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Spring has sprung and the crappie have either already
spawned or will be very, very soon depending
upon the part of the country you are from.
Crappie-catching fever is in the air. Big
female Crappie can be caught during these
times. Conservation efforts are necessary to
help keep big Crappie populations for future
generations so do everything possible for its
continuance.
Based on crappie biological research,
the data shows that crappie normally only
live to be 7-8 years of age.Atwo-plus pound crappie must survive
environmental conditions, food supply timing, predators and the
human angler in order to reach what we call “slab” status.
Several years ago, TJ Stallings and I requested a study
be performed on one of our outstanding rivers in Alabama, the
Alabama River. We wanted to know if our fishery was overly
impacted by the tournament trails, increased attention by
anglers due to published materials or by over angler harvest.
What the state found during the two-year study was surprising.
Fishermen were only harvesting 10% of the crappie. Most fell
prey to predators such as large Catfish, migratory birds, and a
few alligators. Yet, populations were down. It was determined
that we had experienced years during our 7-8 year cycle
whereby the spawns and the resulting crappie year-class were
low. Research was accomplished to determine if potential floods,
radical water changes or weather related swings were the culprit.
It was confirmed that each played a role.
Obviously, this impacts the end of the pipeline during the
7-8th years needed to produce big fish. The larger spawning fish
would not be available to create that year’s future population.
Harvesting those big fish can stress the system to the point that
the three plus pound fish become rare, which they did.
As I travel and fish our beautiful country, I ask that each of
you release the larger fish to keep the future of our sport alive and
well. Release the larger fish after you take some pictures for the
bragging walls. Harvest fish in the legal limit up to 14 inches as
a good practice. Follow the length limit and creel limits reverently
as they are based on sound research to maintain that fishery.
Be sure to check out in this edition of Crappie Now. The
article on conservation, the ways to help keep and preserve
“slab” crappie during tournaments and casual fishing trips,
provides important tips for releasing crappie.
God Bless you all!
Dan Dannenmueller, Publisher
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By Tim Huffman

Recreational and tournament
fishermen both benefit from having healthy

crappie in the livewell. The following are
a few observations, tips and ideas about
keeping fish in good shape for release or
eating.
The 4 Main Players
Player #1 is the crappie. In general, the
crappie should be treated properly making
sure that a livewell has oxygen, fresh water,
cooling or whatever else is needed. Even
when headed for the table, as sportsmen,
ethically we have the responsibility to take
care of these fish in the well. If not, fish held
to eat should be put directly into a cooler
with ice.
Player #2 is the recreational fisherman.
He or she should immediately release fish
not headed to the table. Otherwise, to get
the best taste possible he should keep the
fish alive and healthy or put them on ice.
Player #3 is the tournament fisherman.
Ethics and money are on the line, That
requires keeping crappie alive. Dead fish
can’t be weighed. The best livewell practices
must be followed, not only to for weighing
but for a healthy release afterwards.
Player #4 is the tournament director.
He is responsible for keeping thousands
of fish healthy during weigh-in. He is also
the number one person responsible for
maintaining a good image of tournament
fishing. Fish should be cared for and
released back into the lake or river to be
caught another day.
Fish-Alive Strategies
Dan Dannenmueller

fished

tournaments for year and has been a part
of national crappie fishing for six or seven
years. He and partner Garrett Steele are
Team Bobby Garland on the Crappie
Master tournament trail and they will fish
other national tournaments during 2017.
Dannenmueller has personal experience
and has the good and bad experiences of
fellow tournament anglers. The following are
his thoughts on fish care and conservation.
“Preserving
our
sport
is
the
responsibility of everyone involved,” says
Dannenmueller. “It’s important to care for
and preserve our waters for fishermen today
and for future generations.
“For all fishermen, the big picture and
first general step is for all fishermen to abide
by the creel and length limit laws. Biologists
in each state determine these limits based
upon maintaining a proper balance of
today’s needs and the future. Grenada and
Washington in Mississippi are examples
of heavily pressured waters that maintain
due to strict creel and length limits. Good

“The future of crappie fishing
depends upon all fishermen
caring for the resource for today
and generations to come.”

