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Low Water Docks

D
ocks are often associated with
hot weather fishing but that’s not the only

many lakes. This may be a small drop for
a deep lake but in a shallow lake it’s huge.
No matter which situation, if the lake has
time they can be good. Check out these docks they could be good crappie hangideas and tactics that can work now.
outs during low water periods.
Where
Many waters across the country are
drawn down to prepare for spring rains.
Some may fall a little while others drop
many feet. A five foot drop is typical for

Strategies
Russ Bailey is an Ohio fishing guide
(419-733-4527). He is also a seminar
speaker and the host of the new TV show,
BrushPile Crappie (facebook: Brushpile

When everything goes right, Russ Bailey says pulling fish from cold, low water docks is a
fun way to catch crappie.

Low Water Docks
TV). Although a strange-sounding tactic to
many fishermen, he likes to hit docks when
water is low.
“In February and March in the middle
and northern states where water is open,
the fish mood is lethargic,” says Bailey. “This
relates to a slow presentation. But even up
north where you find open water a warm day
or two can make a big difference. A slight
warm-up will bring baitfish up into shallower
water areas. Three to five feet water can be
good because it warms quicker than deeper
areas.”
Bailey continues, “The best docks
during low water are the piling docks
because the walkways are high enough to
make them easy to pitch and shoot. Boats
may be out this time of year or you might
find a pontoon. A boat, especially a pontoon,
will help warm the water quickly, at least a
degree or two, when the sun is hitting it.

At low water, the space between walkways
and the water makes for easier pitching,
flipping and shooting under the dock.
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Low Water Docks

Bailey flips a jig under a small float into the hiding places around the pilings of a dock.
Sun makes a big difference in fish activity.”
Bailey believes in using a float so the
presentation can be slow or stopped yet
keep the jig at a shallow depth in the water.
A slip-float is best because a pegged float
makes pitching difficult. The space from
float to jig reduces accuracy and eliminates
some of the tight spots where you need to
put the bait.
Equipment includes his signature
series 10.5-foot BnM pole, 6-pound highvisibility Gamma line and a small jig. The long
pole allows long pitches to get the jig back
into tight places. He starts with a Southern
Pro Stinger Shad with a 1/48-ounce head.
The bait is very light but has a good profile.
“Bait action should be very slow so
use the rod tip to give short hops. On a day
when fish are very aggressive you an use a
Hot Grub for more action.”
“Pay attention to where fish are coming
from,” says Bailey. “I try to cover all areas
of the dock but the fish will usually come
from one type area. Pay attention and learn.
You can concentrate casts to those spots
and use the same pattern on other docks.
Look for shade verses sunny areas, outside
edges verses inside, and other factors you

can use to your advantage.”
Factors
Clouds/Rain: “Most people don’t want
to be out on a rainy day this time of year
when it’s cold. Clouds can be okay but
check areas 5 to 10 feet outside the dock
because the fish will often come away from
the cover when it’s cloudy.”
Sun: “That’s the best. Sun positions
fish somewhere on the dock and on all
except rare occasions it will be in the shade.
Look for specific spots the fish like paying
attention to the sun.”
Fishing Pressure: “There might be
some fishing pressure but it depends upon
the lake.”
Wind: “Wind can be a big problem. It’s
difficult to present baits but it can be difficult
to control the boat, too. Pick locations where
it’s safe and less windy.”
Temperatures: “The water is cold so
a degree or two warm-up in the shallower
water can bring the shad in. Shad means all
fish that feed on them will come up too.”
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- Tim Huffman

Low Water Docks
10 Tips for Low Water Docks
#1- A slip-float can be pitched further with less effort because the float stays
near the bait until it hits the water.
#2- Keep your float small. Fly fishing type floats work great.
#3- Go to a slightly larger float and heavier jig on windy days.
#4- A small float is difficult to see so have a bright color like orange or yellow.
#5- A 1/32- or 1/48-ounce head is good for flipping cold water. The small jig is
easy for the crappie to take. The jig looks more natural than heavier ones.
#6- Try different colors. Start with a shad color in clear water. Try an orangechartreuse in stained. A black-chartreuse seems to work in any water.
#7- A Bobby Garland or Bass Assassin shad imitator body is great for a realistic
look.
#8- Bait action should be very slow hops causing the float to wiggle. This hops
the jig.
#9- Docks near a channel are usually the best.
#10- Have fun with the dock. Working around pilings and horizontal bracing can
be challenging. Don’t get frustrated. Win or lose you can enjoy the challenge.

New for 2015...

Kayak Division

For info visit: www.crappieusa.com

2015 Schedule of Events
Lake Talquin, FL
Cresnt/Dead Lakes, FL
Oran.-Loch-Newn., FL
Weiss Lake, AL
Clark’s Hill, GA
Lake of Egypt, IL
Old Hickory, TN
Cherokee Lake, TN
Lake of Ozarks, MO
KY/Barkley, TN
Green River Lake, KY
Pickwick/Wilson, AL
Cave Run, KY
Miss.-Sal., IN
Lake Shelbyville, IL

01/16-17/15
01/23-24/15
01/31/15
02/28/15
03/06-07/15
03/13-14/15
03/21/15
03/27-28/15
04/04/15
04/10-11/15
04/17-18/15
04/24-25/15
05/02/15
05/09/15
05/16/15

Crappie USA
125 Ruth Ave.
Benton, KY 42025
270-395-4204

www.crappieusa.com
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By Jeff Samsel

F

olks in some places are still fishing through holes in the ice or sitting restless in their
dens, awaiting spring thawing. In other areas, anglers have begun enjoying legitimate hints of
spring. Either way, most folks have at least rounded the bend from the deepest part of winter
and are looking toward warmer days and active crappie. With such thoughts in mind, it seemed
like a good time to explore some of the coolest new stuff that has hit the market for crappie
fishermen.
Johnson Crappie Buster Shad Crank
strength, but the newest Gammas was line
was designed specifically for panfishermen.
Gamma Panfish, described as optic yellow, is
highly visible in a huge range of conditions,
and is super supple for managing tiny jigs and
lightweight rigs. Gamma Panfish comes in five
sizes, from 2- to 12-pound-test, and four spool
sizes. GammaFishing.com

