

  Pre-spooled with Mr. Crappie HiVis line

  Graphite composite rods with split grip handle

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Rods

  Premium graphite blanks     Lightweight EVA grips     Aluminum oxide guides

www.mrcrappie.com
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 Mike Baker has a bass fishing tournament 
history, likes winter catfishing, but crappie is his 
main target fish in recent years. He fishes an oc-
casional crappie tournament. 
 “This is the perfect time of year for shooting 
docks,” says Baker. “Some people don’t’ like 
shooting because it can be hard on your back 
and knees. But fall crappie can be patterned a 
lot easier when you target docks. The fish qual-
ity is good this time of year, too. A swim platform 
at a dock is one of my favorite places to check.”
 “I like a short 5.5-foot rod and a small profile 

reel. I like yellow line so I can see it jump. My favorite baits are the Bobby Gar-
land Blue Ice Baby Shad and Southern Pro white-chartreuse Hot Grub in 1/32 or 
1/16-ounce.”

Tip of the Month



 Pride swells a little as your jig races 
through the air past a dock piling and under 
a dock that’s only a few inches off the water, 
carrying to the far side before landing in the 
water. You’re tempted to glance up, just to 

see if your fishing partner was looking, but 
you know that watching your line is more 
important. 
 Good choice.
 The line hops just a little and you set the 
hook with a quick sideways rod snap, burying 
your jig into the mouth of what turns out to be 
a 1 ½-pound crappie. The result is an even 
better feeling than the one produced by the 
shot that put the jig in front of the fish.

 Few crappie fishing techniques are 
more fun or rewarding than dock shooting, 
and when the big crappie stack up under 
docks, no other techniques does a better job 
of getting lures to them and making them bite.

 Dock shooting, which is usually done 
with a very light jig, involves pinching the jig 
between two fingers in the non-rod hand, 
pulling the jig back to load the rod with a 
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By Jeff Samsel

When crappie get up under docks, there’s 
no more efficient means than shooting to 

deliver and present baits to those fish.

 When crappie congregate under low docks, it’s tough to beat “dock shooting” 
as means to go in after them. Alabama sharp shooter Lee Pitts breaks down when, 
where and how to shoot for the greatest success.



bend, aiming at a gap beneath a dock and 
then releasing the jig a moment before the 
line to “shoot” the jig up under the dock. It 
takes a little practice to learn the timing, the 
right amount of rod bend and how to aim, but 
it really isn’t that hard. Once learned, it puts 
jigs in places that simply cannot be reached 
by casting.
 
 October is prime time for dock shooting 
on many Southern reservoirs for various 
reasons. First, many reservoirs get drown 
down during the fall and the dropping water 
opens shooting lanes beneath docks. A the 
same time, many baitfish and crappie move 
into creeks and pockets and stray shallow to 
feed, and a lake’s docks and the brush around 
them provide the best shallow cover in many 
reservoirs.
 “Everybody puts brush beneath these 
docks, and the crappie love the brush,” 
said Lee Pitts, a longtime crappie guide on 

legendary Weiss Lake and other Coosa 
River impoundments. “They also like the old 
wooden poles that support the docks. The 
poles provide ambush points for the fish to 
feed in the fall.”
 Pitts, who does a lot of dock shooting 
every fall, enjoys teaching the technique to 
clients. He especially likes seeing the obvious 
satisfaction that comes when things begin to 
click and folks who have never fished this way 
begin making successful shots and catching 
fish.
Shooting Gear
 Pitts’ standard shooting set up is 6 ½-foot 
Lew’s Mr. Crappie spinning rod matched with 
a Lew’s 100 size spinning reel and spooled 
with 4- or 6-pound Gamma Panfish line. He 
likes a slightly longer rod than many anglers 
use for shooting because he feels like it give 
him a little more shooting power and control. 
However, if clients are new to shooting, he’ll 
start them with 5 ½- or 6-foot rods, having 
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Winning Shots for Fall Crappie



found a slightly shorter rod works better for 
learning.
 Pitts likes to shoot a 1/24- or 1/32-ounce 
Bobby Garland MoGlo jighead equipped 
with a Slab Slay’R, Baby Shad or Baby 
Swim’R. Preferred colors include blue ice, 
black/chartreuse and pink/chartreuse. He’ll 
experiment daily with head colors and body 
styles and colors and let the crappie show 
their preferences.