management is critical for these and similar
waters. Another step includes enforcement
of these limits. Without enforcement and
fishermen knowing there is a good chance
of getting caught if they don’t follow the
laws, regulations won’t be followed as they
should.
bass
“Tournaments create a more difficult
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situation for both the fisherman and
tournament director. Both are responsible
for caring and handling of the crappie. The
fish should be healthy and stay that way to
be released alive. There are factors involved
to make sure the fish are given the best
chance for survival.”
Oxygen is the first factor for healthy
fish whether fishing for recreation or
tournaments, according to Dannenmueller.
Tournament fishermen use built-in livewells
or quality coolers made into livewells to keep
fish alive. A simple addition of a bubbler is the
most basic item that is important. Outside
water from pumps and re-circulation pumps
also help with oxygen levels. A product
called Survivor adds fresh water and oxygen
when the boat is moving. Serious fishermen
sometimes add medical oxygen for added
support of the fish.
“The second factor is temperature.
Livewells are insulated but the water does
heat up substantially similar to a cab of
a truck in the sunshine. Fish must be

Tournament fishermen pour their fish into
the weigh container just before going to the
scales.
comfortable so waters cannot be allowed to
heat up. CoolWell has an excellent system
for cooling a livewell. Most fishermen opt
for adding ice. I try to maintain 68 to 70 in
the livewell during warm and hot conditions.
Pushing in fresh water is great until surface
water gets above 70 degrees. Others say 75
degrees is okay. After that, I prefer to cool
the fish slowly using ice. Water frozen in milk
jugs and water bottles work great for a slow
release and to keep chlorinated water and
livewell water separated. I never use bagged
ice directly because of the chlorine.
“A third factor is chemicals. SureLife, maker of Keep Alive, has decades of
experience taking care of fish. Their new
Crappie Rx is formulated to treat the water
and care for fish in many different ways. Not
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all treatments are equal and Sure-Life is a
step above the others.
Another simple thing is to keep the
livewell full of water. The fuller the livewell
the more oxygen they’ll have and there
will be less movement of water when
travelling. The quality coolers used by many
tournament fishermen not only maintain
better temperature control but they can be
filled to the top eliminating most sloshing
when motoring and therefore have fewer
beat-up fish.
“Fishermen have a responsibility to
care for the crappie but tournament directors
are responsible during the weigh-ins. They
must have a process in place to give fish
a maximum chance for survival. Tubs with
chemicals, oxygen and proper temperatures
is one method often used successfully in
bass tournaments.”
Dannenmueller also believes crappie
weigh-ins should be conducted as quickly
as possible. Moving people through the
line quickly is important. A slow process or
too much picture taking slows everything
down, forces fish to stay in the weigh-in
coolers longer and reduces their chance for

Grenada Lake tournament fishermen will
recognize this shot of the view window in
one of the big fish-holding tanks. Crappie
are placed in the tanks, stabilized and
returned to the water.
survival. Better systems for quick weighins is a simple improvement with no costs
involved. Direct fish care and release have
cost factors involved.
He says after fish are weighed they
should be put into a release boat equipped
with a tank with good water and chemicals.
The fish can be allowed to acclimate to the
water and later released in places known to
hold crappie.
“Local,
regional
and
national
organizations have room for improvement.
Release stats might sound good but they do
not reflect delayed mortality due to stress
and removed slime. Only by taking care of
the fish can they give the best chance for
survival. I believe time and money are the
primary reasons proper release isn’t followed
for tournament fish.
“Tournaments are just one photo away
from disaster. Dead fish laying in the water
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is a terrible impression and could create a
huge negative impact to the public. I’ve seen
a couple of tournaments where released fish
were floating up and it doesn’t look good.
“Impression
is
everything.
The
impression we give to the world is very
important. Whether right or wrong,
tournaments are viewed with a critical eye.
We must do everything possible to put the
tournaments in a good light.”
Dannenmueller says, “One tournament
has very little impact on a lake’s fish
population. However, too many tournaments
could be a problem. Many tournament
fishermen release all of their fish. Local
fisherman come out and keep all the fish
they can catch so they have a much bigger
impact for a longer period of time.