Whether viewed from the side, above, below
or straight on, the Crappie Buster Shad Crank
has a shape that perfectly matches a shad,
which is the primary food for adult crappie in
many rivers and lakes. The swimming action
likewise mimics a shad’s normal movements.
Most crappie specialists will troll these new
crankbaits, but the same lures lend themselves
well to being cast over brushpiles or beside
docks. Shad Cranks come in two sizes, 2
1/8 inches and 2 ½ inches, and 10 colors,
and have high-pitched rattles and red hooks.
johnsonfishing.com
Gamma Panfish Line
Many
crappie
anglers have long
liked the qualities of
Gamma Polyflex, a
molecularly
altered
copolymer line that
boasts
tremendous

Aqua-Vu Bio-Lume
First there were lanterns, with foil hoods
used to reflect light down on the water. Next
came floating lights that shined straight down.
The Bio-Lume,
new
from
Aqua-Vu, is a
submersible
light that you
can you can
put below the
surface
to
illuminate an
entire section
of the water
column. The
light
draws
plankton,
which in turn brings in minnows and then
crappie, allowing you to attract big numbers of
fish to a specific spot. Having the light beneath
the surface keeps it from messing with your
vision, along with reducing the number of
bugs attracted. The Bi-Lume uses 180 highintensity, SMD LEDS to spread 360 degrees
of light. The Bi-Lume comes with 16 feet of
cable and runs off a 12-volt battery.
aquavu.com
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10 Cool & New Items for Crappie
Lindy Perch Talker
For starters, I know,
this one has “perch” in the
name. However, the icefishing crowd immediately
proved that the Perch
Talker’s innovative design is
extremely useful for catching
various game fish species.
Also, while it is an ice lure
first, this lure will work well
for any vertical presentation
that is not into extra snaggy
cover. Through the ice or
from a boat, a Perch Talker
can be rigged with a small live
minnow or a minnow head
and fished with alternating
jiggles and pauses. Disks
and beads spin and clack,
attracting fish with sound,
vibration and flash, and when
the crappie move close, they
find fresh bait separated from
the flashy part and looking
like a very easy meal. lindyfishingtackle.com

a scent chamber in its belly so you can pack
it full of your favorite crappie attracting scent.
The Itty Bit Swim’R comes in 20 color patterns.
bobbygarlandcrappie.com
Berkley IronSilk
If the name IronSilk
rings familiar, there’s good
reason. IronSilk is a rerelease or sorts. It’s not
the same product, though.
The original version was
discontinued
because
of UV tolerance issues,
which have been fully
resolved, and the concept
and basic formula were
simply too good to keep stowed away. The
name says a lot. Iron speaks of tremendous
toughness (33 percent more abrasion resistant
than other lines of the same diameter), which
of course is important for targeting fish that
prefer to hang in brushpiles, beside bridge
supports, beneath docks, etc. Silk in the name
speaks of a softness or manageability, which
is important for casting light jigs and managing
line on reels. Available in 6- to 20-pound test.
berkley-fishing.com

Bobby Garland Itty Bit Swim’R
You know the Baby Shad Swim’R, a
variation of the classic Bobby Garland Baby Strike King Mr. Crappie Slabalicious
Shad with a tiny paddle at the end of a spear
The name Mr. Crappie Slabalicious
reveals quite a bit about Strike King’ newest
crappie bait. “Mr. Crappie” tells you that it was
designed by Wally
Marshall
and
is part of Strike
King’s
growing
line-up of crappiespecific products.
Slabalicious
suggests that it
was designed for
big crappie and
that like Strike
King’s popular Shadalicious bass lure, it is
tail that causes the bait to shimmy. The Itty a swimbait. The Slabalicious has a grub-like
Bit Swim’R, as the name suggests, is a micro- front section and narrow tail section with a
sized version of the Swim’R and is ideal for paddle at the end that causes it to kick hard
time when the fish are feeding on extra small when it comes through the water. It is 2 inches
forage or conditions create a challenging bite. long and comes in 17 crappie-specific colors.
Like the larger Swim’R, the Itty Bit version has strikeking.com
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10 Cool & New Items for Crappie
B’n’M Pro Staff Spinning Reel
Crappie fishermen commonly view their reels simply as
line holders, but too little regard for reels can create problems
when fish that test drags grab baits or when casting becomes
important. At the same time, most crappie fishermen don’t want
spend triple digits for every reel in a trolling spread. B’n’M’s
new PRO STAFF Spinning Reel is smooth operating and
was designed to withstand the rigors of daily use by guides
and tournament pros. It features a smooth drag and five ball
bearings and can hold 220 yards of 4-pound test or 100 yards
of 8-pound test, and retails for less than $40. bnmpoles.com

Lew’s Mr. Crappie Custom Graphite 16-Footer
Lew’s extended the reach of its Mr. Crappie Custom Graphite series of rods with a 3-piece
16-footer. Distinctive by their bright yellow blanks and black handles and created from high

modulus graphite, the Custom Graphite rods have all been designed specifically for crappie
fishing applications. The rods have EVA foam handles, which are comfortable to grip and slide
easily into rod holders. mrcrappie.com
Road Runner Glow Heads
For stained water, afterhours fishing and dark conditions,
a jighead that glows can make a
major difference in the fish’s ability
to find your offering. To give you an
idea much stock the folks at Road
Runner put in a glow finish that
really does what it is advertised,
they are now using N-Tense paint,
which costs $186 per gallon, to
paint original Glow Road Runner
heads. Plus they have created two
totally new series of glow-in-thedark jigheads that use the same
paint. The new Barbed Glow Road
Runner and No Bling Glow Road
Runner heads both come with a barb that will hold a tube well but is easily removed for
solid plastics. The No Bling version has no blade to allow for deeper, faster presentations.
www.tticompanies.com
- Jeff Samsel
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HOW TO?

