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Crappie Clubs....29

Opening Cast
 Wow has it been a hot, 
hot  summer!   September 
is the t ransi t ion month 
for  several  parts of  our 
beaut i fu l  country.   This 
means that the crappie 
wi l l  s tar t  their  feeding 
binges to prepare for  the 
cold winter months.  
 Cooler nights and 
days wi l l  def in i te ly 
spark the f ish to pursue 
the matur ing shad and 
minnows in their  lake 
and r iver habi tats.  Fish 
wi l l  congregate near or around the food to bui ld 
body fat .   This opens up catching the crappie 
wi th several  other techniques in open water.
 I  just  returned from a tr ip on Rend Lake in 
I l l inois working with the Offshore Tackle planer 
board fo lks on how to use the boards wi th j igs and 
crank bai ts.  Learning to pul l  the boards wasn’ t 
that  d i ff icul t .   We wi l l  address th is new technique 
in future art ic les in our magazine. 
 We were also using the new technologies 
including Garmin Panoptyx.  We were able to 
locate cr i t ical  structures and depths.  We isolated 
f ish and bai t f ish schools around the r iver channels 
and ledges.  
 Crappienow is cont inuing to expand i ts 
methods to reach you with the r ight  Crappie 
f ishing informat ion,  how-tos and techniques.  Be 
sure to l ike and part ic ipate in our Facebook page 
and watch our numerous videos on our YouTube 
channel .   Watch our future announcements 
concerning expansion.

God Bless and Good Fishing!
Dan Dannenmuel ler,  Publ isher

WRITERS
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Points

 Points are good picks when looking 
for crappie. A point is often only part of the 
picture as drops, cover, current and other 
factors play a huge role in attracting crappie.
 Points can be long, short, narrow, 
wide, deep or shallow. They can be mud, 
rock, gravel or combinations. They can 
have natural wood, manmade cover or be 
bare. Each point is different and may be 
good year round, seasonal or not at all.
 Kevin Jones, tournament fisherman 
and pro staff for Missouri Corn Growers/
American Ethanol, Muddy Water Baits, 
and others, says, “My favorite time to fish 
points is in the spring but they can be good 
any time of year. In the fall the crappie are 
chasing shad so points are good places to 
look for both the fish and baitfish. This time 
of year start your search in the mid-depths 

and work shallow or deeper from there. 
Again, finding baitfish on the point is the 
key.”
 Like with many other structures, 
visually searching and use of a contour map 
is the easiest way to find points. A contour 
map shows the point but also shows the 
angle of the drop, turns, dips and nearby 
channels. 
 Jon Gillotte, another Crappie Masters 
tournament fisherman and pro staff for Bass 
Pro Shops, Anglers Port Marine, Vicious 
Line and others, says points are always a 
factor no matter which lake you fish. “Points 
are productive because there are depth 
changes and current detours. Crappie are 
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Jon Gillotte and Kevin Jones net a crappie 
from a rocky point.



depth oriented. Although the depths might 
change often, you’ll find most crappie at 
any one time at the same general depth. 
Therefore, the point gives them the 
opportunity to be at their desired depth 
without traveling to a different structure.”
 Gillotte says fishing pressure is not 
as great in the fall but when you find a point 
and fish you’ll often find other fishermen 
so pressure can be a problem. 

Tactics
 The type point, water temperatures 
for the area of the country you’re fishing, 
and cover are all items making technique 
selection a factor. Fast trolling, or 
longlining, is a great tactic for scattered 
fish and fish on the move like you can 
find in the fall. Longlining lets a fisherman 
troll multiple baits out the back of the boat 
giving good coverage. 

 Longline trolling is performed 
differently by fishermen, but in general, 
depth is controlled by jig weight, length 
of line and boat speed. By keeping jig 
weights and line length the same, boat 
speed becomes the main controller with 
slower speeds dropping the baits and 
faster speeds making them shallower. This 
is critical for keeping baits in the strike 
zone and for keeping baits over the top of 
the cover.
 Vertical jigging can be used on points 
with beds, stumps, trees or similar cover. 
Vertical jigging lets a fisherman control 
and hold the jig, minnow or combination, 
in front of a crappies nose for a short or 
long period of time. Once a pattern of 
depth, specific cover and presentation is 
known, the fisherman targets only the high 
percentage water. 
 Slow trolling is probably the most 
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popular tactic in the fall. The method makes 
it easy to follow schools of shad or target 
specific covers situated on the points. 
Speeds can be super-slow or fast and baits 
depths can be varied when searching for 
a pattern. There are so many advantages 
to this method it’s a great choice for fall 
points.
 “Crappie use points as runways to go 
up and down the depth ladder,” says Jones. 
“Temperatures, light penetration and other 
factors determine when, where and how 
crappie use the points. Slow trolling lets 
baits be presented is whatever style is 
needed to give crappie what they want and 
to put the baits at the exact depth of the 
fish. It’s a good technique for the weekend 
fisherman to put a lot of baits in the water 
making it easier to cover all the water on a 
point.”
 Gillotte agrees. “Slow trolling is good 
for covering water and to fish different 
depths. Once a spot is found a buoy can 
be tossed on a brush pile or other cover.”