 The newest addition to Pitts’ shooting 
tackle arsenal promises to make the teaching 
process much easier and the fishing more 
efficient. Bobby Garland Shoot’R Pull Tabs 
are waterproof, tear-resistant tabs with a hole 
in each end. The jig hook goes through a hole, 
and you hold the other end of the tab, instead 
of the hook or jighead, to gain better control 
and a more consistent release and to remove 
the risk of hooking yourself.
 “These will be a huge help to people 
learning to shoot.  Everyone always struggles 
with where to hold the jig,” Pitts said. 
The Pull Tabs, which come in two finishes, 
also add a bit of flash, and Pitts has fished 
with them enough to state confidently that 
they don’t inhibit lure action.
Presentation & Approach
 Pitts will experiment some with 
presentations to see how the fish want the 
lure any given day. His default mode, though, 
is to add very little action and let the lure do 
the attracting work as it glides. After the bait 
lands, he’ll just let it pendulum back on a 
mostly tight line, leaving just enough slack in 
the line to see it jump with even a very light 
bite. He’ll lift the rod a few times just to keep 
the bait off the bottom.
 Retrieve variations that can be the key 
some days include more active swimming 
or hopping presentations and a straighter 
drop, with a completely slack line. Significant 
variances from a pendulum-type fall definitely 
are the exception, though.
 Pitts like to approach a dock from the 
downwind side initially so it’s easier to control 
the boat and will stay several feet back to 
avoid spooking the fish. He’ll generally begin 
with the shallowest dock supports and work 
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Winning Shots for Fall Crappie

Veteran crappie guide Lee Pitts relies 
heavily on dock shooting for catching 

crappie during the fall.



his way all the way around 
a dock, taking care to shoot 
past each pole from multiple 
angles.  
“The fish may all be oriented the 
same way because of wind or 
current, and if the bait doesn’t 
go past in a certain direction, 
they’ll never see it or won’t be 
in good position to go after it,” 
he said.
 If Pitts is catching fish 
from a dock but drifts too close 
and spooks them, he’ll simply 
leave and fish another dock for 
a while. “You can come back in 
20 minutes and go right back 
to it!” he said.
Learning Tips
 A couple of things Pitts 
recommended for improving 
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Winning Shots for Fall Crappie

The Bobby Garland Dock Shoot’R pull tab makes shooting 
docks much safer and easier.
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Winning Shots for Fall Crappie

shooting skills are to always use the same 
rod and to consistently start with the same 
amount of line out from the reel.
 “When you have the same anchor 
points for every presentation it really helps 
your accuracy,” Pitts said. 
 Pitts likes to begin with enough line out 
that if he holds the rod straight up the bait 
will hang 6 to 8 inches above his reel. That 
provides just enough bend for controlled shot 
and plenty of power with the rod he uses. That 
varies by rod and angler, though. The key is 
to pick a distance and to be consistent.
Coosa Crappie NOW
 Lee Pitts use two primary strategies on 
the Coosa River lakes during October. He 
shoots shallow docks, as detailed here, and 
goes to main-river drops in up to 25 feet of 
water and vertically fishes brush and stumps 

along the drops. For the offshore approach, 
Pitts uses multiple rods in holders and 
primarily fishes with live bait. Interestingly, 
these opposite approaches are both highly 
productive, but few fall crappie come from 
any strategy that’s between the extremes for 
Pitts.
Ready to Go?
To plan a trip with Lee Pitts or to learn more, 
visit weisslakecrappieguidealabama.com or 
call 256-390-4145.For lodging and other area 
information visit northalabama.org.