Crappie NOW How To February
Patterns with Russ Bailey
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Tip of the Month: Slow Trolling Cold Water
Tip of the Month: By Vic Finkley

S

low trolling is just my way of fishing. It’s a good method
for catching numbers of fish and seems to catch more big fish
than other techniques. Its biggest advantage is that it’s the best for
presenting live bait.
Poles are important with 16-footers getting the baits further
from the boat so fewer fish are spooked. I use BnM Pro Staff with
Capps/Coleman tips. Double-hook minnow rigs work best for me.
It’s the basic rig everyone uses except I like my top leader to be
about three inches long. The shorter leader means the indication
of the bite is quicker compared to the longer leader. Setting the
hook as soon as you see a bite is important so a quick strike indication helps. Hooks are size #4.
I’ve done the big minnow thing and they catch fish, but I prefer a little smaller minnow. They
catch a lot of fish and when the fish are slow they’ll definitely catch more fish.
Editor’s note: Vic Finkley is a long-time Mississippi guide and tournament fisherman. You can
contact him at 4 Lakes Guide Service Mississippi, 662-614-1371.

17 Crappie NOW

February 2015

Story & Photos
by Ron Presley

P

aoli is a small town in Indiana near
Lake Patoka. Anglers in the know praise
its population of white and black crappie.
Okeechobee is a small town in Florida near
a lake bearing the same name. It is know for
its huge population of black crappie.
Pro crappie angler Tim Gibson knows
Patoka Lake well. “I have over 35 years of
sport and professional fishing experience,”
says Gibson, “Twenty-three of those years
were enjoyably invested at Patoka Lake. I
was there before the reservoir was built and
saw the lake bottom when it was still dry
land.”
He knows Okeechobee too. “I have
been fishin’ Okeechobee since the late 70s.
It has always been a good crappie lake. The
folks down here call em’ specks.” Regardless
of what you call them, they are plentiful,

Okeechobee crappies are black and
photogenic. Small hair jigs are Gibson’s
favorite jigging lure.
beautifully black, and excellent table fare.
In the summer Gibson can be found in
Indiana chasing after both white and black
crappie. In winter he’s in Florida, determined
to catch some specks.
Patoka Lake
Gibson describes Patoka Lake as
an 8,800-acre reservoir controlled by the
Army Corps of Engineers. “They dammed
the Patoka River to create the lake in a
well planned experiment.” The Corps of
Engineers actually built several ponds in
the area that would be flooded when the
lake filled. They stocked each pond with
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North or South?
a different fish. “They put bass in
one pond, crappie in another pond,
catfish in another and so on. Then
they did it all over again, building the
ponds at different levels because
they figured it would take three to
five years for the lake to fill. They
expected each stage of flooding
to release fish into the lake at a
different growth rate. At least that is
how the Indiana biologist figured it.”
Mother Nature had other
ideas. “The lake was planned for
flood control, just not as soon as it
happened. We had a hard rain for
about a week,” explains Gibson.
“The lake came up in a matter of
three days and the entire reservoir
was flooded. The rain came so hard
it even washed out some bridges.
No one expected the flood control

Some areas on Okeechobee will have grass beds
stretching three miles from shore, creating a huge
area of crappie habitat.
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North or South?

Gibson’s Ten Tips…
Catch February Crappie Now
1. Check with local tackle shops
and anglers for best bite locations.
2. Use low-viz green, 6-pound
test fluorocarbon line.
3. When jig fishing, the slower
the presentation the better.
4. When lowering the jig, stop
every 12 to 18 inches for a minute
or so, then slightly twitch the jig
and hold steady again.
5. Change colors often until
finding one color that increases
strikes. Gibson likes pink, blue,
chartreuse and dark green.
6. Always use some type of scent.
Atlas Mikes Shrimp Scent is what
Gibson prefers.
7. Add a rattle to soft plastics or
use a jighead with a built in rattle,
like Rockport Rattlers.
8. Concentrate on afternoon and
evening fishing after a cold front
passes.
9. On windy days use an anchor.
A Talon makes this job easy.
10. Use sensitive graphite poles
to detect the lightest of strikes.