Conclusion
“Perception
is
everything,
so
tournaments doing everything possible
to release healthy fish will keep the
tournaments more acceptable to the public.
Ray Scott recognized this early in the bass
tournaments. Stringers of dead fish were
not attractive and waters couldn’t sustain
all the big fish being caught. They not only
revised weigh-ins, but also promoted Catch
and Release. Eventually even recreational
fishermen recognized the value to the sport
if big fish were released. Catch and Release
would have never worked without the big
push by the tournament trails and anglers.
Maybe we need to have some selective
harvest and release programs to release our
bigger fish.
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2017 Crappie USA Trail
Schedule of Events
Logan Martin, AL
Eufaula, AL
Neely-Henry, AL
Lake of Egypt, IL
Weiss Lake, AL
Ky & Barkley Lakes , TN
Cave Run Lake, KY
Lake Wylie, NC
Lake Cumberland, KY
Old Hickory Lake, TN
Green River Lake, KY
Grand Lk St. Marys, OH
Mississinewa/Salamonie, IN
Lake Shelbyville, IL
Patoka Lake, IN

02/18/17
02/25/17
03/03-04/17
03/10-11/17
03/18/17
03/24-25/17
04/01/17
04/01/17
04/07-08/17
04/15/17
04/21-22/17
04/28-29/17
05/06/17
05/13/17
05/20/17

2017 Crappie USA Classic

Ky & Barkley Lakes , Paris, TN - 10/26-28/17

Crappie USA
2 2 0 Mo h aw k Ave .
L o u i sv i l l e , KY 4 0 2 0 9
502-384-5924

www.crappieusa.com

“So the bottom line for care is oxygen,
temperatures and chemicals. Tournaments
must improve and do everything possible
for successful releases. All fishermen must
practice release of bigger fish especially
before and during the spawn. The future of
crappie fishing depends upon all fishermen
caring for the resource for today and
generations to come. It takes a long time for
a fish to get big so we need to eat the small
ones and release the big ones.”
Aiding “Healthy & Alive”
Survivor by Krusher Marine Products
is an item that helps fish by adding more
oxygen. Owner Robert Idzikowski knows
oxygen levels are a determining factor for
fish survival.
Idzikowski says, “Our product works to solve
a problem of keeping water flowing into the

livewell when the boat is moving including
on plane. A boat on plane typically just sucks
air through a pump and can draw water out
of the livewell but not when using a Survivor.
“We recommend a simple program.
First, as soon as you put the boat into the
water go ahead and fill your livewell. If you
are running to a spot the Survivor will fill it
for you. When you stop, the boat’s pump will
take over. If you leave your pump on, there
will be no time on the water that you will not
be taking in fresh, oxygenated water. We also
suggest plugging your livewell. Having water
ease out around the lid is okay because the
bilge pump will get it out of the boat. Since the
goal is to give the fish the best environment
possible, removing the air gap between the
livewell lid and the water will stop most of the
sloshing when motoring. Sloshing causes
stress on fish and bounces them into the

8 Crappie NOW April 2017

KEEPING FISH ALIVE & HEALTHY
sides of the livewell. Closing that air gap stops
most of the problem plus it is much easier
to control the temperatures and oxygen. It’s
okay to slowly reduce temperatures when
they are too high and to add chemicals, but
with a constant flow of fresh water into the
livewell these will eventually flow out and
must be added back in. The last part of the
program for tournament fishermen is to use
the circulation pump when trailering to the
weigh-in sight.”
Idzikowski says some fishermen don’t
want to use this system in the summer
because it flushes out chemicals and cool
water. He believes having fresh water and
oxygen is the most important thing so he
recommends it year round. Their website is:
www.krushermarine.com
Catch & Release by Sure-Life, and
the company’s new addition Crappie Rx,
are chemical treatments to be added to

livewells. Owner Tony Gergley says, “Catch
and Release calms a fish down. We’ve
produced it since 1982. It has 55 products
in the formula and the powder ingredient
has much less inactive ingredients than
some of the others. We add electrolytes,
remove ammonia, foam is removed and that
step is critical because 90 percent of the
oxygen comes from the surface of the water,
stimulants to promote slime coating, and an
anti-bacterial agent and fungicides, and we
sedate the fish to calm them down and that’s
critical.”
Crappie Rx will be available soon.
www.sure-life.com
- Tim Huffman

Cool gear that’s catching!
Mr. Crappie Premium Line
s Low memory; high abrasion resistance
s Special softeners for superb performance
s HiVis, Camo and Clear - 4, 6, 8 and 10 lb.
s Available in Mega Spool and Mega Bulk

Mr. Crappie Spinning Reels
s Strong graphite body and rotor
s Double anodized aluminum spool
s Zero Reverse one-way clutch

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Rods
s Premium graphite blanks s Lightweight EVA grips s Aluminum oxide guides

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Spinning Combo
s Smooth 2-ball bearing system
s Thin, compact gear box
s Pre-spooled with Mr. Crappie HiVis line

www.mrcrappie.com

s Graphite composite rods with split grip handle
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HOW TO?

