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This is issue #71 of
CrappieNow…and they
said we would never
make it as a digital online
magazine. To tell you
the truth, being an oldtimer who enjoys having
a paper magazine in
my hand, I wasn’t sure
either. What I did see
was
magazines
and
newspapers going away,
and the trend to online.
I wanted to be part of the group who pioneered
the first and best digital crappie magazine.
Being a free magazine, we are driven by
advertising. The advertisers pay the bills so
we are thankful for their support. They are the
critical link. And thanks to fishing experts who
give their time for interviews and photos. Thanks
to you and all readers who are an obvious
necessity because without you there would be
no reason to do the work we do. Thanks to our
writers who provide years of experience and
talent. And to the CrappieNow team who sell
advertising, do layout and take care of all the
everyday business of the publication.
Issue #71 covers basic fishing, tips,
tactics and other fishy stuff. We also continue
a series on national tournaments. Even if you
never fish a tournament, the fishermen who
compete have an impact on new equipment and
they have in-depth fishing information that can
help you catch more fish. Tournament history,
theories of competition, trends and direct input
from those involved give insight to what has
happened along with the future.
I hope the holiday season was a good one
for you and your family. May the New Year bring
health, happiness and many livewells full of fat
crappie.
Good fishin’ and God Bless,
Tim Huffman, Editor
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Story & photos by Vic Attardo

I
n recent years the emphasis in ice fishing for crappie has been
on small soft-plastic baits. These highly flexible and tantalizing bits

are great crappie attractors. I don’t dispute that. But sometimes when
ice fishing for crappie, particularly when conditions get tough, you
need to go after them the old fashion way -- and the oldest of the
fashions uses a minnow.
There’s hardly a warm-season crappie angler who hasn’t caught
a white or black without a minnow, but so many ice anglers are using
larva bait, which are very good, or those new soft plastics, also very
effective, but neglect the first bait in the book, live or dead minnows.
Minnows are surprisingly versatile in that they can be fished
on a range of equipment and unlike small soft plastics accompanied
by equally small jigs, they can be worked through a greater range of
depth.
Last winter after drilling around a good crappie lake with my
Ion battery-operated auger, I found where the greater concentration
of crappie were holding rather deep, 15 to 18 feet. While a tungsten
jig and an itty-bitty soft plastic would certainly reach that depth, the
control and feel I’d have at that level frankly wouldn’t be good. The
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2017 Crappie USA Trail
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Ky & Barkley Lakes , Paris, TN - 10/26-28/17

Crappie USA
2 2 0 Mo h aw k Ave .
L o u i sv i l l e , KY 4 0 2 0 9
502-384-5924

www.crappieusa.com

use of an ice-braid line -- which I’ve become
a firm believer in -- would certainly help the
situation, but even then I’d be relying on
feeling the subtle take of cold crappie quite a
ways down.
Facing that situation I decided to use the
live fathead minnows I’d brought along. My
aim was to achieve a surer, and longer, strike.
Getting down I still used a tungsten jig,
but one with a slightly longer hook shank, and
I threaded the fathead by the lips. My weapon
was a 22-inch medium light jigging stick which
I’d learned had enough backbone to set a hook
at these stretched depths. The Vexilar told me
where the fish were and when I dropped the
jig-festooned minnow in their midst it didn’t
take long for the more aggressive crappie to
come my way. In retrospect I had to perform
a bit of Hole Hopping that day as the crappie
pods were small and spread out but they took

the minnow because it was a real meal.
The “technique” worked because when
a crappie struck a minnow it had to hold
longer than it might if it were inhaling a smaller
larva bait or plastic. Yes, these crappie were
still inhaling the minnows but also there was
some mouth-adjustment, or additional gulps,
to get the minnow toward the crappie’s gullet.
This gave me precious ticks of the clock to
feel and react to the strike. I know that on very
cold outings my reaction time gels and I can
use that extra second or two as the sluggish
neurons in my brain signal my chilly hands to
set the hook.
Minnow on jigging sticks are also good
for shallow water ice fishing, usually in depths
of from six to 12 feet. This is probably the
situation in which minnows are least used
as anglers prefer to attach a larva bait or
soft plastic at this range. But there are times
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and conditions when crappie aren’t
thrilled by either of those offerings
and minnows to the rescue.
One again the bait of choice
is a fat head minnow, about an inch
and half in length. But now let me
add another crappie attractor to the
recommended list. So far I’ve been
talking about small tungsten jigs,
let’s now introduce slightly larger
marabou-tailed jig head.
Because they can dance
like St. Vitus, one-eighth ounce, or
smaller, marabou jigs are a great
presentation for little minnows. Don’t
worry that the marabou envelops the
head of the minnow, it’s all part of the
picture.
I’m mentioning the marabou jig
at this point of the story but it’s also
successful at those greater crappieholding depths of 12-18 feet, still
suitable for the jigging stick.
And here’s something to think
about. As your day goes on and
a number of minnows meet their
maker in your bucket, the use of a
wavy marabou jig creates a sort
of a resurrection. Over the years I
have done very well pounding dead
minnows on a white marabou jig at
many depths. And while going from
divot to divot in Hole Hopping a live
minnow might not survive the terribly
cold air, using a marabou jig to add
live to the minnow’s silted action,
works wonders.
Another alternative is to place the head
or tail of dead minnow on a chain spoon.
These vertical spoons twirl and flash and the
scent and taste of the minnow on the chainconnected hook is the strike trigger.
I mentioned that minnows can be worked
on a wide range of equipment and here I’ll
explain all that.
In this often too fast era of run-and-gun
ice fishing (though true it seems weird to explain
it that way) the forgotten or neglected piece
of equipment is the classic tip-up. Mention
tip-ups to the ice angler converted solely to
jigging equipment and you’ll get a strange