 Both fishermen say 12-foot poles are 
easier to use but 14-foot poles are a good 
choice to keep pole tips separated and 
baits away from the boat. “A sensitive tip 
is needed to see light bites,” says Gillotte. 
“BnM Jigging poles are my favorite and I 
believe they give me extra fish because I 
see more bites. I set the hook semi-hard 
so I leave my drag loose enough for 3 to 
8 inches of line to pull off while setting the 
hook. This keeps the hook from ripping out 
yet lets me set it hard enough to get the 
hook through the lip.”
 “One more important factor for point 
fishing is current,” says Gillotte. “Crappie 
don’t like current. The backside of a point 
is best during times of current. The slack 
water areas are best and are usually 
identified by brush because brush washes 
into the slack water areas and stays there.”
 Jones has one final tip. “When using 
a jig I like a big hook. I use a #1 hook 
whether fishing a 1/4, 1/32 or something in 
between. I’ll usually fish a larger body bait 
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Points

A rocky point near a channel on Truman 
Lake, Missouri, mixed with good underwater 

cover, is a good place to find baitfish and 
crappie.



Points
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like a Muddy Water. I don’t hesitate 
modifying a bait color, length, the 
way I hook it, or anything else to 
get a crappie to bite. I believe fish 
have favorite colors in different 
lakes, but offering something 
a little different than what other 
fishermen are using can be a big 
advantage.”
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Crappie USA
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Kentucky Barkley Lakes, Paris, TN 
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Hosted by Henry County Alliance
visit: www.RetireParis.com

2016 Crappie USA Classic

- Tim Huffman
Taking time to search using electronics will pay 

big rewards at the end of the day.



 The Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency has long been proactive with crappie 
management strategies, including crappie 
stocking. The results for anglers are better 
and more consistent fishing.
 Status quo might cut it for some folks, 
but it has never been good enough for 
fisheries biologists at the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency. While TWRA biologists 
certainly will embrace sound scientific proof 
of management approaches that will not 
work, they aren’t content to simply accept 

a commonly held idea that something won’t 
work or isn’t necessary, if that something has 
the potential to improve fisheries and enhance 
opportunities for Tennessee anglers.
 Crappie provide ideal evidence. More 
specifically, the history of crappie stocking in 
Tennessee provides that evidence. The long-
held belief in the fisheries community was 
that crappie would reproduce to the level the 
habitat allowed, and that stocking fish was 
neither necessary nor likely to improve fishing.
 When Tennessee first experimented 
with crappie stocking, which goes all the way 
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back to 1988, the idea was without precedent.
 “Most other state agencies thought it was 
kind of crazy to stock crappie because at the 
time most lakes had sustainable populations,” 
said Bobby Wilson, TWRA Chief of Fisheries. 
“In Tennessee however, our biologists were 
becoming concerned about the continued 
lack of successful recruitment of crappie in 
some of our reservoirs. So they decided to 
experimentally stock crappie into a few of 
them to see if it helped.”
 Tennessee biologists believed that 
while many reservoirs had good habitat and 
plenty of forage to support good populations 
of adult crappie, inconsistent spawning 
conditions and consequently inconsistent 
recruitment were resulting in highly cyclical 
or generally struggling fish populations. If 
fingerling stockings could augment natural 
spawns and those fish could be recruited into 
populations, TWRA biologists believed they 
could substantially lessen those downward 
dips.

Experimental Stocking Efforts
 The very first experimental stockings 
were into Norris and Watts Bar lakes, with a 
combined 190,000 crappie fingerlings. Soon 
after, though, TWRA decided to shift efforts 
to Center Hill, where spawning success had 
fallen off, and a once-popular fishery was 
suffering.
 “I can remember when I was in graduate 
school at Tennessee Tech University back 
in the late 1970s. We would crappie fish in 
Center Hill and do pretty well,” Wilson said. 
“For whatever reason the crappie population 
declined severely in the 1980s, and so we 
decided to try and stock them there.”
 Biologists decided to use blacknose 
crappie, a strain of black crappie that has 
a distinctive black stripe that runs down the 
center of its head. By stocking only blacknose 
crappie, biologists could easily distinguished 
stocked fish from naturally spawned fish when 
they conducted netting or electroshocking 

surveys and therefore could assess recruitment 
of the stocked fish into the population.
 The answer was clear and came 
quickly, and the news was good. Center Hill 
experienced a crappie revival, beginning a 
couple of years after that first stocking, and 
fish that had a black “racing strike” dominated 
the catch. Stocking clearly worked at Center 
Hill, and more than two decades later, it still 
works.
Program Development
 Following the proven success at Center 
Hill, TWRA began expanding and refining the 
crappie stocking program. Center Hill needs 
ongoing stocking because natural reproduction 
is consistently low. In many reservoirs, the fish 
are used to augment poor year classes and 
lessen the severity of cycles that have always 
just been accepted in crappie populations. 
More so than with many species, crappie 
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spawning success varies dramatically based 
on conditions, especially spring water levels. 
 “In 2014, we stocked almost 2 million 
fingerlings into 11 major reservoirs and four 
agency fishing lakes,” Wilson said. “We have 
come a long way since 1988 with our crappie 

stocking program. Crappie ranks second in 
the number of warm-water fish species that we 
produce in our hatcheries (behind walleye).”
 Other states fisheries departments 
have taken note as well. Stocking continues 
to increase in popularity as a crappie 
management tool.
 Since those first fish were stocked, 
TWRA has continually evaluated ways to 
maximize the benefit of the crappie stocking. 
For example, biologists have learned that 
the stocked fingerlings simply don’t recruit 
well into the populations of some reservoirs, 
including some of the largest mainstream 
reservoirs. Therefore, those reservoirs don’t 
get stocked anymore, which leaves more fish 
for those places where stocked fish tend to 
perform best.
 Tennessee’s stocking program is 
also limited to waters where black crappie 
are the primary crappie species. Although 
white crappie populations probably could be 
supplemented in the same manner if fingerling 
fish were available, they have proven much 
more difficult to raise in hatcheries than black 
crappie.
 Crappie that have been hatchery 
spawned during the spring reach a suitable 
size for stocking late in the fall. That works out 