- By Jeff Samsel

Garland Shoot’R Pull Tab Video



19  Crappie NOW  October 2015

 Summer isn’t the only time for excellent results pulling, or pushing, 
crankbaits. Crappie are active feeders and will roam around chasing bait 
in the fall. Look for crappie to attack a crankbait when trolled in a big flat 
or near a channel where schools of baitfish are holding. 
 Trollers vary their techniques and methods. For example, some 
fishermen prefer to push baits off the front of the boat with longpoles, 
others use staggered pole lengths off the side of the boat, while other 
pull planer boards. One constant is speed. If fish are hitting at 1.8 mph 
that’s the speed everyone should be going. Crankbait brands vary but all 
poles should have the same bait on for consistency and setting depths 
with line length. –TH

Crappie Basics #105 Crankbaits

Crappie Basics

- By Jeff Samsel



 “We would have done better 
in the tournament, but we had a fish 
die.” That is a statement that B’n’M 
Poles pro staffer Rodney Neuhaus 
never wants to utter. “There are too 
many times at the weigh-in that I 
hear someone’s big fish died half way 
through the day,” exclaims Neuhaus. 
 Neuhaus and other crappie 
anglers take special precautions to 
make their livewells as effective as 
possible. “If you pay attention to your 
fish there is no reason they should 
die unless they are injured from 
dehooking or come from real deep 
water. When you are fun fishing there 
is really no reason to worry, but in a 
tournament the last thing I want to 
worry about is keeping fish alive.”  
 A livewell is nothing more than 
a tank that anglers use to keep their 
bait and/or their fish alive. Livewells 
work by pumping in fresh water 
from outside the boat, aerating the 
existing water or some combination 
of the two. This article concentrates 
on livewells used to keep fish alive; 
bait storage will be covered in next 
month’s column.  
  The ideal livewell is made of 
materials that are non-toxic to the 
fish. All shapes and sizes are found 
on boats. Some are insulated, some are 
not, but at a bare minimum they need a 
drain to make emptying easy and a lid to 
keep the fish in the well. 
 The most important thing an angler 
can do to keep fish healthy is maintaining 

adequate dissolved oxygen in the well. 
Most experts say that oxygen levels in 
the livewell need to be above 7 parts per 
million for best results.  
 Electric aeration systems are the 
most common and simple method used 
to accomplish adequate oxygen levels. 

HOW TO?
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By Ron Presley 

This oxygenated livewell is custom welded 
aluminum made to occupy the full width of the 

boat. It uses a door from an RV supply house for 
the hatch.
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Livewells -Built-in and Mobile  

Whitey Outlaw DOUBLE DUTYSam Heaton’s 7-Foot Super-Sensitive
Get back to “Fishing The Basics” with Whitey Outlaw.  This Medium-
Action rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
size crappie.  It’s perfectly balanced with a comfortable foam handle 
for all-day fishing - no reel needed!  It features a tough & lightweight
Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.

The SHSS72n is a spinning rod with the same sensitivity and feel of the
jig pole series.  Improvements include Dyna-Flo guides for smooth line

retrieval,and a cork knob handle for outstanding balance and feel. 
Historically one of the most popular rods on the water, the SHSS72n is

still supple, strong and sensitive.

Get back to “Fishing The Basics” with Whitey Outlaw.  This Medium-
Action rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
size crappie.  It’s perfectly balanced with a comfortable foam handle 
for all-day fishing - no reel needed!  It features a tough & lightweight
Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.

The SHSS72n is a spinning rod with the same sensitivity and feel of the
jig pole series.  Improvements include Dyna-Flo guides for smooth line

retrieval,and a cork knob handle for outstanding balance and feel. 
Historically one of the most popular rods on the water, the SHSS72n is

still supple, strong and sensitive.