Tip-ups will not catch the numbers of
crappie you’ll get going from hole to hole
with a jigging stick, but by using a bigger
bait they catch some pretty large crappie.
look. True tip-ups will not catch the numbers
of crappie you’ll get going from hole to hole
with a jigging stick, but by using a bigger bait
they catch some pretty large crappie.
The minnow to use while working tipups around the ice is not the tiny fathead
but the longer and certainly bulkier shiner
minnow. Shiners are bright silver and their
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Understand that when fishing below a
tip-up, shiners are not hooked by the mouth
but just behind the dorsal fin. Using my sturdy
Beaver Dam tip-ups I can drop a three-inch
shiner to any depth, leave it alone until the
flag unfurls, and know that hearty shiner will
be wriggling for a long time -- or until a big
crappie comes along and takes a bite.
size produces more vibration compared to a
You’ve probably realized the emphasis
fathead.
hard-lure manufactures place on getting their
crankbait to appear injured. By tinkering with
body construction they get crankbaits to wiggle
like the lure is taking its last breath.
Well, you can do this to a shiner without
putting it in its grave.
Using clippers or scissors cut chunks
away from the shiners fins, preferably the
top of the tail or caudal fin but also one of its
pectoral fins. This will affect the balance of the
shiner and the resulting erratic movements
will attract game fish, like a big crappie.
However if you perform this fin clipping,
and the shiner has to react to the imbalance,
there’s a strong probability it will not survive
While going from divot to divot in Hole
Hopping, a live minnow might not survive
the terribly cold air. A marabou jig adds life
to either a live or dead minnow for more
action.
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as long on the hook. You’ll need to check it
more often than you would an unaltered
shiner.
If you’re fishing to large 13 and 14 inch
crappie, consider using a treble hook behind
the shiner’s dorsal fin rather than a single point
hook.
Place one point of the treble hook behind
the dorsal fin -- not so far down as to puncture
the spine -- and leave the remaining tines free
to catch the wide mouth of a hefty crappie.
No matter what equipment you’re using
or what size bait, you need to keep your
minnows from freezing.
The easiest and best way is place
them in an insulated bucket and then place
the bucket in your sled, at least not directly
on the ice. I like buckets with foam liners. If
all you have is a regular plastic bucket, find
another container to place it in and then line
the separation between the two containers
with lots of crumpled newspaper.
Many times when you dunk a minnow in a
cold lake the bait goes into shock and become
still. A way to get around this is to gradually
add small amount of the lake’s cold water into Have fun; ice fishing with minnows is all about
your minnow bucket. Sometimes if you scrape fun.
the snow off the top of the ice and add this to
the water in the bucket, it will acclimate the
- Vic Attardo
minnows to the colder water below.

Top Ten Minnow Tips Under the Ice
When conditions are tough, and even when they’re not, use minnow
to catch iced-in crappie.
Minnows worked on jigging sticks enable an angler to move around
from hole to hole searching for aggressive crappie.
On particularly cold winter outings, the use of minnows gives the
angler more time to react to a strike.
The use of a marabou jig adds life to a lifeless minnow.
When using a shiner minnow place it beneath a tip-up.
Hook larger shiners behind the dorsal fin.
Cut away a portion of a shiner’s fins and the minnow will act
erratically.
When fishing for large crappie consider using a treble hook to hold
the tip-up bait.
Keep your minnows from freezing by using an insulated bucket.
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HOW TO?

Crappie NOW How To Ditch Bag
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Crappie Basics #129
River fishing is usually based upon
current. When current is slow it opens options
by making more spots fishable.
Points are places that can be good. A
fish likes to go from 18 feet to 14 feet and 6
feet quick and easy. Points offer that option.
When fishing a point pay attention to the
shade. We’ve found that crappie prefer the
side that provides the most shade. When the
sun gets high the fish are often deep.
–TJ Stallings
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River Tips

By Tim Huffman

P
art 2 discusses the different formats and divisions often seen in national
tournaments. Our series experts include Darrell Van Vactor, General Manager of
Crappie USA; Mike Vallentine, President and Owner of Crappie Masters; and Matt
Morgan, Co-Owner of the American Crappie Trail. There will also be comments from
tournament fishermen.
The purpose of this series is to discuss the national trails, a little inside
information and the future of the sport. Whether you fish tournaments or not, these
national trails and the fishermen who fish them have an impact on the boats, gear
and baits that are available. Tournament fishermen have added volumes of fishcatching information that can be used in weekend fishing.
Primary Format: All-in-One or
Amateur/Pro
A tournament trail’s personality is
formed by a number of factors including the
level of the tournaments, who fishes them, the
people who run them and the format. Some
trails may choose to have many tournaments
while others may have fewer events. The
tournaments can be split into amateur/pro
while others lump everyone together. The
choice of format, along with the sub-divisions,
or categories, are two of the factors defining
a tournament trail.
Crappie USA has amateur and pro
divisions. The amateur division is for teams
who earned less than $2000. Teams may enter
either category unless they must enter pro
because of previous year’s earnings. Entries
are lower for amateur with lower paybacks.
Van Vactor says, “Our trail was based
upon including grassroots fishermen and it
has worked well for us. The amateur division
is a great way for an individual or team to
enjoy tournament fishing. Also, they gain
experience should they decide to fish more
seriously in the future. The Amateur division
gives fishermen who would not fish a more
expensive, serious tournament a way to
enjoy tournament fishing. The Pro Division
has higher entry fees and paybacks. These
fishermen are more competitive minded.”