Stocking for Crappie Success



well, because just prior to that time is the best 
time to run trap nets in reservoirs to assess 
year-class strength from the previous spring’s 
spawn. By analyzing results from October 
trap-netting samples, biologists can determine 
which reservoirs produced the weakest year 
classes and stock the fish in the reservoirs 
where they will provide the most benefit that 
particular year.
 Spring electroshocking, creel survey 
work and casual information from anglers 
provide an ongoing look at the success 
of crappie stocking throughout the state, 
allowing TWRA to continually increase their 
understanding and refine their stocking 
strategies. Trap-netting also provides a bit of 
information about adult crappie populations, 
but the nets are definitely designed and 
placed to target first-year fish, and the primary 
function of those samples is to measure the 
strength of the new year class.
 Beyond stocking, TWRA has been 
proactive with crappie management through 
its regulations structure. Many states have 
no minimum length or a very small minimum 
length for crappie. Tennessee’s statewide 
10-inch minimum length (which has a few 
exceptions), like the stocking program, was 

established to create more consistent crappie 
fishing from year to year. A 10-inch crappie is 
three years old, on average, in Tennessee. 
By protecting fish to age three, the regulation 
allows most fish to spawn at least once. It also 
helps prevent weaker year classes from being 
wiped out by angling pressure before new 
year classes can even reach catchable size.
 Nationally, crappie still seem to be seen 
by fisheries divisions as fish that just naturally 
occur in large numbers and that require 
minimal management. Although it’s true that 
populations generally will continue to exist 
without special measures and that some will 
thrive at times, active management can hugely 
impact opportunities for anglers.

Tennessee Crappie Fishing Now
 The TWRA recognizes the importance 
of crappie, and clearly prioritizes crappie 
management. According to the agency’s data, 
crappie fishing ranks second only to bass 
fishing in popularity in the state’s reservoirs, 
accounting for 30 percent of all targeted 
effort. The total value of the statewide fishery, 
based on annual angler expenditures, is 
approximately $7 million.
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Stocking for Crappie Success

- By Jeff Samsel   
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Cool gear that’s catching!
Mr. Crappie Premium Line

  Low memory; high abrasion resistance

  Special softeners for superb performance

  HiVis, Camo and Clear - 4, 6, 8 and 10 lb.

  Available in Mega Spool and Mega Bulk

Mr. Crappie Spinning Reels

  Strong graphite body and rotor

  Double anodized aluminum spool

  Zero Reverse one-way clutch

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Spinning Combo

  Smooth 2-ball bearing system

  Thin, compact gear box

  Pre-spooled with Mr. Crappie HiVis line

  Graphite composite rods with split grip handle

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Rods

  Premium graphite blanks     Lightweight EVA grips     Aluminum oxide guides

www.mrcrappie.com

 September and October are great months to use your electronics 
to the max. Find schools of shad. Crappie are feeding on the shad. 
As long as the water is warm you’ll have good luck in ditches, creek 
channels and river channels. Make sure you see the shad before 
dropping a bait into the water. Also, be sure to keep baits a foot or 
two above the fish because the crappie will be looking up.

Crappie Basics #102

Crappie Basics

Schools of Shad



Q&A: What is your favorite September fishing tip? 

Phillip Williams, Tennessee - “I’ l l be pulling crankbaits. I do some 
guiding at Sardis and Enid, so this is the last of the prime time to get out in 25 
or 30 feet of water and pull crankbaits 12 to 18 feet deep at 1.6 to 1.9 mph.”
 
David Maddux, Missouri - “My home lake is Wappapello. We do a lot of 
longlining during this time. We use spinner grubs with 40 yards of l ine out behind 
the boat. Creek channels in eight to ten feet of water usually produce fish.” 
  
Jeff Riddle, Tennessee - “Reelfoot Lake in September means going to 
the south end of the lake in 11 to 15 feet of water. I use  Johnson Fishing 
Jig tipped with a minno. The technique that works best is uaually moving 
fast, l ike 0.6 mph, fishing right over the top of the stumps and logs. When I 
go to Kentucky Lake I’l l be spider rigging over structure or pulling Johnson 
crankbaits. The cranks are good because you can cover so much water.” 
 
Keith Mueller  - “Talking Mark Twain Lake, I’ l l be in the flats. Specifically, 
fencerows and that type cover will be good. Going up river often means a 
good bite. Fish are not aggressive in early September but become more 
aggressive as the water cools.”immediately with a minnow.”
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 Most crappie anglers are not used to 
the sight of falling and rising waters. Surely if 
a dam is pumping and decreasing the level, 
or if a strong storm adds to the flow, pushing 
water up a bank — that many have seen.
 But on the whole anglers are less 
familiar with a view of water rising up under 
dock, to the point where the level is just under 
the planking, and then six or eight hours later, 

dropping to a place where there is barely any 
water under the dock at all. Most anglers have 
not experienced that.
 But Maryland crappie angler, Capt. 
Jerry Sersen deals with such changes on 
a daily basis, actually several times within 
a single day. Fluctuating levels are what 
happens when the waters you’re fishing — 
the upper Chesapeake Bay and its assorted 
tributaries  — rise and fall with the tides. Such 

measurable changes are the essence of tidal 
water crappie.
 To acknowledge that working tidal 
waters is like nothing else in crappie fishing is 
only the first step in understanding this sport.
  For starters tidal water crappie fishing 
is both time and place specific. Time in that 
you don’t think so much of a morning or an 
evening bite, but time in that it’s important 
to know when the tides are moving, in which 

direction they’re moving and when they will 
“take a break” — meaning the flow is no 
longer a flow but at a standstill in preparation 
for turning around and going the opposite 
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By Vic Attardo