aspects of Patoka to be put to use so quickly.”
The official opening came in 1980. The
dam flooded standing timber, big field farms,
a lot of small lakes and ponds, including the
ones they built as stocking ponds. Several
small feeder creeks create arms of water
extending out from the main lake giving
anglers plenty of area to investigate. Angler
access is maximized by numerous boat
ramps at various locations around the lake.
Because of all the standing timber
Gibson does a lot of vertical jigging, especially
along the river channels. “Vertical jigging on
Patoka is the same as vertical jigging on
Okeechobee, you just got more line out,”
says Gibson. Sometimes on Patoka I will
jig down 17 to 18 feet along a channel edge.
You can usually spot those fish on the side
imaging. You have to understand, there is
no timber in the middle of the Patoka River.
You should run the middle shooting out both
sides with the Humminbird to find brush
piles and timber. Move your cursor over to
the brush and mark it. Do this for a quarter
of a mile or so and then fish back on your
marks.”
Gibson uses more plastics on Patoka
then on Okeechobee. “I use plastics on
Patoka instead of hair jigs that I use on
Okeechobee. I use a lot of Charlie Brewer
slider grubs and Bobby Garland Minnows,
on a very light hand-made jighead.
In early spring his fishing starts up the
Patoka River. “The water temp will be five
to eight degrees warmer than in the main
lake,” says Gibson. “Once the water gets
into the high 50s or low 60s I start finding
fish in the lake. Crappie are just more active
in the warmer water.”
Gibson pays particular attention to
how a tree has fallen to create a brush pile.
He looks for a fallen tree where the top
surrounds one or more standing stumps.
“You can often see the stumps unless the
water is high. If a tree top surrounds a stump
or two or three stumps, I will guarantee you
there will be big crappie on there.” Gibson
says those situations are unbelievably more
productive than a lone stump or a fallen tree
trunk without a brushy top.
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North or South?
“I don’t always fish the wood,” says
Gibson. “At certain times of the year,
like pre-spawn, a lot of those big crappie
will be out there on the main lake on the
grass beds in 4 to 7 feet of water. “ In this
scenario Gibson likes to cast curly tailed
grubs over the grass. “You can swim a grub
through there and feel it hit the tops of the
grass. Let it drop when you hit something,
and THUMP, you got one. Folks in our
neck of the woods don’t fish those crappie
often.” Gibson reports that when there is
a tournament on the lake the pros will be
seen spider rigging or maybe pulling over
the grass, but local anglers have not got
into multiple rod techniques much.
Lake Okeechobee
Where Patoka is shaped like an
octopus with legs created by its feeder
creeks, Okeechobee is more like a round
basin of water with the edges covered in
various vegetation. “We have a grass here
called Kissimmee grass,” states Gibson. “It
is a short grass that grows to the surface.
Usually behind that you find pencil reeds
and flat reeds (bulrushes). You will also find
patches of hydrilla, duckweed and floating
cabbage, all good habitat for crappie.
Gibson explains that cabbage and the
hyacinth have a long root called a feather
root. It is what’s below the surfaced that is
important to Gibson. “The cabbage and the
hyacinth plants are thick and the tiny grass
shrimp live underneath there. If you can find
those and tap them a little or loosen those
shrimp with your boat motor, go back in there
and fish. The crappie will be there, eating
those grass shrimp.”
Gibson normally starts on the outside
edge of the Kissimmee grass, with his boat
in open water, casting towards the grass.
Gibson rigs a 10-foot B’n’M Sam Heaton
Super Sensitive bottom seat rod with
6-pound line. “I like the balance of the rear
seat rod because I will be holding it all day.
Let out enough line to pitch the jig to the
edge of the grass and just let it swim back
to the boat naturally. I use hand tied jigs
from Madd Jigs. They are made by Capp

Super-slow jigging is usually the trick for
catching crappie. Gibson prefers the B’n’M
Sam Heaton Super Sensitive rear seat pole
for jigging Okeechobee crappie in the thick
vegetation.
Williams in Okeechobee. I like the June Bug
color and the gold with a blue crystal flash,
tied on a #4 hook.”
When it is too windy to keep the boat
positioned in open water Gibson moves back
into the thick vegetation. “When you fish the
lake in windy conditions you just have to get
back behind the first row of vegetation, it will
calm down the rollers coming in off the lake.
There are boat lanes all back through the
grass.” Some places the vegetation runs a
mile from shore. In others it may be as much
as three miles from shore to the edge of the
vegetation creating a huge area of crappie
habitat.
Gibson uses his Minn Kota trolling
motor and drifting with the wind to make
his way through the grass and reeds. Now
instead of swimming his jig he is dropping it
vertically into any opening in the vegetation.
“I use my Talon to stop and fish a likely
area thoroughly before moving on. You can
sometimes catch several fish from the same
opening in the grass.”
According to Gibson it is a slow and
deliberate presentation that catches fish.
“You need to drop your jigs slow. The first
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drop should be about 6 or 7 inches, real slow.
Stop, tap it one time and hold it awhile. If you
don’t get a hit drop it another 12 inches very
slowly. Now, stop and jig it again, maybe
3 or 4 times before you go on down to the
bottom.
Even though you may be fishing
only 3 to 5 feet of water those specs will hit
it a thousand times quicker on a slow drop
than one that just comes zooming by. If you
don’t get a bite, pick it up and move it to
another opening in the grass.”
Gibson is also a proponent of appealing
to the crappies’ sense of smell. “One thing
I do, and suggest others do, to is to use
scent on the jigs. One of the scents I use is
Atlas Mikes Gel Shrimp Scent. I have also
used Berkley Crappie Nibbles. I believe a
little scent on the jig increases my bites.
On Okeechobee there are so many grass
shrimp in the lake I like the shrimp scent.
Crappie have a good sense of smell and any
scent will help catch more crappie.”
Okeechobee is not the best beginners
lake and a guide might be advised. “This
lake is so large the average person would
need some good advice to get started on

his/her own. When I visit a new lake I hire
a guide,” says Gibson. “It saves me tons of
time and produces fish more quickly. I want
to find out what kind of tackle they use, what
type and color of jig they use and basically
where to go to catch some fish.”
This tale of two cities and their related
lakes is a story of adaptation understood by
crappie anglers around the world. Crappie
angler’s equipment should be match to
the type of fishing, while technique and
presentation should be matched to the body
of water being fished. One way to discover
what works and what doesn’t work is to visit
with local tackle shops and anglers around
the body of water you plan to fish. They
probably won’t give you GPS coordinates,
but they are likely to reveal some basic and
general information that will help you catch
more fish. The rest is up to you.
Tim Gibson is sponsored by B’n’M
Poles and Crappie Pro Bait Company.
You can contact him at (812) 309-0482 or
fishin@blueriver.net.

If You’re Not Using Driftmaster;
good luck!

.COM

MADE IN USA

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS INC.