Crappie Masters has an all-in-one format.
The original format has been maintained since
the beginning. Vallentine says the primary
reason is for bigger paybacks rather than
splitting it between divisions. The top teams
in the tournament earn more money. He says
his personal philosophy, whether a softball or
crappie tournament, is that everyone enters
and the best team for that weekend wins.
The American Crappie Trail has an allin-one format. “It would be impossible,” says
Morgan, “to give a Ranger Boat for top prize
each tournament if we split the field with
two or more divisions. If a team is there to
compete, let them face everyone. Winning is
a matter of skill and a lot of luck so anyone
can have a good day.”
Male-Female & Adult-Youth Divisions
Crappie USA has Male-Female,
Female-Female and Adult-Youth Divisions.
These allow fishermen to compete with all
fishermen yet compete against other similar
teams.
Van Vactor says, “Everything about
these divisions are positive. We are a family
oriented circuit. The divisions are an incentive
to compete against similar teams. Also, it’s
easier for a guy to get away fishing on more
weekends if he is taking his wife or child. He
can fish more while having family time.”
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He says he wants to keep their
tournaments fun and something families
and friends can do together. The divisions
are one way to do that.
Crappie Masters has both MaleFemale and Adult-Youth. “The Male-Female
has been very popular for several reasons,”
says Vallentine. “Teams we see at multiple
tournaments are often those who like to
travel and fish. The tournaments give them
the opportunity to practice and fish together
along with the opportunity to compete.
Crappie fishing is definitely a family-friendly
sport with most people having a laid-back
attitude compared to many other sports. This
division also creates another opportunity
to win and I believe the division gets more
people out to fish.”
The Adult-youth division has not been
as popular. Vallentine says school is the
primary reason for lack of participation. It’s
difficult for kids to miss much school to go

Tournament days are not always held in
perfect conditions. Rain, wind, cold, fog
and high water are a few of the common
situations tournament fishermen must face.
fishing and most tournaments are scheduled
when school is in session.
The American Crappie Trail has no
Adult-Youth or Male-Female Divisions.
		
Kayak Division
Van Vactor “Kayaks are very popular
so we tried a two-year sample program to
see the level of interest. We encountered
two major problems. First, a lot of our
tournaments are in early spring with cool
water, cold fronts and wind. It isn’t the best
for kayak fishermen. The second problem
is we hold few tournaments in the summer
because it’s tough to keep fish alive.
That’s when kayaking would be best. The
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$1000 college scholarships awarded every
year.
They further encourage youth by
allowing a third partner (must be under the
age of 16) to compete with a tournament
team. “Pole numbers stay the same so there
kayak fishermen are great people but the are no advantages. But it’s great that a dad,
kayaks haven’t been a good match for our or mom and dad, or grandpa, can take a
tournaments.”
youth with them to fish a tournament.
Crappie USA has presented over
Kids
Crappie USA established the Crappie
Kids Fishing Rodeos in their beginning
and they have been an important part of
that trial’s identity. The Rodeos are held
in conjunction with their tournaments. It’s
to encourage America’s youth to actively
participate in the preservation of our lakes,
the sport of fishing and their educational
goals. All participants are eligible for six
There are many male-female teams
competing in crappie tournaments. The
Robinson husband-wife team is shown at
the Alabama River weigh-in.
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Operating
a
National
Tournament Trail

The Adult-Youth division provides the perfect
opportunity for quality time together in a boat.
The competition adds to the fun.
$328,000 in scholarships so far.
Crappie Masters has had kids events and two
years ago teamed with Kids Fishing & Education.
The Kids organization took over their Kids Rodeos,
raising funds and getting youth involved. They
are also doing high school tournaments. Crappie
Masters assist by doing the weigh-ins and has
filmed a tournament for television. Crappie Masters
staff assists at all the events. Their combined goal
is to expand youth in crappie fishing.
The American Crappie Trail has no kids
program yet but has plans to include one in the
future.
Next month: Part 3 will continue our series
with more on tournament format options with input
from seasoned tournament fishermen. Also, a
profile on Crappie Master’s Mike Vallentine.