A portion of a fillet from a fresh crappie cut 
into tiny sections about the size of the nail 
on your little finger, make a great attractant 

to add to a jig.



direction. 
 Place, in that, you have to be in the 
right place at the right time to be successful 
but that then even if you are near that place, 
a distance of a few inches or a few feet can 
mean all the difference between success and 
failure.
 The first time I fished with Sersen 
many years ago we went into a creek on the 
western side of the Chesapeake Bay. As it 
was mid-September we were greeted by a 
raft of mallards in the process of gathering 
for migration. As we turned a watery corner, 
the creek opened wide and I could see that 
it split halfway back into two distinct arms. 
The left arm was peppered with large docks 
holding large elevated boats. It was quite an 
extensive chain of docks with quite a number 
of boats.
 I noticed Sersen looked at his watch so 
I asked if he had another appointment that 
day.

 “Nah,” he said, “but I don’t want to get 
caught back in here when the water drops 
out.”
 Sersen had timed our trip up the creek 
when the flow in the bay was moving, indeed 
it would be nearing its highest peak in about 
90 minutes. I didn’t know it then but the higher 
water had allowed us to pass over a sandy bar 
that would have blocked our passage had the 
level been lower. I also learned that some of 
the larger boats in the creek had to wait until 
the tide was just right before passing through 
and that many an owner kept their vessels 
anchored outside the mouth of the creek and 
went back and forth by dingy. It hadn’t always 
been this way: gradual siltation was the cause 
of the present inconveniences.
 But that wasn’t our problem now.
 We motored up to a long dock on the 
inner, deepest bank and I saw a current of 
water bending around two of the outer pilings.
 Rigged with a slip bobber and jig on a 
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Tidal Water Crappie



short five-and-a half foot rods, Sersen deftly 
flipped his setup back several yards under 
the dock — getting it to go under about an 

two-foot space between the boards and the 
water surface.
 Any crappie angler worth their salt 
(indeed this was brackish water) would 
recognize a slip bobber with a bobber stopper 
about 18-inches up and hanging loose under 
the bobber a colorful 1/8 ounce jig with a 
plastic body and tail. 
 There was no magic here — not yet 
anyway.
   What was noteworthy was the place 
Sersen tossed the bait and where he directed 
me to throw mine. 
 The long, horizontal T-dock was a 
minefield of pilings. Who ever had built this 
placement, and many others along this creek, 
had erred on the side of caution. The pilings 
were placed much closer together if, say, you 
had built a similar length dock in still water. 
I didn’t get out and measure the distance 
between the wooden sticks but I knew they 
were tighter than normal.
 Typically a veteran crappie angler will 
begin by tossing his offering as far back 
as he could reasonably go and then begin 
working the float and jig back to the boat. 
But Sersen didn’t try for such distance or 
extra territory. Instead he selected a pillar in 
the T-connection but only a few feet from the 
outer edge. And he flipped his bobber so that 
it landed a few inches from the thick stick. It 
took me a moment to realize the pillar had a 
slight wake of water on one side — the result 
of the current pushing lightly against the wood 
and creating an eddy on the opposite side. 
Sersen neatly put his float in the eddy.
 “There’s no sense tossing all the way 
under,” Sersen told me. “The tide is coming 
up so the crappie are on the front edge.” 
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Tidal Water Crappie

When the cool nights of September roll 
around, and then well into November, 

crappie rush into the natural creeks and 
the marinas.



 Sersen jostled his rod tip 
and I saw the float quiver in 
the small eddy. I imagine the 
motion was sending a message 
down to the jig and plastic tail 
as well. Unfortunately, no one 
took the call.
 He then reeled in and 
selected another pillar target. 
This too was not far back in 
the dock, but it’s eddy was a 
bit wider owing to the fact that 
a crosswalk of pilings was 
blocking the current’s path. 
Also while the first stick had a 
patch of sun shining directly on 
it, this one was in the shade.
 Sersen gave the jig a few 
ticks of the clock for the jig to 
stretch the line under the float, 
and he again jostled the rod tip, 
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Tidal Water Crappie

Captain Jerry Sersen shows the end results of a good day 
on the water. Brackish waters can be tricky but picking the 

right place at the right time produces plenty of action. 
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Tidal Water Crappie