BNM POLE COMPANY  •  P.O. BOX 231, WEST POINT, MS 39773
WWW.BNMPOLES.COM  •  800-647-6363  •  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BNMPOLESFISHING

Go Fishing With The B’n’M Pros.
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These machines introduce oxygen into 
the water as air bubbles. Smaller bubbles 
are better, because they rise slower and 
are absorbed more efficiently by the 
water than larger bubbles. 
 Oxygen injection systems are 
another way to improve dissolved oxygen 
levels. They provide precise doses of 
oxygen into the livewell and will maintain 
a higher number of fish in a given size of 
livewell. 
 These injection systems require 
mounting a bottle of compressed oxygen 
in the boat. The oxygen is dispersed 
through a high-pressure oxygen regulator 
connected by a hose to a diffuser with a 
goal of achieving 100 percent dissolved 
oxygen saturation. This system is the 
most efficient to keep tournament limits 
alive without worry on cleanly de-hooked 
fish.
   Neuhaus doesn’t worry about oxygen 
when he is fun fishing. “If I am going 
to clean fish I turn on my recirculating 
pump and forget about it,” explained 
Neuhaus. “For tournament fishing I have 
modified my livewell. I run two air lines 
to the livewell. I have an air pump with a 
stone on one and I run oxygen through a 
KeepAlive oxygen diffuser on the other.” 
The diffuser produces extremely small 
bubbles, much smaller than a stone type 
aerator. 
 Neuhaus has his oxygen source 
mounted in a rod box in the front of the 
boat. “I have plumbing running up to the 
oxygen tank and a KeepAlive Regulator. 
From there I can also run oxygen into 
my bait cooler if needed. The regulator 
allows exact control of the amount of 
oxygen being put in the water. We like to 
keep it around a 32nd or 16th pound per 
minute.” 
 On tournament day a 120 quart 
Gander Mountain ice chest serves as an 
additional livewell. “Only the HOGS go in 
there,” specified Neuhaus. “We put it up 
front on the deck so that we can keep a 
close eye on the fish and their condition. 
We will keep up to 10 fish in the cooler, 

but no more. If we start getting bigger fish 
we will take out the smaller fish and put 
them in the livewell. The cooler also has 
a KeepAlive oxygen diffuser installed. 
We run only oxygen in this cooler. No air 
bubbler.”
  Water temperature is another 
factor that anglers need to consider if 
they want to keep their fish healthy for 
prolonged periods. Water temp can be 
controlled to some extent. “Our water 
temperature is maintained by collecting 
lake water in clean gallon jugs and 
keeping them on ice until needed to 
cool the water in the cooler,” explained 
Neuhaus. “I use a digital thermometer 
to check the temperature of the water in 
the cooler. We want the fish in the cooler 
to be calm, relaxed and stress free. Fish 
do better in cooler water. We try to keep 
the water in the mid to upper 70 degree 
range.”
  There are products on the market 
that cools water using a pump and heat 
exchanger.  One such product is KoolWell 
(tacklewarehouse.com). There are 
several components to these systems, 
so plan the layout carefully before you 
begin drilling holes. When the installation 

Livewells -Built-in and Mobile   
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Portable livewells can be made from a 
simple ice chest by adding a battery-
operated aerator with tubing and blue 

aerator stone.
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Livewells -Built-in and Mobile 

is complete you will have a pump 
that pulls water from the livewell 
containing the fish through the heat 
exchanger in another livewell or 
ice chest and back to the livewell 
containing the fish. The system is 
thermostat controlled to keep the 
water at a pre-set temperature. 
 A simple portable livewell can 
be made easily and inexpensively 
from a picnic cooler. Choose a cooler 
the size you expect to need.  
Mount a battery operated aerator 
on the outside of the cooler and 
run the hose through a small hole 
you drill in the side or top. Attach 
the blue stone that came with the 
aerator to the hose on the inside of 
the cooler and you are ready to go. 
Just be sure to purchase an aerator 
to match the volume of water you 

Built-in livewells vary in size from as small as 15 
gallons to the huge 65-gallon livewell on the G3 

Sportsman 200 shown here.  
(photo courtesy of G3 Boats)



keep in your homemade livewell. 
 Most modern crappie boats come 
with built-in livewells. In the G3 line 
of aluminum boats, for example, most 
boats come standard with livewells built-
in. Anglers simply choose the models 
they want. “There are some Jon boat 
models and some specialty boats that do 
not include livewells,” specified Stephen 

Matt, G3’s Director of Public Relations. 
“The various G3 Boats come equipped 
with a wide variety of livewells. They 
vary in size from as small as a 15-gallon 
livewell to the massive 65-gallon livewell 
on the Sportsman 200.”
 “G3 Boats also produce several 
models with more than one livewell for 
angler convenience,” continued Matt. 