Managing a crappie trail
is difficult, work intensive and
expensive. I’ve written about
crappie tournaments for 27 years
so I’ve been around to see a lot of
the struggles and successes.
One thing that goes handin-hand with tournaments is
complaining.
I
love
crappie
tournament fishermen but in
general, many of them are
complainers and they always have
a better idea for doing things.
Tournament trails are never doing
anything right, they play favorites,
their polygraphs don’t work, their
registration could be simpler, their
weigh-ins are lousy, they don’t pay
enough money, and so on and so
on. Some are legitimate complaints
while many are not.
So what about the complaints
verses the trails? Tournament
trails have weaknesses and they
make mistakes. Do you know of a
business that is perfect and without
mistakes? However, in support
of the trails, they must balance
making sponsors and fishermen
happy while figuring how to make
enough money to pay for travel,
motels, daily operating expenses,
payroll, etc.
The bottom line is simple.
If running a tournament circuit
was easy there would be a dozen
established, proven trails. That is
not the case. So our trails may not
be perfect but without them there
would be no competitive crappie
fishing with payouts and events
like we have now.
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Profile: Darrell Van Vactor
Current Title: General Manager of Crappie USA
Home: Calvert City, KY
Home Waters: Kentucky Lake
Age: mid-sixties
Crappie Tournament Business: 31 years. Currently the
General Manager for Crappie USA. He started as tournament
director for Crappiethon in 1985. He was a member of a group
who started Crappie USA in 1996 and served as President for
many years.
Honors: Darrell was recently inducted into the Legends
of the Outdoors Hall of Fame. “Being chosen to be inducted
is very humbling because it puts me into a group of previous inductees I never
expected to be a part of. The people in this group are sportsmen who have worked
very, very hard to accomplish whatever their specialty might be. I’m honored to be
a part of it.”
Previous Occupations? “I owned and operated a steakhouse for 13 years. I
was also in law enforcement. I lost a partner and after that it was tough on my wife
every time I went to work. My fishing partner and I did well in the first two years of
Crappiethon, 1983 and ’84. They offered me a job and I seen it as a way to get out
of law enforcement and the restaurant business. I’ve been in competitive crappie
fishing ever since. Also, I started guiding when I was 18 and going to college so
that’s 49 years. I’m still doing it some but have scaled way back.”
Favorite Fishing Memory? “There are so many, but one day that was special
was a fishing trip on Kentucky Lake to catch fish for the Crappiethon tagging event.
During the trip my dad caught his first ever crappie over 2.5 pounds. That was
special.”
Still motivated for work? “The fishermen are family. Some have fished
tournaments as long as I’ve been around. The motivation is the fishermen because
there are too many travel miles and hard work for the money that’s in it.”
Hobby? “A little hunting but mainly fishing. After all these years I still love
fishing.”
Hero’s? “Forrest Wood, founder of Ranger Boats, has help grow the sport of
fishing including crappie. He is a conservationist and is just a good person.”
Favorite Sports Teams? “I’m a not big fan but I like the St. Louis Cardinals and
Kentucky Wildcats once the playoffs and tournaments begin.”
Boat Food? “Lance Toasted Peanut Butter Crackers.”
Something people don’t know about you? “I have a passion for elk hunting.
How would you like to be remembered? As a guy that treated everyone the
same when they came to the scales.”
Anything else? “My wife Stacie has made it possible for me to stay in the business
and enjoy the work. She has been a big part of it and we were working together all
the time until I sold a couple years ago.”

- Tim Huffman
16 Crappie NOW January 2017

17 Crappie NOW January 2017

By John Neporadny Jr.

T

he bite was tough for Charles and
Travis Bunting on the second morning of
the 2009 Crappiemasters Mississippi State
Championship but that quickly changed
when Charles tried something Travis
thought was crazy.
“It was about 9:30 in the morning
and we hadn’t caught a fish yet,” Travis
Bunting said. “We were running double
minnow rigs then in the middle of August
and Dad (Charles) got out a can of garlic
spray that he sprayed on his minnows. I
started laughing and asked him what the
heck he was doing. I told him minnows
are supposed to smell like minnows for a
reason.”
While Travis and their boat spotter
kept laughing and thinking Charles was
crazy, Charles landed a crappie that
weighed 2.85 pounds about 10 minutes
after applying the garlic scent to his
minnows. “In the next hour he had four
big tournament fish in the boat and I hadn’t
caught a fish yet so I started putting garlic
on my minnows,” Travis said. “Then I started
catching fish.” The father-and-son team
won the tournament by catching seven fish
weighing 14.70 pounds that day.
That tournament victory prompted
the Buntings to inject garlic into all of their
Muddy Water Baits they make. “I don’t use
minnow or shad scent just because I think
that is what the crappie are around all the
time,” Travis said. “Garlic is something that
crappie are not used to being there.” So he
believes garlic scent arouses a crappie’s
curiosity since it is a different smell than
what is normally in the fish’s environment.
Before they started making their
Muddy Water Baits, the Buntings enhanced
their soft plastics by spraying garlic into
Ziploc bags of lures they planned on

Wally Marshall has designed the new Strike
King Scizzor Shad with a port for adding
scent pellets or scent gel to the lure.
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Enhancing Baits With Scent

using the next day. They let the lures
soak overnight in the garlic scent so the
enhanced baits would be ready to tempt
crappie the next morning.
Drying out Berkley PowerBait Crappie
Nibbles is another trick the Buntings employ
to enhance their baits. They usually set the
pellets out on a table in the morning to dry
out and then put the hardened nibbles back
in the jar in the evening. “They just stay on
the hook better (when dried out) and last a
lot longer in the water,” Travis said.
Cabela’s Crappie USA National
Champions Kyle Schoenherr and Rodney
Neuhaus add water to their Berkley Crappie
Nibbles to create a scent mixture for their
lures. Schoenherr said he puts smashed
pellets into a syringe and mixes in some
water to make a paste that he injects into
the cavities of plastic tube baits. “We
usually fill up the tube to where we can
actually see the bait bulk up a little bit and