quivering the float. This time the float dipped 
slightly.
 “Bet it’s a good one,”  Sersen said.
 As I heard later, at least in this tidal 
situation, where the crappie can be quite 
selective and tentative, it’s often the largest 
crappie that are the nibblers. Ironically smaller 
crappie are quite the gulpers.
 We didn’t find out what size crappie 
was pestering his bait — not then anyway — 
because the float stopped dancing and that 
was it. We moved on.
 “I need some magic,” was all Sersen 
said.
 To get his ‘magic,’ the Maryland captain 
cut his eight-ounce jig off the line and tied on a 
size jig more commonly used for ice fishing. He 
then went to a pillar deep in shade — but still 
more to the front of the dock — and dropped 
the line straight in. The bobber straightened 
up with the taunt line and immediately was 
pulled under. Sersen lifted and reeled quickly 
and came up with a dinky seven-inch crappie.
 “That’s what I wanted,” he said.
 Getting out a fillet knife, he cut into the 
crappie and scrapped a fillet from one side, 
purposely leaving on the skin. He then cut 
a section of fillet and this section he further 
divided into tiny squares no bigger than the 
nail of my little finger. He handed me a piece.
 “Put this on your hook skin-side down,” 
he said, cutting off the tiny jig and going back 
to the original jig and plastic trailer. 
 I dropped the offering along the eddy-
side of a pillar the stern of the boat had drifted 
towards. No sooner did the bobber lay flat on 
the water than the bottom end pointed down 
and float started to vibrate. Then with a silent 
whoosh, it was pulled down hard and lifting 
the rod I felt the strong tug of a good crappie. 
It came in the boat and measured at 14-and a 
half inches.
 Not to be outdone, Sersen circled the 
boat returning to the pillar where that first “big 
crappie” might have been. Now with a sweet 
piece of fresh crappie meat umbrellaed on the 
hook point, he flipped it back to the targeted 
pillar. Just like before the bobber danced for 
a moment then stood straight up and went 

curving down in that lovely underwater arc 
is the takedown of a good crappie. The fish 
headed deeper along the dock but Sersen 
was all over it with a strong sideways pull of 
the rod and fast reeling. Indeed this was a big 
crappie, coming in nearly an inch better than 
mine, and thick as a juicy porterhouse steak.     
 I learned a lot on that trip and on many 
subsequent excursions with Sersen.
 I learned that as the tide climbed, it 
was best to work the outer rungs of the dock. 
The crappie, Sersen said, moved out with the 
higher tide. Also as the tide grew stronger it 
was best to work the lee side of any vertical 
stick. On sunny days you tried to work in the 
shade as much as possible but past a certain 
height in the tide, shade was not as critical a 
factor.
 When the tide stopped running, the first 
thing thought about was swimming or moving 
your float and jig across the water. It seems 
that tidal current had the plastic tail working on 
its own, but when flow stopped you needed to 
reel slowly to get some action. A dead tide isn’t 
so good anyway but you could compensate 
some to get a few bites.
 When the tide turns in creeks and 
marinas, then you often have to toss your 
baits to the opposite side — again the eddy or 
lee side — of the pillars. This isn’t necessary 
as the tide first turns but as it starts “ripping” 
this tactic became more and more necessary. 
Then as the water recedes, and thus the water 
level drops under a dock, shade on a sunny 
day becomes more and more important.
 Of course, water temperature plays a key 
role in the crappie just being there. Summer 
water temperatures in the mid-80s keeps the 
fish out in the bay in much deeper water. They 
just aren’t very catchable in this circumstance. 
But when the cool nights of September roll 
around and then well into November, that’s 
when  crappie — for a considerable time — 
rush into the natural creeks and the marinas 
and are excellent targets. 
 As a tidal crappie angler might say: 
time, tide and temperature wait for no man 
but are certainly friendly to brackish crappie.

- By Vic Attardo
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 A big factor in fishing success is confidence. Having a good day fishing 
is one of the best ways to do it but not all days are good. Therefore, a few 
things can help you maintain focus. First, use and believe your electronics. 
Don’t fish where you are not seeing fish. Find them electronically then 
make a good presentation. Secondly, stick with your best technique and 
baits. That might be single pole fishing, spider rigging or fast trolling. 
Make sure you are using baits you believe will catch fish. -TH 

Crappie Basics #103 Confidence

Crappie Basics

- By Vic Attardo



 Given the various 
size rods needed for 
different crappie fishing 
techniques, rod storage 
can be more important to 
crappie anglers than the 
average angler. Whether it 
is 16 footers used for spider 
rigging or 5 footers used 
for shooting docks, anglers 
need a way to store and 
protect the investment in 
their rods. Techniques like 
spider rigging and dipping 
require some pretty long 
poles and taking care of them requires special 
attention. 
 At a bare minimum crappie anglers 
should be prepared to run from one spot 
to another with some type of bungee cord 
system to lash their long poles to the deck. 
This simple procedure can keep poles from 
being chipped or bruised in transit, causing a 
weak spot that will break under pressure. 
 B’n’M Poles pro staffer Kent Driscoll 
fishes from a War Eagle 861 Predator. His 
deck has a flat surface on both sides that allow 
him to strap longer rods down to the carpet 
for long runs from crappie hole to crappie 
hole. “The biggest reason we break poles is 
through mistreatment,” warns Driscoll. “One 
of the worst things is to let them rub on an 
aluminum surface. The metal quickly rubs the 
finish off a pole. Once you get a weak spot on 
a crappie pole, it breaks soon enough.”
 John Correll is another angler who 
takes protecting his rods seriously. He fishes 
from a Lund SSV-18, which he converted to 
accommodate his style of fishing. Keep in 
mind that he was building his dream walleye 
boat, but the rod storage solution he came 
up with can work perfectly well for crappie 

anglers too. 
 “My intended purpose for installing 
rod storage was to move fishing rods out 
of the way,” explained Correll. “The results 
are more convenient, hassle-free fishing and 
protecting the rods from being accidentally 
stepped on, bumped or broken.” 
 Correll worked through a couple of 
conversions before settling on the installation 
shown in the photo. He used a side mount 
product from Folbe called the Advantage Side 
Mount. He used support braces that already 
exist on the Lund, making it a relatively easy 
installation. He put the tip end rod holders 
on the brace and the rod handle end on the 
seat. In order to accommodate longer crappie 
poles spread out the rod holders and add a 
third support in the middle. 
 Two units on each side hold three rods 
each for a total of 12 rods stored safely in the 
boat. Correll says his system, “positions rods 