803-473-4927
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- by Ron Presley

Crappie Basics

Crappie Basics #91

Humpin’ Feb Crappie

There are no seasons when a hump is out of style. Crappie love contours
and that’s what a hump is…a turtle-shell formation made up of different
degrees slopes. No two are alike so there are no firm, solid rules that apply
to all. However, there are a few rules-of-thumb that can help a search.
First, look for the sharpest drop. That’s always a potential spot. Two, look
for the down-current side of the hump. Three, cover is always a key element
so take your time and mark any you find. Four, use a stair-step method to
find the key depth. In other words, start shallow or deep, not somewhere in
between. This time of year you might choose start deep fishing all deepest
parts of the hump first. Then raise your baits a couple of feet and do it again.
You’ll eventually find the strike zone and hotspots. Five, trust your electronics
for slopes, cover and fish. Taking a little more time with your locator can save
search time when you drop your hooks in the water. TH
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HOW TO?
by John Neporadny, Jr

T
he first boat my Dad and I owned
together was a 16-foot aluminum Bass

aluminum boat manufacturers to design their
boats with a front deck seating arrangement
for one or two seats. Many of today’s
Tracker that we used for both bass and aluminum crappie boats have two or three
crappie fishing.
pedestal seat base plates on the front deck
It suited our style of crappie fishing since for multiple seating options.

Some new boats now have three pedestals across the front to provide for a single
fisherman or two fishing side-by-side. This boat is a G3 Eagle Talon.
we usually dipped jigs in shallow timber or cast
to brush piles in deeper water. However the
boat’s layout would be considered inadequate
for the diverse tactics pro crappie anglers rely
on today when fishing competitively.
The popularity of spider rigging and
team crappie tournaments has compelled

The two pedestal seat holes on the front deck
make an ideal arrangement for side-by-side
spider rigging with two anglers, but the threehole setup allows anglers to switch to other
tactics easier. TJ Stallings, veteran crappie
angler and TTI/Blakemore Fishing Group
marketing/public relations specialist, likes
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Rigging a Boat - Seating and Pole Holder Placement in Aluminum Boats
to spider rig and pitch for crappie so he
prefers the three-hole setup on the front
deck of his G3 Eagle 176V boat. “There
are times when I want to use a flipping
seat for pitching to brush and banks and
that center seat option is nice rather than
sitting on one side of the boat,” Stallings
says.
Tournament
competitor
Kent
Driscoll believes the three-pedestal
base on his War Eagle Predator 1860
helps balance the load in the front of
the boat whether he is spider rigging
by himself or with a partner. “With an
aluminum boat, especially if it doesn’t
have the deep-v, you sit up in the water
more and if you are by yourself and you
are not sitting in the middle of the boat
it will lean a little to one side,” Driscoll says.
“So when the rods are in your holders the tips
of the rods on one side could be lower than
BnM_HPageCNOW2015_Layout
1 11/10/14
the
ones on the other
side.”2:39 PM Page 1

Other companies offering three seat
base layouts are Xpress Boats (Hyper-lift
and Xplorer crappie series boats), Ranger
Boats (Tournament RT188C model) and
Triton Boats (C TX and XC series). Grenada

Go Fishing With The B’n’M Pros.

Sam Heaton’s 7-Foot Super-Sensitive

The SHSS72n is a spinning rod with the same sensitivity and feel of the
jig pole series. Improvements include Dyna-Flo guides for smooth line
retrieval,and a cork knob handle for outstanding balance and feel.
Historically one of the most popular rods on the water, the SHSS72n is
still supple, strong and sensitive.

FISHING

Whitey Outlaw DOUBLE DUTY

Get back to “Fishing The Basics” with Whitey Outlaw. This MediumAction rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
size crappie. It’s perfectly balanced with a comfortable foam handle
for all-day fishing - no reel needed! It features a tough & lightweight
Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.

BNM POLE COMPANY • P.O. BOX 231, WEST POINT, MS 39773
WWW.BNMPOLES.COM • 800-647-6363 • WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BNMPOLES
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Rigging a Boat - Seating and Pole Holder Placement in Aluminum Boats
Lake guide and tournament competitor John
Harrison runs a War Eagle 2170 Black Hawk
that comes standard with the two seat base
but he had War Eagle custom design his boat
with the three-hole arrangement.
Pole holder placement is the next
crucial step in setting up your aluminum
boat for today’s specialized crappie fishing
tactics. Stallings notes some anglers make
the mistake of worrying about knee room
when trying to determine the distance they
should place their holders from the seats.
He believes reach should be the key to pole
holder placement. “A lot of people want plenty
of leg room but then when they are leaning
forward in their seat they are making the front
of the boat go down an inch or two,” Stallings
says. “If you have to lean too far forward you
are making the crappie feel the weight of the
jig before you pick up the pole.”
Harrison and Driscoll rely on a simple
formula for determining the right distance to
place between pole holders and seats. “I want
it to where if I put my elbows on my knees my
hand will touch my poles straight in front of
me,” Harrison says. “That way I don’t have
to reach way out to get a pole or the poles
aren’t shoved right up under me.”
The elbow on the knee measuring
system allows Driscoll to snatch up his rods
for a quick hookset. “It is kind of like grabbing
a fly out of the air,” Driscoll says. “You have
to snatch that rod real quick.”
Driscoll favors the Driftmaster T-275-J
Crappie Stalker System with individual pole
holders rather than a T-bar system for his
spider rigging. “The benefit of that is when
I reach up to grab my rod out of the single
versus the T-bar is that I don’t shake any of
the other poles,” he says.
The individual holders also allow him
to adjust and turn poles without disturbing
the others. “That’s really important when
fishing in the springtime in shallow water for
spawning crappie,” he says.
With his pole holders placed around the
front deck in 30-degree segments, Driscoll
estimates the tips of each pole are about
30 to 36 inches apart out over the water. He
secures the bases of the pole holders with

2-inch self-tapping stainless steel screws.
Harrison also relies on an individual stem
system with his Driftmaster Gun Slingers pole
holders. However he secures his pole holder
bases with nuts and bolts. “That is better than
putting a screw in them,” he says. “When you
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Rigging a Boat - Seating and Pole Holder Placement in Aluminum Boats
have a screw in them over time when you
push the holders back and forth the screws
will pull out.” Removing the front console on
his War Eagle Black Hawk allowed Harrison
to reach under the front deck to tighten the
bolts for his pole holder bases.
The Driftmaster T-250-H T-bar system
is Stallings’ choice for the front deck of his
G3 boat. He estimates that the base plate
of his T-bar system is about 2 feet from the
gunnel of the boat. Stallings said the stainless
wood screws and deck plates provided by
Driftmaster worked well for him in securing
the pole holder system to the front deck of his
boat.
With more options available today,
crappie anglers can set up the front deck of
their aluminum boat with an ideal seating/
pole holder layout for both spider rigging and
single pole fishing.