After winning a championship by applying
garlic spray to their minnows, Charles and
Travis Bunting now make their Muddy
Water Baits impregnated with garlic flavor.
to where it is kind of oozing out the back
end a little bit,” he said. “It usually lasts a
good 30 minutes in the tube.”
Schoenherr favors using the Berkley
PowerBait Sparkle Crappie Nibbles which
add some flash to their scent paste. “So
as we are jigging that bait it kind of gently
releases (the sparkle flakes),” Schoenherr
said. “So it resembles fish feeding and
(baitfish) scales flying.”
Truman Lake guide Barry Morrow
favors the glow factor of the Bobby Garland
Mo’Glo Slab Jam scent for enhancing his
soft plastics. “I am a fan of glow baits
especially if there is stained to muddy
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water,” Morrow said.
The 2016 Crappiemasters Missouri
State Champion also likes the minnow
scent of the Slab Jam. “It’s not a lot
different scent than shad but it is to the
fish,” Morrow said. “Most people fish with
minnows instead of shad and to me that is
a whole different scent.”
The Missouri angler applies the scent
any time the bite is tough due to dark, rainy
days or muddy water. “Then you have to
pull out all the stops so that is when I use
the scent and the glow jigs,” Morrow said.
Morrow injects the Mo’ Glo Slab Jam into
the cavities of hollow-body lures or smears
it on the ribbed bodies of Beaver Bottom
Baits. How often Morrow applies the gel
to his baits depends on how the frequency
of bites. If he hasn’t gotten a bite for a
while he will refresh his lures with another
application of gel.
Tw o - t i m e
Crappiemasters
Team Angler of the Year winner Dan
Dannenmueller applies thick coatings of
Mo’Glo Slab Jam to the scent channel of a

Kyle Schoenherr mixes Berkley PowerBait
Crappie Nibbles and some water in a
syringe to create a paste that he injects into
tube baits.
Bobby Garland Baby Shad Swim’R and the
tail cavity of a Bobby Garland Slab Slay’R.
He notes the gel is water soluble and as the
gel dissolves it releases tiny sparkles that
resemble fish scales. “So the little scales
will come out of the bait similar to when
a shad gets attacked and loses scales,”
Dannenmueller says.
Water temperature usually determines
how often Dannenmueller has to apply
the Slab Jam. The gel dissolves quicker
in warm water, so Dannenmueller usually
applies the gel more frequently in warmer
water. He estimates the average time
between applications is 15 to 20 minutes.
When he wants a coating of Slab Jam
on an entire bait, Dannenmueller squirts the
gel into a bagful of lures. Then he places
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the bag on the deck of his boat to let the
sunshine warm up the bag. “That scent
will then turn to a liquid state (to soak the
lures),” Dannenmueller said.
The Alabama pro also improves his
double minnow rigs by adding Stubby
Steve’s fish food pellets on the hooks. “We
put the Stubby Steve’s on the hook after
we put the minnow on, which keeps the
minnow on longer,” Dannenmueller said.
“It also forces the fish to have to really
engulf that bait to get that minnow instead
of just pulling it or hitting the minnow’s
head.” He slides the Stubby Steve’s pellet
all the way to the bend of the hook close
to the minnow so it keeps the minnow in a
more natural position on the hook. Since
the pellets dissolve slowly, Dannenmueller
notes the Stubby Steve’s scent will stay on
his hooks for hours.
When the fishing gets tough,

Dannenmueller doubles up on his scents
to catch finicky crappie. “On the bottom
of a double rig we will have a Roadrunner
head with a Garland plastic body and the
Mo’ Go Slab Jam and we’ll sometimes tip
it with a minnow as well with the Stubby
Steve’s pellet on the Roadrunner hook,”
Dannenmueller said.
“Mr. Crappie” Wally Marshall has
created the Strike King Scizzor Shad
with a port between the lure’s back legs
for inserting scent or a rattle. Marshall
suggests the lure’s cavity is large enough
to insert scent pellets or ample amounts
of scent gels in shad, minnow or shrimp
flavors.
When crappie turn finicky, try one of
these bait enhancement tricks to create a
flavor the fish will have a hard time resisting.
- By John Neporadny Jr.

Cool gear that’s catching!
Mr. Crappie Premium Line
s Low memory; high abrasion resistance
s Special softeners for superb performance
s HiVis, Camo and Clear - 4, 6, 8 and 10 lb.
s Available in Mega Spool and Mega Bulk

Mr. Crappie Spinning Reels
s Strong graphite body and rotor
s Double anodized aluminum spool
s Zero Reverse one-way clutch

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Rods
s Premium graphite blanks s Lightweight EVA grips s Aluminum oxide guides

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Spinning Combo
s Smooth 2-ball bearing system
s Thin, compact gear box
s Pre-spooled with Mr. Crappie HiVis line

www.mrcrappie.com

s Graphite composite rods with split grip handle
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President Obama Signs Outdoor REC Act into Law
Bill recognizes that the outdoor recreation industry is a significant economic driver
Alexandria, VA – December 9, 2016
– In a significant step forward for the outdoor
recreation industry and the sportfishing
community, yesterday, President Obama
signed into law the Outdoor Recreation Jobs
and Economic Impact Act of 2016. The bill,
known as the Outdoor REC Act, passed the
House of Representatives and the Senate in
November.
This new piece of legislation
requires the Department of Commerce, in
collaboration with the Department of the
Interior and the Department of Agriculture,
to assess and analyze the contributions of
the outdoor recreation industry, including
recreational fishing, to the United States
economy. The legislation will help to
ensure that sportfishing industry jobs and
recreational fishing’s economic impact are
accounted for as part of the gross domestic
product (GDP).
“At a time when jobs and economic
opportunity are high on everyone’s list, the
Outdoor REC bill’s passage gives the outdoor
recreation industry its own metric by which to
quantify its impact on the nation’s economic
activity,”
said
American
Sportfishing
Association (ASA) President and CEO Mike
Nussman. “We have advocated for years
that recreational fishing and boating were
significant economic drivers. It’s gratifying
that the House and the Senate, in a bipartisan effort, passed this bill which the
President has now signed it into law.”
Nussman continued, “It’s important to
note that in many rural areas, where jobs
are at a premium, it’s fishing, boating and
other outdoor activities that provide steady
employment for many people.”
The passage of the Outdoor REC Act
was needed to make sure that the outdoor
economy—and it’s estimated six million
jobs and $646 billion in economic activity—
receives official government recognition for
years to come.
“ASA applauds Congress and the
President for enacting this legislation,
bringing the outdoor recreation industry’s