Livewells -Built-in and Mobile 

24  Crappie NOW October 2015

DIY Jon boat features a set-in cooler for the owner’s livewell requirements.



“Most models have factory installed 
aerators, some have re-circulate and 
pump out features, while others have 
oxygenators built in.”
 As important as it is to keep fish 
alive, there are some drawbacks to all 
the fuss “Mostly it is all the extra stuff you 
have to have in the boat,” said Neuhaus. 
If you have a small boat this could be a 
big problem.”
 In the end most tournament crappie 
anglers don’t worry about the fuss. The 

health of their crappie is too important to 
them. They are more likely to live by the 
motto, “Whatever it takes,” and apply it 
to keeping their crappie alive and well. 
 Rodney Neuhaus is sponsored by 
Road Runner Lures, Tru-Turn Hooks, 
B’n’M Poles, Tite-Lok Rod Holders, 
Midsouth Tackle, Muddy Water Baits, 
Lowrance, Harvest Clean, Gamma Line, 
Frog Hair Floats, and Rend Lake Resort.  

- By Ron Presley
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Livewells -Built-in and Mobile 

HOW TO?

Crappie NOW How To Pontoon 
Shooting Early Fall with Russ 
Bailey
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 While it’s still warm outside, let’s go to the grill one more time for some savory 
crappie fillets and, in honor of squirrel season, we’ll throw a few of those on the barbie too.

Grilled Crappie with Butter Sauce
 2-3 slab crappie fillets per person
 1/4 teaspoon onion powder
 1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
 1/4 teaspoon paprika
 Lemon pepper 
 Salt to taste
 3 tablespoons butter 
 2 cloves garlic, minced
 1 tablespoon fresh Italian parsley, finely chopped
 1 1/2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil

Combine onion powder, garlic powder, paprika, lemon pepper and salt in a small bowl. 
Sprinkle on both sides of fillets. Prepare butter sauce by combining butter, garlic and parsley 
in a small saucepan. Once butter has melted remove from heat. Preheat grill for medium-
high heat. Place fish on lightly oiled grate, cook for about 5 minutes. Turn fish and coat with 
butter sauce. Cook for 5 more minutes. Once fish flakes easily, remove from heat, drizzle 
with olive oil and serve.

Crappie Barbecue
 2-3 slab crappie fillets per person
 1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
 1/4 teaspoon paprika    
 1/2 cup salad oil
 1/4 cup white vinegar   
 1/4 cup catsup
 2 tablespoons sugar    
 1/4 teaspoon salt
 1/4 teaspoon pepper

Combine Worcestershire, paprika, salad oil, vinegar, catsup, sugar, salt and pepper. Place 
fish in sauce mixture for 30 minutes before grilling. Grill fillets 3 to 4 inches from hot coals on 
well greased grate for about 5 minutes per side or until the fillets test done. Brush often with 
sauce while barbecuing. 

Bacon Wrapped Squirrel
 Nothing says “autumn” better than the taste of squirrel. Little bushy-butts are full of 
nuts and ready for your .22. Pop enough of the critters so you can serve a couple to each 
person to gather around your table (never mind if you have leftovers, they’ll still be good re-
warmed). Cut the meat into portions that suits you. I cut off the legs and sever the back into 
two pieces. Bushy-butts don’t have much tenderloin but the entire back is tenderer than the 
legs. 