- John Neporadny, Jr.
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Definitely not a February photo, but a
great example of seat placement and
having the single stem Driftmaster
holders in easy position to grab a pole.
The boat is a War Eagle.
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Baked Crappie Fillets with Parmesan & Herbs

S
ome time ago CrappieNow ran my recipe for crappies with parmesan and
peanuts. This month we’ll cook with parmesan again but flavoring the fish with

herbs instead of peanuts.
We all can name a number of herbs but did you know they fall into three
categories? Culinary, medicinal and spiritual are the general usages of “herbs.”
Culinary use typically distinguishes herbs as referring to the leafy green parts
of a plant either fresh or dried. A “spice” is a product from another part of the plant
(usually dried), including seeds, berries, bark, roots and fruits.
In medicinal or spiritual use any of the parts of the plant might be considered
herbs, including leaves, roots, resin, flowers, bark, berries, etc. In general use,
herbs are any plants used for food, flavoring, medicine or perfume. Some plants are
used as both herbs and spices, such as dill weed and dill seed or coriander leaves
and seeds. Also, there are some herbs such as those in the mint family that are
used for both culinary and medicinal purposes.
Some plants contain phytochemicals that have effects on the body. There may
be some effects when consumed in the small levels that typify culinary “spicing”,
and some herbs are toxic in larger quantities.
Sacred herbs are used in many religions. For example, myrrh and frankincense
are quickly recognized by Christians. Other examples are the Nine Herbs Charm
used by Anglo-Saxon pagans and cannabis in Hinduism. Plants may be used to
induce spiritual experiences for rites of passage, such as vision quests in some
Native American cultures. The Cherokee Native Americans use both white sage and
cedar for spiritual cleansing.
One of the herbs in this month’s recipe is parsley, used as both a culinary and
medicinal herb. It is a good source of flavonoid and antioxidants (especially luteolin),
apigenin, folic acid, vitamin K, vitamin C, vitamin A, lycopene, alpha carotene as
well as beta carotene.
And parsley goes well with many foods, is often used as a garnish and here’s
how to use it and other herbs to enhance crappie fillets.
Baked Crappie Fillets
10 - 12 crappie fillets
1 cup dry bread crumbs
3/4 cup parmesan cheese, grated
1/4 cup fresh parsley, chopped
1/2 tsp. whole oregano
1 tsp. paprika
1 tsp. salt (to taste)
1/2 tsp. pepper (to taste)
1/2 cup butter, melted
1 lemon, sliced, for garnish
Clean and dry fillets with paper towels. Cut into serving size pieces. Preheat
oven to 375 degrees. Mix bread crumbs, parmesan cheese, parsley, oregano,
paprika, salt and pepper together in a medium size bowl. Dredge fillets through
melted butter and then roll them in the dry mixture. Place fillets on greased cookie
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Baked Crappie Fillets with Parmesan & Herbs
sheet. Pour the remaining butter over the fish. Bake for approximately 25 minutes.
Test for doneness with fork, fish flesh should flake. Serve with fresh lemon slices
and parsley.
Marinade made with herbs and spices.
1/2 teaspoon turmeric
1/2 teaspoon powdered ginger
1 small pressed clove of garlic
2 to 3 tablespoons lemon juice
1/2 teaspoon grated lemon rind
Combine turmeric, ginger, garlic, lemon juice, and lemon rind. Toss the fish in
this mixture, coating it thoroughly. Cover and refrigerate 2 hours.
Marinade for to be used on wild game, fish or store-bought meats.
1/2 cup strawberry wine			
3/4 cup Picante sauce
2 or 3 teaspoons white vinegar		
1 tablespoon sorghum molasses
Blend strawberry wine, Picante sauce, vinegar and molasses. Cover food to be
cooked with marinade. Use brush to cover all surfaces. Let stand one hour before
placing on grill. Cook meat in the usual manner.

Cool gear that’s catching!
Mr. Crappie Premium Line
s Low memory; high abrasion resistance
s Special softeners for superb performance
s HiVis, Camo and Clear - 4, 6, 8 and 10 lb.
s Available in Mega Spool and Mega Bulk

Mr. Crappie Spinning Reels
s Strong graphite body and rotor
s Double anodized aluminum spool
s Zero Reverse one-way clutch

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Rods
s Premium graphite blanks s Lightweight EVA grips s Aluminum oxide guides