importance to jobs and the economy into the
national spotlight,” said ASA Government
Affairs Vice President Scott Gudes. “We
appreciate that outdoor recreation is now
formally being recognized by the federal
government for its impact on jobs, business
and the economy.”
Gudes further said, “The Outdoor REC
Act will also ensure that the outdoor industry's
economic statistics will be measured in the
same comprehensive way as other business
sectors, such as the automotive and apparel
industries. This is important because
industry economic impact estimates also
include data that show the non-direct impact
that the activity has on the economy. For
example, it would also include sportfishing’s
contributions to travel and tourism, not just
the purchase of tackle.”
ASA is an active part of a team
representing a wide-range of outdoor
industries that will work with the Department
of Commerce to shape how outdoor
recreation is defined and ensure our reach
and impact are recognized.
In
his
post-campaign
remarks,
President-elect Trump has voiced his
support for maintaining fishing and hunting
on our nation’s public lands.
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Tip of the Month - Small Minnow Hooks

Why Fish Small Hooks in Thick Brush
with Darrell Baker by John Phillips

“I

use two types of Tru-Turn snelled
hooks when I’m crappie fishing - #2 and #4.
I like to use the #2 Tru-Turn snelled hook,
because it’s a more open hook with a wider
gap than the #4. I use this hook when I’m
fishing underwater structure that’s not quite
as thick as the structure that I fish with a #4
Tru-Turn snelled hook. When I know I’m going
to be fishing really-thick brush, I prefer to
fish the #4 Tru-Turn snelled hook, because it
has a smaller gap between the point and the
shank. This lets the hook come through the
limbs easier with fewer hang-ups than when
I’m fishing a #2 hook. The smaller hook will
usually catch as many crappie as the wider
gap hook will,” Baker explains.
Baker’s main line is either 10 or 12
pound test line. When the hook touches brush
because the B‘n’M poles are so sensitive, you
can see the tip of the pole begin to move slowly
toward the top of the water. “Many times if you’ll
pick your rod up and open the bale on the reel
slightly to feed out slack line and then shake
your rod tip, the hook will come off the brush,
and most of the time you won’t lose your bait,”
Baker reports. “Many times the hook won’t
be what’s causing the hang-up. It may be the
weight on the bottom of the line that’s causing
you to get hung. So by just letting out slack
and shaking your rod tip, you usually can get
your line, hook and weight unhung.”
Another problem that you can often have
when you’re fishing river ledges is that the
crappie are not the only fish in the lake that is
holding on those ledges and brush piles. “We
catch crappie, bass, saltwater stripers, catfish

and every now and then bluegill when we’re
fishing these river ledges. So, we have to have
a line that is strong enough to help our anglers
land fish this size,” Baker explains.
To learn more about how to fish for
crappie click here: http://johninthewild.com/
books/#crappie.
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HOW TO?

BnM How To Shoot Docks

BnM_HPageCNOW2015_Layout 1 11/10/14 2:39 PM Page 1

Go Fishing With The B’n’M Pros.

Sam Heaton’s 7-Foot Super-Sensitive

The SHSS72n is a spinning rod with the same sensitivity and feel of the
jig pole series. Improvements include Dyna-Flo guides for smooth line
retrieval,and a cork knob handle for outstanding balance and feel.
Historically one of the most popular rods on the water, the SHSS72n is
still supple, strong and sensitive.

FISHING

Whitey Outlaw DOUBLE DUTY

Get back to “Fishing The Basics” with Whitey Outlaw. This MediumAction rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
size crappie. It’s perfectly balanced with a comfortable foam handle
for all-day fishing - no reel needed! It features a tough & lightweight
Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.

BNM POLE COMPANY • P.O. BOX 231, WEST POINT, MS 39773
WWW.BNMPOLES.COM • 800-647-6363 • WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BNMPOLES
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Crappie Basics