HOW TO?
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By Ron Presley 

Correll’s custom installation holds 12 rods 
in various places around the boat for easy 

storage and access.
Correll photo used with permission.
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Rod Storage 

Whitey Outlaw DOUBLE DUTYSam Heaton’s 7-Foot Super-Sensitive
Get back to “Fishing The Basics” with Whitey Outlaw.  This Medium-
Action rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
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Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.
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out of the way, yet enables instant set-down 
and pick-up of a chosen rod no matter where 
you’re seated in the boat.” 
  “Sometimes by buddies don’t use the 
rod holders,” said Correll. “The main reason 
they don’t is that they think it is easier, or 
took less time, to set a rod down on a seat or 
the floor rather than the 10 to 15 seconds it 
takes to secure it in the rod holder or the 10 
seconds it takes to extract it.” Unfortunately, 
if you don’t use them, the result could be 
tangled or broken equipment and a missed 
opportunity. 
 If you choose a larger, high perfomance 
boat it is likely to have some kind of built-
in storage in a hatch under the deck. Jim 
Forrest, a crappie guide on Weiss Lake in 
Alabama, fishes from a G3 HP 200 DC. “The 
built-in rod storage is good for shorter rods, 
but the longer rods I use for crappie fishing 
won’t fit,” commented Forrest. 
 “To store the longer rods I use a Tip 
Saver made by Driftmaster which holds the 
rods up off the deck. The elevated racks 
prevent customers from stepping on them, 
which is what happens when the rods are on 

the deck of the boat. The Tip Saver also has 
a bungee cord which holds the rods securely 
in place while trailering or running across the 
lake,” explained Forrest. 
 Pro crappie angler Brad Taylor agrees 

Rod Storage  
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Underdeck storage is often too short 
for long crappie poles, but excellent for 
protecting short rods like those used for 

dock shooting.
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Rod Storage 

with Forrest on solving the storage 
problem while in transit, but he chooses 
a slightly different product. “The tips on 
long crappie poles get banged around 
and eventually broken when not taken 
care of,” explained Taylor. 
 “I installed a product called 
Driftmaster Rod Locker to address 
the problem. I usually troll with 16-
foot B’n’M poles and they can be hard 
to transport and have a tendency to 
tangle. When I transport rods in the 
Rod Locker, my fully extended rods are 
stored safely and securely. A bungee 
cord holds them horizontally and keeps 
tips in the air and off the deck.” 
 The Driftmaster Rod Locker 
goes one step further. It will actually 
lock your poles in place when needed. 
The Rod Locker will hold up to eight 
rods. The rear section holds the rod 

Rod sleeves add a level of protection to individual 
rods and allow more rods to fit in the same storage 

without tangling. Shown are Slix Rod Sleeves.



handles securely under a locking metal cover 
to prevent theft when you stop for coffee or 
overnight at a motel. 
 The other problem with transporting 6 to 
8 long crappie poles is tangling. Most anglers 
wrap the line around the poles, but Taylor 
advises anglers to wrap the tips too before 
storing. “Always wrap your tips together with 
Rod Straps that you can get from Grizzly Jig,” 
said Taylor. “Wrap all tips together so they 
don’t flop around.” 
 Common sense is the essential 
ingredient in Taylor’s rod management. “Last 
but not least, when you haul these long poles, 
make sure you keep them all secure and out 
of the way of people walking and moving 
around. They can step or sit on them causing 
damage or even breakage,” concluded Taylor.  
 Horizontal rod storage can also make 
you a more efficient angler. “Most people think 

about transport when considering Driftmaster 
Tip Savers or Rod Locker products,” said 
David Baynard, Driftmaster designer and 
spokesman. “In reality the storage racks 
will also allow anglers to switch their fishing 
techniques efficiently. Elevated racks produce 
a clean organized boat deck for crank pulling 
rigs while the angler pushes jigs. If a change in 
technique is needed you can go from pushing 
jigs to pulling cranks in minutes, without 
tangles. It is as simple as exchanging a jig 
pole for a crank pulling pole in the rack.” (See 
photo)
 Adding a Slix Rod Cover can add a layer 
of protection to individual fishing rods. FLW 
Pro Andy Young promotes the rod sleeves as 
an inexpensive way to protect the investment 
in your rod. “Using the Slix allows you to 
double the number of rods that you put in your 
rod locker because they wont get tangled,” 
explained Young. “It has a hanger on the top 
so you can hang it in your garage or wherever 
you want to hang it. It has an elastic band on 
the bottom to fasten around the reel and hold 
it on the rod.  It also has a label on it so you 
can ID the rig you have stored.”
 This appraisal has only scratched the 
surface of rod storage products available on 
the market and DIY solutions from creative 
anglers. Crappie anglers need to do their 
homework and find a rod storage solution that 
best suits their fishing style. Taking proper 
precautions to store and protect fishing rods 
from abuse and breakage becomes time well 
spent if you can avoid finding a broken rod as 
you load up for your next fishing adventure. 

Information: John Correll’s complete boat 
conversion can be viewed at http://www.
correllconcepts.com/boat_conversion.htm.   
Kent Driscoll is sponsored by B’n’M Poles, 
War Eagle Boats, and Driftmaster Rod 
Holders.   Jim Forrest can be reached through 
his website at http://www.fishbama.com. Brad 
Taylor is sponsored by B’n’M Poles, War 
Eagle Boats, Driftmaster Rod Holders, TTI 
Blakemore Road Runners and Mid South 
Tackle. 
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The elevated Driftmaster rack stores 
eight rods up off the deck to prevent 

breakage and tangling.