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Spinning Combo
s Smooth 2-ball bearing system
s Thin, compact gear box
s Pre-spooled with Mr. Crappie HiVis line

www.mrcrappie.com

s Graphite composite rods with split grip handle
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2015 Crappie Calendar
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
FEBRUARY 7
CRAPPIE MASTERS
FEBRUARY 7
CRAPPIENUTZ		
FEBRUARY 13-14 CRAPPIE MASTERS
FEBRUARY 14
CAROLINA			
FEBRUARY 14
SLABMASTERS		
FEBRUARY 21
MAGNOLIA LAKE
FEBRUARY 21
CAT TX			
FEBRUARY 21
MIDDLE TENNESSEE
FEBRUARY 28
WEST ALABAMA		
FEBRUARY 28
CRAPPIE USA		
FEBRUARY 28
BAYOU STATE		
FEBRUARY 28
CRAPPIE MASTERS
FEBRUARY 28
SHOALS AREA		
FEBRUARY 28
SLABMASTERS		
MARCH 6-7		
CRAPPIE USA		
MARCH 7		
CRAPPIE MASTERS
MARCH 13-14
CRAPPIE USA		
MARCH 14		
CRAPPIE MASTERS
MARCH 14		
SLABMASTERS		
MARCH 21		
INDIANNA SLAB		
MARCH 21		
CRAPPIENUTZ		
MARCH 21		
CAT TX			
MARCH 21		
MAGNOLIA			
MARCH 21		
CRAPPIE USA		
MARCH 21		
MIDDLE TENNESSEE
MARCH 21		
INDIANNA SLAB		
MARCH 21		
SLABMASTERS		
MARCH 27-28
CRAPPIE USA		
MARCH 27-28
CAROLINA			
MARCH 27-28
CRAPPIE MASTERS
MARCH 28		
SLABMASTERS		
MARCH 28		
SHOALS AREA		

JOHNS RIVER - DELAND, FL		
LAKE BLACKSHEAR-GA LEROY’S B&T
HARRIS CHAIN LAKES- TAVARES, FL
NORMAN-STUMP CREEK LANDING
LAKE SINCLAIE				
WASHINGTON-GREENVILLE, MS
TAWAKONI					
WOODS RESERVOIR-FRANKLIN RAMP
LAKE TUSCALOOSA			
WEISS LAKE -AL				
CANEY LAKE				
LAKE MARION- MANNING, SC
WHEELER-INGALS			
LAKE OCONEE				
CLARKS HILL LAKE- EVANS, GA
GREENWOOD LAKE- GREENVILLE, SC
LAKE OF EGYPT- IL			
MULTIPLE LOCATIONS			
LAKE BLACKSHEAR			
PATOKA LAKE				
LAKE POINT MARINA-EUFAULA AL.
LIVINGSTON				
GRANADA-BIG MAMA –GRENADA, MS
OLD HICKORY LAKE			
TIM’S FORD-DEVILS STEP RAMP		
PATOKA LAKE				
LAKE EUFAULA AL				
CHEROKEE LAKE- MORRISTON, TN
GREENWOOD-CHARLIE B'S		
GRENADA, MS MS STATE 		
LAKE OCONEE				
GUNTERSVILLE-SNUG HARBOR

CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
QUALIFIER
CLUB
QUALIFIER
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
QUALIFIER
SUPER
CLUB
SUPER
CLUB
QUALIFIER
CLUB
CLUB
QUALIFIER
OPEN
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
SUPER
CLUB
CHAMP.
QUALIFIER
QUALIFIER

(More events will be added throughout the year so check each Club often for new
dates and places)
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NATIONAL
CRAPPIEEVENTS
CLUBS
(Note that club news, results and schedules are taken from websites around the 10th of each month. Only those
who provide information through their website or by email will have updated information and results included.)
Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.

Clubs/Regional Tournaments
MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB - MS
www.magnoliacrappieclub.com
CRAPPIE ANGLERS OF TEXAS (CAT)- TX
www.crappieanglersoftexas.com
WEST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB-WTCC -TN
www.westtennesseecrappieclub.com; also facebook
INDIANA SLAB MASTERS- IN
www.indianaslabmasters.com
MIDDLE TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB -TN
middletennesseecrappieclub@gmail.com
SHOALS AREA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION -AL
www.shoalscrappie.com
shoalscrappie@yahoo.com
WEST ALABAMA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION -AL
www.westalabamacrappie.com Tracy Humber 662-5740649
SLAB MASTERS TOURNAMENT TRAIL -GA
www.slabmasterstournamenttrail.net
EASTERN MISSOURI CRAPPIE CLUB- MO
www.easternmocrappie.com
EASTERN BUCKEYE CRAPPIE CLUB -OH
Easternbuckeyecrappieclub@yahoo.com
www.easternbuckeyecrappieclub.com
WILLIAM’S CREEK CRAPPIE CLUB- TX
www.williamscreekcrappieclub.com
WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIECLUB- MO
Facebook: Wappapello CrappieClub
GRAND LAKE CRAPPIE SERIES- OH
www.grandlakecrappieseries.comule.com
COOSA RIVER CRAPPIE CLUB
Paul Whorton 205-821-8373
Joe Thomas 205-746-4409
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CRAPPIE CLUBS
(see facebook)
CRAPPIE BUCKS- TX
www.crappiebucks.com
CRAPPIE SLAYERS TOURNAMENT SERIES- MO
See the www.crappie.com MO-tournaments
CAPITAL CRAPPIE CLUB- MO
Mike 573-230-3058, Ben 573-694-3588
Marshall Albertson 573-690-2370
ARIZONIA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION -AZ
www.azcrappie.com (forum)
BUCKEYE CRAPPIE CHALLENGE -OH
www.buckeyecrappiechallenge.com
NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB -OH
www.northeastohiocrappieclub.com
SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB- IL
www.springfieldcrappieclub.com
CRAPPIENUTZ- MS
www.crappieguys.com
CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
www.carolinacrappieassociation.com 704-792-5022 raeudy@ctc.net

FLE FLY Jigs have been
catching panÞsh since 1952!
Why change now....
FleFly.com
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NOW
LEAD FREE