Crappie Basics #130

Fishing Pressure & Fronts

The 2016 Crappie Masters Championship at Grenada, Mississippi, revealed
several things. At least two factors were a major influence in crappie mood and
movements. Catching had been good for several weeks but shut down during
the championship.
First, fishing pressure had been heavy and got super-heavy during the week
of the tournament. Top ten teams after day one experienced very high fishing
pressure from other boats on day two. An example was Morgan and Watson
who won, had two boats in their area all day on day one but up to 35 boats on
day two. This slowed the bite from bigger fish.
The second thing was a cold front that moved through. It scattered fish to
different depths. Many of the fishermen who had been catching fish at 14 feet
found them up at two to six feet, the opposite of what most cold fronts do to fish.
This proved that general rules-of-thumb are good but keeping an open mind is
important. -TH
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Chicken-Fried Crappie – So What Has Chicken Got To Do With Crappie?
Vernon Summerlin
I was looking at a copy-cat recipe for KFC’s famous “secret” 11 herbs
and spices and came across one of the ingredients call ‘Tellicherry” pepper.
With Google’s help I found the following on a blog by Scott Eirinberg at www.
reluctanttrading.com. (Yeah, I’ll get to the chicken part the long way around.)
Scott sez: “Tellicherry Peppercorns and regular black pepper both come
from the same vine. (And so do green and white peppercorns, but that’s another
subject). All are the species called Piper Nigrum.
“[In India] at the end of the growing season, in February and March, the
pepper fruit is picked from the vine. The pepper is dried over a series of days
and eventually shrivels and turns into what we know as black peppercorns.
Once sorted, the various peppercorn sizes are called different things and sold
for different prices.
“So…when a black peppercorn is 4.25 mm pinhead or larger, it’s Tellicherry.
That’s all there is to it. Because Tellicherry are so much bigger than the other
peppercorns, they make up a much smaller percentage of the crop. Oftentimes
they represent 10 percent or less of any given harvest. There’re fewer of them,
so command a higher price at market.
Now that we know what a Tellicherry peppercorn is, how do we use it?
Easy, just like black pepper. Google research described the taste and aroma to
be sharp, strong, mild heat, robust and complex. By the way, it’s only grown on
Mount Tellicherry in India.
KFC copy-cat recipe from www.tablespoon.com and is the recipe I’ve used in
the past and found that it tastes terrific on crappie.
1 tablespoon paprika
2 teaspoons onion salt
1 teaspoon chili powder
1 teaspoon Tellicherry or black pepper
1/2 teaspoon celery salt
1/2 teaspoon dried sage
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon ground allspice
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
1/2 teaspoon dried basil
1/2 teaspoon dried marjoram
Mix thoroughly. I run my mix through a grinder to make a fine powder and store
in an air-tight glass jar.
Chicken Fried Crappie
2 to 3 crappie fillets per person
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup cornmeal
Copy-cat amount to be determined by taste (see hint)
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Chicken-Fried Crappie
1/4 cup milk (or beer)
Oil for frying
In a bowl, mix flour and cornmeal. Mix
in copy-cat one tablespoon at a time
until it tastes good to you. Once the
dry mix meets your taste approval,
dip fillets in beer or milk to completely
wet the fillet surfaces and dredge in
dry mixture. You can make a crispier
chicken-fried crappie by repeating the
dipping process. Fry fillets until both
concocting this book. He says the book
sides are golden brown.
is for entertainment and he personally
*Hint: I let my taste buds tell me when has not tried them so is not sure if they
the mixture is right. I lick a finger, stick all taste good.
He says you can change most
it in the dry mixture and taste it. I add
and stir in the copy-cat until my finger of the recipes by substituting meats
taste good. Don’t worry about germs, that are easily acquired, such as beef
for bear or giraffe, chicken for bats
they’ll get fried.
or parakeets and so on. He often has
I got a new tongue- clever hints: For Japanese Seal Stew
PETA Cookbook
in-cheek cookbook titled P.E.T.A. – he recommends tenderizing the meat
People Eating Tasty Animals by Robert by clubbing it on both sides. Again,
Arlen. The recipes are for a wide tongue-in-cheek humor. Book available
variety of critters, some endangered. online.
Arlen must have had a lot of fun
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Tournament Results

MAGNOLIA

NOVEMBER 12th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE WASHINGTON

David Thornton/Shelton Culpepper
Vic Finkley/Kim Gray
Jeff Ward/Barry Hudson
Brad Chappell/Steve White
Rick Moody//Shane Moody

10.68
10.3
10.17
9.93
9.8

BIG FISH
1. John Harrison/Brad Taylor

2.17

RIPPIN’ LIPZ

NOVEMBER 12th
1.
2.
3.
4.

LAKE LINCOLN STATE PARK

Ed Freeman/Jason Watts
Seth Easterling/Chris
James Walters Jr/James Walters Sr
Shane Henry/Jim Ken

NOVEMBER 20th

7.24
7.01
5.98
3.21

CHATTANOOGA CRAPPIE CLUB
CHESTER FROST PARK

1. Brian Howard/Tina Howard
2. Mike Johnston/Chris Hartman
3. Bobby Ramsey/Tabatha Ramsey

8.62
8.22
7.7

BIG FISH
1. Bobby Ramsey/ Tabitha Ramsey

NOVEMBER 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.53

MIDDLE TENNESSEE
TIM’S FORD

Tracey Farmer/Tory Ivey
Robert Baker/Larry Britton
Rodney Edwards/Coby Edwards
JW Jackson/Kane
Dave O’Dell/Joey Davis

8.53
7.26
6.65
5.33
5.32

BIG FISH
1. Robert Baker/Larry Britton

DECEMBER 3rd
1.
2.
3.
4.

1.97

PEACH STATE
LAKE BLACHSHEAR

Walker/Walker
Nipper
Willis/Taylor
Temples

9.12
9.05
8.4
8.15
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Tournament Results
5. Cone/Allen

7

BIG FISH
1. Nipper

DECEMBER 3rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2.68

CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
LAKE WATEREE

Cannon/Cannon
Perrel/Perrel
Huffstetler/Koon
Hawkins/McGuirt
Dowey

11.92
11.2
10.96
10.85
10.5

BIG FISH
1. Sprouse/Wilson
2. Danque

2.02
2
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CRAPPIE CALENDAR
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH
MARCH

7th
7th
7th
7th - 8th
8th
14th
14th
14th
21st
21st
21st
21st
27th - 28th
3rd - 4th
4th
4th
4th - 5th
11th
11th
11th
11th
12th
18th
18th
18th
18th
18th
18th
19th
24th - 25th
25th
25th
25th
3rd - 4th
3rd - 4th
4th
4th
4th
4th
4th - 5th
5th
10th
10th- 11th