- By Ron Presley
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- By Ron Presley

1st Place This 
Month!
David Lee

17 inches/4.1lbs 
Cartersville 

Georgia

Don’t forget to send in 
your recent photo by 

the 15th.

Crappie NOW 
e-magazine accepts 

color digital images for 
publication. A single 

photo will be selected 
after the 10th of each 

month for the next 
month’s edition. The 

winner will be contacted 
via email with prize 

information.

Check out www.
crappienow.com for 

more details.

Honorable Mention
Robert Agee 
3lbs 
Hydro, OK
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 I f you like the flavor of mustard, whether on a sandwich, hotdog or with 
an entrée such as venison or duck, this recipe is for you. And there are a great 
many of us who relish the tangy taste of mustard because we consume 400 
mill ion pounds each year worldwide. 
Mustard is one of the oldest spices - it was used 5,000 year ago around the 
Mediterranean and in Asia. It was an everyday spice for the ancient Greeks, the 
Romans used it as a condiment and pickling spice, and, when traveling, King 
Louis XI carried his own royal mustard pot so he could have his favorite spice 
if his host was remiss. 
 Mustard was, and stil l is, made by grinding seeds of what was called the 
senvy plant (same family as broccoli and radishes, but, in time, senvy simply 
became known as the mustard plant). The flour was mixed with a liquid like 
unfermented wine, called “must.” The must, a grape juice, helped bring about 
the modern name “mustard.” 
 There are three mustards; white (sometimes called yellow), brown, and 
black. White mustard seeds become slightly yellow when ground to flour and is 
used mainly to produce a mild preparation whereas brown mustard and black 
(usually called oriental) mustard are mainly for hot table mustard. 
Our American ballpark-style mustard is made from the white seeds and blended 
with sugar and vinegar and is colored with turmeric. Dijon mustard is made 
from the husked black seeds blended with wine, salt, and spices. It is pale 
yellow and ranges from mild to very hot. This is the mustard generally used in 
classic French mustard sauces and salad dressings. Bordeaux mustard is made 
from unhusked black seeds blended with unfermented wine producing a strong, 
aromatic, dark brown mustard often flavored with tarragon. 
 Powdered mustard is usually made from white mustard seed and is often 
called mustard flour. It is bland when dry but when mixed with cool water its 
pungency come forward after a glucoside and an enzyme have a chance to 
combine in a chemical reaction (about 10 minutes). Hot water will kil l the enzyme 
and adding vinegar can stop the reaction before that its full f lavor has develop. 
Once the essential oils have formed, then other ingredients can be added to 
augment the taste: grape juice, lemon or lime juice, vinegar, beer, cider or wine, 
salt, herbs, etc.
 Now select your favorite mustard and let’s cook some crappies.

Mustard Fried Fish
6-8 slab fi l lets 
1 16-ounce carton sour cream
1 cup prepared mustard
3 cups yellow cornmeal
Salt and pepper to taste
Peanut or canola oil 
 Coat fish with sour cream and mustard and let stand for 20 minutes in 
refrigerator. Season cornmeal with salt and pepper, before dredging the fish in 
the mixture. Deep fry in hot oil, using either a cast iron skillet or deep fryer. 

Mustard Fried Crappies
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Lemon Rind Fried Fish
1 1/2 pounds crappie fi l lets 
1 cup flour
2 teaspoons grated lemon peel
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 cup beer or water
Vegetable oil (for frying)
1/2 cup cornmeal for coating
1/2 cup flour for coating 
 Mix flour, lemon peel, salt, pepper, and beer. Chill for 30 minutes. Heat two 
inches of oil in a fryer to 375 degrees. Mix cornmeal and flour for coating. Coat 
fish in cornmeal-flour mixture. Dip in batter. Fry 3 minutes or until tender. 

 And for us squirrel hunters - or anyone looking for an excuse to eat noodles 
– try this recipe.

Squirrel and Noodles
3-6 squirrels (depends upon how much meat you want)
1 large onion, quartered
1 large can chicken broth
Poultry seasoning (to taste)
Egg noodles
In a crock pot, combine the squirrels, onion, broth and poultry seasoning.
Cook on low overnight or 6-8 hours and the meat falls off the bone. Remove 
squirrels and onion. Discard onion. Save broth. Remove the meat from the 
bones and add back to broth.
In a pan, add noodles (amount depends how many you are feeding) to boiling 
water. Boil until almost done. Drain noodles and add them to the crock pot. 
Cook on high for an hour or until noodles are tender. Serve and enjoy.

Mustard Fried Crappies



(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)

SEPT 5 MIDDLE TENNESSEE WOODS RESERVOIR     CLUB
SEPT 11-12 CAT TX   CEDAR CREEK   TX STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
SEPT 12 INDIANNA SLAB  MISSISSINEWA RESERVOIR   CLUB
SEPT 19 MIDDLE TENNESSEE TIM’S FORD-DEVILS STEP RAMP  CLUB
SEPT 23-26 CRAPPIE MASTERS LAKE HENRY COUNTY-PARIS, TN NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
SEPT 26 SHOALS AREA  PICKWICK-ROSE TRAIL    CLUB
SEPT 26 INDIANNA SLAB  MORSE LAKE     CLUB
OCT 7-10 CRAPPIE USA  PATOKA LAKE-JASPER, IN   CLASSIC 
OCT 17 MIDDLE TENNESSEE NORMANDY-BARTON SPRINGS RAMP  CLUB 
OCT 17 SHOALS AREA  PICKWICK      CLASSIC 
OCT 17-18 INDIANNA SLAB  CATARACT/RACCOON   2 DAY CLASSIC 
OCT 30-31 CRAPPIE USA  LAKE CUMBERLAND-SOMERSET, KY  SUPER 
OCT 30-31 CRAPPIE MASTERS GRANADA LAKE-MAMPHIS, TN   QUALIFIER 
NOV 7 MIDDLE TENNESSEE WOODS RESERVOIR    CLUB 
DEC 19 MIDDLE TENNESSEE TIM’S FORD-DEVILS STEP RAMP  CLUB