Tournament Results
JAN. 10, 2015				
CRAPPIENUTZ				
WEST POINT LAKE
1.
MIKE/ROBERT										
6.63
2.
RICHARD/BRIAN									
6.40
3.
KEITH/ROBIN										
5.19
4.
BILLY/TAMMIE										
4.31
5.
DUSTY/TERRY										
3.53
BIG FISH
1.
MIKE/ROBERT										
1.44
Jan. 17, 2015				
CAT TEXAS				
LAKE O PINES
DIVISION 1
1.
TOMMYEZELL/JOSH(BONEHEAD)SPAIN					
14.96
2.
KEITH MOORE/MACKEY WHITE							
13.62
3.
JAY REEVE/RHONDA REEVE							
13.53
4.
RON CONASTER/RICHARD BAILEY						
12.38
5.
KIRK GROUNDS/CRAIG CARPENTER						
11.52
DIVISION 2
1.
TODD(THERMOLINE LURES)BOX/RICHARD JAMES			
14.53
2.
SHAWN DRAKE/JOHNNY FUENTES						
10.65
3.
GUY SKINNER/DAVID(SHUT UP AND FISH) GOODSON			
10.64
Tournament
Results
4.
MARVIN
MAGHAN/JASON EWTON						
9.94
5.
ROBERT RUSSELL/DOUGLAS SLOAT						
9.16
BIG FISH DIV.1
KEITH MOORE/MACKEY WHITE							
2.63
BIG FISH DIV.2
TODD (THERMOLINE LURES) BOX/RICHARD JAMES
2.60
JAN. 16-17, 2015			
CRAPPIE USA				
LAKE TALQUIN
AMATURE DIVISION
1.
BRUCE FOWLER/KATHY FOWLER						
20.30
2.
JASON H LITTLE/ BRODY LITTLE						
19.31
3.
MIKE LORENZ JR/JASON LEVERETTE					
18.46
4.
RANDY L TEMPLES									
16.41
5.
JAMES K DUKES/DAVID HEFLIN							
13.97
SEMI-PRO DIVISION
1.
GEORGE PARKER/TIM EBERLY							
21.45
2.
SCOTT WILLIAMS/BILLY WILLIAMS						
20.60
3.
JARED LEVERETTE/JERRY CAIN						
20.59
4.
ROBERT SELLERS/TOMMY SELLERS						
20.29
5.
STEVE DEASON/CHARLES SIGHTLER					
14.30
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Tournament Results
BIG FISH
1.
MIKE LORENZO JR/JASON LEVERETTE					
2.
TOMMY CHERRY/RICK HOWARD						

2.37
2.37

JAN. 23, 2015				
CRAPPIE USA		
CRESCENT & DEAD LAKES
AMATURE DIVISION
1.
RICKY WILLIS/TROY THEIL								
26.17
2.
FRED WALKER/DANNY SISSON							
23.38
3.
HAROLD E CHAPPELL/HAROLD INGRAM SR				
21.90
4.
BILL FEE/WAYNE LOY								
20.72
5.
RON WALLACE/TIM WERKIN							
19.66
SEMI-PRO DIVISION
1.
TC LLOYD/JOHN TOLSON								
29.77
2.
GEORGE PARKER/TIM EBERLY							
25.52
3.
WILLIAM B HINSON/TOMMY SLICE						
25.04
4.
DANNY CANNON/GERALD MANNING						
23.59
5.
BILL BRADLY/DARRYL COLE							
23.32
BIG FISH
1.
TC LLOYD/JOHN TOLSON								
2.83
2.
ROY T CAPE JR/ROBERT HARRIS						
2.75
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Tournament Results
JAN.10, 2015				
CAROLINA				
WYLIE-BUSTER
1.
BABIN/BERRY									
10.73
2.
HAWKINS/LUNDY								
10.14
3.
CURTIS/ROBERTSON							
10.04
4.
MORGAN/HENDERSON							
9.74
5.
GROW/JACKSON								
9.65
BIG FISH
1.
CURTIS/ROBERTSON							
2.20
JAN.24, 2005				
CAROLINA				
FISHING CREEK
1.
GROW/JACKSON								
12.12
2.
MORGAN/HENDERSON							
11.44
3.
MCGHEE/GUEST								
10.26
4.
HAWKINS/LUNDY								
10.16
5.
PERREL/PERREL								
10.04
BIG FISH
1.
MORGAN/HENDERSON							
2.20
JAN.17, 2015				
BAYOU STATE			
LAKE CLAIRBORN
1.
SKIPPER SKAINS/ZACH SKAINS						
10.43
2.
BOB GILL/JEWELL LITES							
9.11
3.
ADAM ROBINSON								
9.00
BIG FISH
1.
ZACH SKAINS									
1.86
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1st Place This
Month!
James Reiter, 15 inch slabs,
Crescent Lake

Show off your great catches in
the Crappie Now e-magazine!
Each monthly winner will
receive a fantastic prize and be
featured in Crappie Now!

Don’t forget to send in your recent photo by the 15th.
Crappie NOW e-magazine accepts color digital images for publication. A single
photo will be selected after the 10th of each month for the next month’s edition.
The winner will be contacted via email with prize information.
Check out www.crappienow.com for more details.
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Honorable Mention
Scott Broxton, Jr.,
Caught in St John’s River, 2.7lbs

Honorable Mention
Eric Millsaps, Geist Reservoir,
Indiana, biggest fish was 14 inches

Honorable Mention
Carl Turro, 2lbs 12oz,
Lake Josephine, FL

Honorable Mention
James Dismore, Bull Shoals
Lake, North Arkansas,
12 ¾ inches, 1.5lbs
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Crappie Basics

Crappie Basics #90

Following the Trend

Want to do what many other experts are doing? That’s slow
trolling, or what some call spider rigging. This time of year the
tactic lets a fisherman move slowly along working a ledge, drop
or other feature. When cover is found or a fish is caught, the boat
can be stopped to leave all baits in the spot. Popular equipment
picks includes: Driftmaster rod holder system; 12- or 14-foot poles
like BnM Pro Staff or BGJP; 8- or 10-pound test line; and doublehook minnow rig with a 3/8-ounce egg sinker. If you rig and fish
like this, you’ll be following the trend, but in this case it’s a good
trend to be following. -TH
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