Grilled & BBQ Crappies & Squirrels
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 Squirrel cut into serving pieces (two squirrels per person)
 Beer (Non-alcoholic or not)
 Garlic powder
 Pepper
 Salt
 Minced onion
 Hickory smoked bacon

Soak the parts in beer for 2-3 hours. Remove and drain. Sprinkle to taste with garlic powder, 
pepper, salt and the minced onion. Wrap each leg with bacon. Secure with toothpicks. Place 
on hot grill. Cook over medium heat until cooked through.

Easy Squirrel BBQ
 4-5 squirrels cut into serving pieces
 Original Allegro marinade
 Garlic powder
 Salt
 Pepper
 Tony Chachere’s Creole seasoning
 Your favorite BBQ sauce (or use the sauce in the BBQ crappie recipe)

Place meat in a large Ziploc bag and cover with the marinade. Refrigerate at least 1 hour. 
Overnight is better. Line a 9 x 13 baking pan with foil. Make the foil big enough so you can 
fold over the top and seal. Place the meat on the foil and season with garlic powder, salt, 
pepper and Creole seasoning. Wrap the foil over the top and seal. Bake for 2 hours at 350 
degrees.
While squirrel is cooking, pre-heat your grill to medium heat. When squirrel is done, remove 
it from foil and place on oiled grill grate. Baste with BBQ sauce. Grill over medium heat 
until sauce starts to get sticky. Do not overcook to prevent the meat from becoming tough. 
Remove from grill and serve with your favorite side dishes.

Mustard Fried Crappies



(Note that club news, results and schedules are taken from websites around the 10th of each month. Only those 
who provide information through their website or by email will have updated information and results included.)
Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.

Clubs/Regional Tournaments
MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB  - MS 
www.magnoliacrappieclub.com  
Will be hosting its 1st Festival Bass Tournament on Brows 
Creek, Lake Guntersville Saturday April 11, 2015

CRAPPIE ANGLERS OF TEXAS (CAT)-  TX
www.crappieanglersoftexas.com 
Will be hosting its 2nd annual “Crappie Fest” on Lake Fork, 
Saturday April 11, 2015

WEST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB-WTCC  -TN
www.westtennesseecrappieclub.com;  also facebook

INDIANA SLAB MASTERS- IN
www.indianaslabmasters.com

MIDDLE TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB  -TN 
middletennesseecrappieclub@gmail.com

SHOALS AREA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AL
www.shoalscrappie.com        shoalscrappie@yahoo.com

WEST ALABAMA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AL
www.westalabamacrappie.com  Tracy Humber 662-574-0649

SLAB MASTERS TOURNAMENT TRAIL  -GA
www.slabmasterstournamenttrail.net 

EASTERN MISSOURI CRAPPIE CLUB- MO
www.easternmocrappie.com

EASTERN BUCKEYE CRAPPIE CLUB  -OH
Easternbuckeyecrappieclub@yahoo.com
www.easternbuckeyecrappieclub.com

WILLIAM’S CREEK CRAPPIE CLUB- TX
www.williamscreekcrappieclub.com

WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIECLUB- MO
Facebook:  Wappapello CrappieClub 

GRAND LAKE CRAPPIE SERIES- OH
www.grandlakecrappieseries.comule.com
 

CRAPPIE CLUBS
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NATIONAL EVENTS
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CRAPPIE CLUBS

COOSA RIVER CRAPPIE CLUB
Paul Whorton 205-821-8373 
Roger Absher 205-283-7638
(see facebook)

CRAPPIE BUCKS- TX
www.crappiebucks.com   

CRAPPIE SLAYERS TOURNAMENT SERIES- MO
See the www.crappie.com  MO-tournaments

CAPITAL CRAPPIE CLUB- MO  
Mike 573-230-3058, Ben 573-694-3588
Marshall Albertson 573-690-2370

ARIZONIA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AZ 
www.azcrappie.com   (forum)

BUCKEYE CRAPPIE CHALLENGE  -OH 
www.buckeyecrappiechallenge.com

NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB  -OH
www.northeastohiocrappieclub.com

SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB- IL
www.springfieldcrappieclub.com