(More events will be added throughout the year so check each Club often for new dates 
and places)

2015 Crappie Calendar
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HOW TO?

Crappie NOW How To Brad Taylor 
of BnM Poles ICAST 2015
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CRAPPIE CLUBS

(Note that club news, results and schedules are taken from websites around the 10th of each month. Only those 
who provide information through their website or by email will have updated information and results included.)
Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.

Clubs/Regional Tournaments
MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB  - MS 
www.magnoliacrappieclub.com  
Will be hosting its 1st Festival Bass Tournament on Brows 
Creek, Lake Guntersville Saturday April 11, 2015

CRAPPIE ANGLERS OF TEXAS (CAT)-  TX
www.crappieanglersoftexas.com 
Will be hosting its 2nd annual “Crappie Fest” on Lake Fork, 
Saturday April 11, 2015

WEST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB-WTCC  -TN
www.westtennesseecrappieclub.com;  also facebook

INDIANA SLAB MASTERS- IN
www.indianaslabmasters.com

MIDDLE TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB  -TN 
middletennesseecrappieclub@gmail.com

SHOALS AREA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AL
www.shoalscrappie.com        shoalscrappie@yahoo.com

WEST ALABAMA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AL
www.westalabamacrappie.com  Tracy Humber 662-574-0649

SLAB MASTERS TOURNAMENT TRAIL  -GA
www.slabmasterstournamenttrail.net 

EASTERN MISSOURI CRAPPIE CLUB- MO
www.easternmocrappie.com

EASTERN BUCKEYE CRAPPIE CLUB  -OH
Easternbuckeyecrappieclub@yahoo.com
www.easternbuckeyecrappieclub.com

WILLIAM’S CREEK CRAPPIE CLUB- TX
www.williamscreekcrappieclub.com

WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIECLUB- MO
Facebook:  Wappapello CrappieClub 

GRAND LAKE CRAPPIE SERIES- OH
www.grandlakecrappieseries.comule.com
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COOSA RIVER CRAPPIE CLUB
Paul Whorton 205-821-8373 
Roger Absher 205-283-7638
(see facebook)

CRAPPIE BUCKS- TX
www.crappiebucks.com   

CRAPPIE SLAYERS TOURNAMENT SERIES- MO
See the www.crappie.com  MO-tournaments

CAPITAL CRAPPIE CLUB- MO  
Mike 573-230-3058, Ben 573-694-3588
Marshall Albertson 573-690-2370

ARIZONIA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION  -AZ 
www.azcrappie.com   (forum)

BUCKEYE CRAPPIE CHALLENGE  -OH 
www.buckeyecrappiechallenge.com

NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB  -OH
www.northeastohiocrappieclub.com

SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB- IL
www.springfieldcrappieclub.com

CRAPPIENUTZ- MS
www.crappieguys.com

CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
www.carolinacrappieassociation.com  704-792-5022  raeudy@ctc.net

CRAPPIE CLUBS
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Tournament Results

EASTERN MISSOURI

AUGUST 1    MARK TWAIN LAKE
1. Carrie Messamaker/Tamie McGrann    6.12
2. Shane Cappel/Kate Cappes      6.08
3. Brad Ruyle/Paige Ruyle      6.07
4. Ron Molitor/Rita Molitor      5.81
5. Chris Epple/Joselyn Kriegbaum     5.77
BIG FISH
1. Bruno Perotti/Dianne Perotti      1.27

MIDDLE TENNESSEE

AUGUST 21   WOODS RESERVOIR
1. Jerry Cartwright/Tom Rein      5.60
2. Toby Ivey/John Wells       4.89
3. Goody Hill/Tracy Farmer      2.98
BIG FISH
1. Jerry Cartwright/Tom Rein      .97

CRAPPIE MASTERS

AUGUST 22    TRUMAN LAKE
1. Barry Morrow/Chad Maupin      8.85
2. David Cox/Steve Hockett      8.63
3. Richard Bowling/Garry Lee      8.36
4. Mike Gillotte/Jon Gillotte      8.31
5. Frank Haidusek/Jim O’donnell     8.24
BIG FISH
1. Charles  Bunting/Travis Bunting     1.94
MALE-FEMALE
1. Jeff Faulkenberry/Natasha Goucher    5.75
ADULT-YOUTH
1. George Ryberg/Cameron Wright     7.28

CENTRAL ARKAKSAS

AUGUST 8    PINR BLUFF HARBOR
1. Jason Westerberg/Jim Westerberg     9.16
2. JW Williams/Autumn Williams     9.15
3. Scott Black         9.02
4. Greg London/Russ Clark      7.82
5. Dennis Bayles/Brett Walker      4.09
BIG FISH
1. Stephen Tedford/Lee Tedford     1.67
2. Mike Ditmore/Clint Blair      1.57

Tournament Results