Tournament
Check with club/association for exact dates, changes,
cancellations Results
and rules
BAYOU STATE
PEACH STATE
CAROLINA-CCA
KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
CHATTANOOGA
MAGNOLIA
SLABMASTERS
CRAPPIENUTZ
EAST TENNESSEE
CAT TEXAS
MIDDLE Tennessee
WAPPAPELLO
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIE MASTERS
BAYOU STATE
CAROLINA-CCA
KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
CENTRAL ALABAMA
RIPPIN' LIPZ
CRAPPIENUTZ
WILLIAMS CREEK
CHATTANOOGA
CAT TEXAS
EAST TENNESSEE
CRAPPIE USA
CRAPPIE USA
MIDDLE Tennessee
MAGNOLIA
WAPPAPELLO
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIE USA
PEACH STATE
CAROLINA-CCA
CRAPPIE USA
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CENTRAL ALABAMA
BAYOU STATE
CRAPPIENUTZ
RIPPIN' LIPZ
KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
CHATTANOOGA
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIE USA

CANEY LAKE
LAKE SINCLAIR
WATEREE LAKE
PERRY LAKE
CHESTER FROST PARK
OKATIBBEE LAKE
LAKE SINCLAIR
LAKE BLACKSHEAR
CHICKAMAUGA LAKE
BOB SANDLIN/CYPRES SPRINGS
TIM'S FORD
WAPPAPELLO LAKE
ST JOHNS RIVER
LAKE TALQUIN
CANEY LAKE
NORMAN LAKE
MELVERN LAKE
LAKE MARTIN/WIND CREEK
CALLING PANTHER
LAKE BLACKSHEAR
LAKE FORK
CHESTER FROST PARK
RAY ROBERTS
TELLICO LAKE
LOGAN MARTIN
LOGAN MARTIN
NORMANDY
WOLF LAKE
WAPPAPELLO LAKE
LAKE D'ARBONNE
EUFAULA
WEST POINT LAKE
HARRIS LAKE
NEELY-HENRY
LAKE GREENWOOD
ALABAMA RIVER
D'ARBONNE/ELWOOD SHSPHERD
LAKE EUFAULA
ROSS BARNETT RESERVOIR
CLINTON LAKE
CHESTER FROST PARK
LAKE WASHINGTON
LAKE OF EGYPT

CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
QUALIFIER
CLUB
CLUB
QUALIFIER
CLUB
CLUB
QUALIFIER
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
MAJOR EVENT
CLUB
QUALIFIER
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
INDIVIDUAL-5FISH
OPEN
QUALIFIER
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
STATE CHAMPOINSHIP
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
SUPER EVENT
STATE CHAMPOINSHIP
CLUB
MEMORIAL EVENT
CLUB
CLUB
QUALIFIER
CLASSIC
BIG CRAPPIE CHALLENGE
SUPER EVENT

NATIONAL
CRAPPIEEVENTS
CLUBS
CLUB

BAYOU STATE CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
CAPITOL CRAPPIE CLUB
CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
CENTRAL ALABAMA CRAPPIE CLUB
CENTRAL ARKANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
CENTRAL ILLINOIS CRAPPIE CLUB
CHATTANOOGA CRAPPIE CLUB
CRAPPIE ANGLERS OF TEXAS
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIE USA
CRAPPIENUTZ MS
EAST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB
EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE CLUB
EASTERN MISSOURI CRAPPIE CLUB
GRAND LAKE CRAPPIE SERIES OH
INDIANNA SLAB MASTERS
KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB
MIDDLE TENESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB
NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB
PEACH STATE CRAPPIE CLUB
RIPPN' LIPZ
SHOALS AREA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATON
SLABMASTERS TOURNAMENT TRAIL
SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB IL
WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIE CLUB MO
WEST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB
WILLIAMS CREEK CRAPPIE CLUB

WEB SITE

www.bsca.crappieclub@aol.com

CONTACT

Brandon Jennings
Austin Kneeskern

www.carolinacrappieassociation.webnode.com
Dan Dannanmueller/Jonathan Phillips
www.centralarkansascrappieassociation.com Jason Westerberg
www.centralillinoiscrappieclub.com
Joe Schrader/Greg Foley
sites.google.com/site/chattanoogacrappieclub Mike Johnston/Jim Edmister
www.crappieanglersoftexas.com
JAY REEVE
www.crappiemasters.net
Mike Valentine
www.crappieusa.com
Darrell Van Vactor
www.crappieguys.com
Robert Smith/Joe Faircloth
www.easttncrappieclub.com
Creekside sports-903-849-2634
www.easternmocrappie.com
Steve Perotto
www.grandlakecrappieseries.comule.com
Jeff
www.indianaslabmastes.com
Joe Long/Damon Phillips
www.kansascrappieclub.com
Hoe Bragg/Frank Haidusek
www.magnoliacrappieclub.com
Michael Nowell/Roger Womack
www.middletennesseecrappieclub.com
Toby Ivey
www.northeastohiocrappieclub.com
Dan Elko/Robert Elko
Robert Smith
Jimmy/Jessica Walters
shoalscrappie@gmail.com
Keith Dodd
www.slabmasterstournamenttrail.net
Jamie Moore/Dan Sidle
www.springfieldcrappieclub.com
Jerry Jallas/Rick Montooth

www.williamscreekcrappieclub.com
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Danny Kemp/Bob Parkinson

by Jonny Hawkins
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Don’t forget to send in your recent photo by the 15th.
Crappie NOW e-magazine accepts color digital images for
publication. A single photo will be selected after the 10th of each
month for the next month’s edition. The winner will be contacted via
email with prize information.
Check out34
www.crappienow.com
for more details.
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