CRAPPIENUTZ- MS
www.crappieguys.com

CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
www.carolinacrappieassociation.com  704-792-5022  raeudy@ctc.net
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Central Arkansas
 
SEPTEMBER 12     LAKE CONWAY
1. Greg London/Russ Clark      5.86
2. Jason Westerberg/Jim Westerberg     3.14
3. Chris Johnson/Lamar Bunting     1.64
4. Chris Chandler/Kyle Dines      1.27
BIG FISH
1. Greg London/Russ Clark      2.19
2. Jason Westerberg/Jim Westerberg     2.02

CAT TEXAS 

SEPTEMBER 11-12  CEDAR CREEK LAKE CHAMPIONSHIP
DIVISION 1
1. Larry Kirkland/Anh Nguyen      18.21
2. Jay Don/Rhonda Reeve      17.14
3. Jeff Schwieterman/James Rains     15.57
4. Larry Junell/Dustin Junell      15.28
5. Tommy Ezell/Josh Spain      15.26
BIG FISH
1. Larry Kirkland/Anh Nguyen      1.71
2. Jay Don/ Rhonda Reeve      1.51
ANGLERS OF THE YEAR
1. Paul O’Bier/George Nelon
DIVISION 2
1. Eric Walker/Matthew Carroll      15.16
2. Todd Bos/Richard James      14.96
3. Clay Gann/Todd Froebe/Langdon     14.85
4. David Goodson/Guy Skinner      13.71
BIG FISH
1. Johnny Merriman/Don Lawrence     1.57
2. Todd Box/Richard James      1.39
ANGLERS OF THE YEAR
1. David Goodson/Guy Skinner
SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR
1. Bill Muntz
TOP CAT AWARD
1. Alec Dyer

INDIANNA SLAB MASTERS 

SEPTEMBER 12    MISSISSINEWA RESERVOIR
1. Jim Long/Robert Williams      5.58
2. Jeff Yeakle/Johnathan Brumley     5.47
3. Myron Etchison/Jimmy Krititsis     5.18
4. Eric Milsaps/John Quinn      5.11
5. Bob Bales/Jason Burnette      5.08
BIG FISH

Tournament Results



1. Jim Long/Robert Williams-Jeff Yeakle/Johnathan Brumley 1.05

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 

SEPTEMBER 19    TIM’S FORD
1. Kane Jackson/JW Jackson      8.39
2. Joey Davis         7.16
3. Rodney Edwards/Coby Edwards     5.63
BIG FISH
1. Kane Jackson/JW Jackson      2.10 

EAST TENNESSEE 

SEPTEMBER 19    CHICKAMAUGA
1. Darren Caughron/Garret Smith     7.21
2. Chris James/Tim Smith      7.06
3. William Houston/Ritchie Begley     6.80
4. Jason Rodney/Jerry Huckaby     6.75
5. Matt Xenos/Don Speer       6.31
BIG FISH
1. Chris James/Tim Smith      1.40

31  Crappie NOW  October 2015

Tournament Results

HOW TO?

Crappie NOW How To Brad 
Whitehead of BnM Poles.
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1st Place This 
Month!

Jacob Bryant
Lake lanier GA, 

18.2 inches long.

Don’t forget to send in your recent photo by the 15th.

Crappie NOW e-magazine accepts color digital images for publication. A single 
photo will be selected after the 10th of each month for the next month’s edition. The 

winner will be contacted via email with prize information.

Check out www.crappienow.com for more details.



Honorable Mention
Robert Agee 
3lbs 
Hydro, OK
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Runner Up:
Elliot and Luke Maas
Elliott caught a decent crappie (10.5-incher) on a spinnerbait (single blade, white 
skirt/nickel blade) and Luke caught a 18-inch largemouth on a similar lure.

Runner Up:
Austin Frantz
Timber Lake,  Blue Grass Iowa
17.5” long
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Tournament Results

(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)

Oct. 3rd SPRINGFIELD  LAKE SHELBYVILLE/WILBORN CREEK ACCESS CLUB
Oct. 3rd EASTERN BUCKEYE SENECA       CLUB
Oct. 3rd CRAPPIENUTZ  EUFAULA       CLUB
Oct. 7th - 10thCRAPPIE USA  PATOKA LAKE-JASPER IN    CLASSIC
Oct. 10th CAROLINA-CCA J ORDAN       CLUB
Oct. 10th NORTHEASTERN OHIO SANDUSKY/RAMP      CLUB
Oct. 10th WEST TENNESSEE SPRINGVILLE/Pump House    CLUB
Oct. 11th GRAND LAKES  GRAND LAKE      CLUB
Oct. 17th NORTHEASTERN OHIO BERLIN/BONNER ROAD RAMPS   OPEN
Oct. 17th MIDDLE TENNESSEE NORMANDY-BARTON SPRINGS RAMP  CLUB
Oct. 17th - 18th SPRINGFIELD LAKE SHELBYVILLE/WILBORN CREEK ACCESS CLUB
Oct. 17th EAST TENNESSE  WATTS BAR LAKE      CLUB
Oct. 17th SHOALS AREA  PICKWICK       CLASSIC
Oct. 18th GRAND LAKES  GRAND LAKE      CLUB
Oct. 18th WAPPAPELLO  SLABBER DAVES      CLUB
Oct. 24th WEST ALABAMA  TOMBIGBEE RIVER     CLUB
Oct. 24th EASTERN BUCKEYE TAPPAN       CLUB
Oct. 24th INDIANNA SLAB  CATARACT LAKE      CLASSIC
Oct. 24th MAGNOLIA   GRENADA LAKE      CLUB
Oct. 24th CRAPPIENUTZ  WESTPOINT       CLUB
Oct. 25th GRAND LAKES  GRAND LAKE      CLASSIC
Oct. 25th INDIANNA SLAB  RACCOON LAKE      CLASSIC
Oct. 31st SPRINGFIELD  LINDSAY BRIDGE      CLUB
Oct. 30-31 CRAPPIE USA  LAKE CUMBERLAND-SOMERSET KY   SUPER
Oct. 30-31 CRAPPIE MASTERS GRANADA LAKE      QUALIFIER
Nov. 7th SPRINGFIELD  LAKE SHELBYVILLE/WILBORN CREEK ACCESS OPEN
Nov. 7th CAROLINA-CCA  BADIN       CLUB
Nov. 7th EASTERN BUCKEYE TBA        SLABFEST
Nov. 7th MIDDLE TENNESSEE WOODS RESERVOIR     CLUB
Nov. 7th CRAPPIENUTZ  BLACKSHEAR      CLUB
Nov. 8th SPRINGFIELD  LINDSAY BRIDGE      CLUB
Nov. 14th WEST TENNESSEE MOUSETAIL STATE PARK RAMP   CLUB
Nov. 14th WEST ALABAMA  TOMBIGBEE RIVER     CLUB
Nov. 14th MAGNOLIA   WOLF LAKE       CLUB
Nov. 21st BAYOU STATE  DARBONNE       CLUB
Nov. 21st EAST TENNESSE  TELLICO LAKE      CLUB
Nov. 28th WAPPAPELLO  SLABBER DAVES      CLUB
Dec. 5th BAYOU STATE  CLAIBORNE       CLUB
Dec. 5th WEST ALABAMA  TOMBIGBEE RIVER     CLUB
Dec. 5th CAROLINA-CCA  WATEREE       CLUB
Dec. 12th WEST TENNESSEE BIRDSONG RESORT MARINA    CLUB
Dec. 12th MAGNOLIA   CHOTARD LAKE/EAGLE LAKE    CLUB
Dec. 19th EAST TENNESSE  CHEROKEE LAKE      CLUB
Dec. 19th MIDDLE TENNESSEE TIM’S FORD       CLUB
Dec. 20th WAPPAPELLO  SLABBER DAVES      CLUB

(More events will be added throughout the year so check each Club often for new dates 
and places)

2015 Crappie Calendar