Crappie NOW How To Spawning
For The Future
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Crappie Basics

Crappie Basics #135

April Transition

It would be great if there were magic tips that could lead
you to great fishing any time you go. April means warming and
also means pre-spawn, spawn and post-spawn fishing. Strike
King pro-staffer Bart Gillon says April is often a weird month
for him with one day being good and the next day being tough
fishing. Cold fronts are also common in the spring. Before the
spawn fish are easy to pattern but during the transition month
of April fish are moving around a lot making it tougher to locate
numbers of fish.
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P
art 5 continues with national circuits. This issue looks at taking care of
crappie, the importance of media and the costs of competing. Our series experts

include Darrell Van Vactor, General Manager of Crappie USA; Mike Vallentine,
President and Owner of Crappie Masters; Matt Morgan, Co-Owner of the American
Crappie Trail; and tournament fishermen.
The purpose of this series is to discuss the national trails, inside information
and the future of the sport. Whether you fish tournaments or not, these national
trails and the fishermen who fish them have an impact on the boats, gear and baits.
Tournament fishermen have added volumes of fish-catching information that is used
in everyday fishing.
Conservation, Fish Care & Release
“Our first importance is the health and
well-being of our anglers,” says Darrell Van
Vactor. “We warn them of potential dangers
and encourage them to be safe. Our second
most important item is the health of the fish.
I’ve put together literature that has tips for
our fishermen to keep fish in good health.
The fish must be alive when they get to the
weigh-in line. Our people have done a great
job.”
Vallentine says the general public’s
perception of tournaments is often bad.
“It can scare them that 60, 80 or over 100
teams will come in and wipe out the fish. I
understand that perception but we try to let
the public know that most of these fish are
being released right back into the lake. Most
of the fishermen have no desire to keep fish
while on the road traveling. A few do keep
fish, but in general, I don’t think we see it
much and the majority of our fishermen like
to see the fish go back into the lake.”
Morgan says, “It’s critical for trails to
observe the best conservation principles
possible. Locals complain that we come in
and take fish. We need to look at it like we
are leasing their resources for five or six

days and treat it with the utmost respect. We
will use a release boat in our tournaments.
Our weigh-in will be a two-bag system
with the inner bag being mesh that will be
lifted out and put directly on the scales.
Fish care is an important issue along with
other good conservation practices we’ll be
encouraging.”
Magazine,
Television
&
Social
Media
Van Vactor: “It’s the blood that runs
through the tournament veins. Social
media has given us a way to reach people
immediately. We have jumped our work in
this area and in 2017 we will be podcasting
and our weigh-ins will be streamed live. We
are also doing video clips. Without all the
media we couldn’t exist.”
Crappie USA is a charter member of
Kevin Jones pulls a good crappie from
the livewell on day two of the Crappie
Masters Lake D’Arbonne, Louisiana State
Championship. Keeping fish alive is as
important as catching them.
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The Future of Crappie Tournaments

Brush Pile Crappie with Russ Bailey. They
are also doing a pilot for their own TV show.
Mike Vallentine says “The result
of media is far reaching beyond the
tournament trail. Social media, television
and other things we do help build the sport
of crappie fishing. We like to show it as fun
and exciting.”
He says a goal is to make some of
the crappie fishermen household names
through social media, magazines and
television. It has started with a core group
of about fifteen fishermen and will continue
to extend as it grows.
“When I took over we had a good
tournament trail and we have worked

to improve it. A good trail is great but in
today’s world it is all about social media,
impressions, getting as many people as
possible if we are to reach our goals of
promoting crappie fishing, our fishermen
and selling our sponsors’ products.”
Matt Morgan plans to incorporate ideas
that have been successful in bass fishing.
For example, they plan major interaction
with anglers on TV and will develop stories.
They key is to provide a quality TV show.
Another goal is to show care of fish with
live release boats. Media will be important
to promote conservation and stewardship
of all waters.
Morgan says, “Media is critical for
the trail. We hear complaints of too much
advertising on social media so we will put
moderate focus on it but key in on more
fish-catching information instead of too
many posts pushing products. For our
tournaments we’ll do live feed and full live
productions. People all over the world will
watch it. In a step further we will showcase
the communities. We are about excitement
about our sport and what we are doing. Our
TV program will be an exciting adventure
showing good fish being caught. We will
use as many fishermen as possible showing
how they are doing it.”
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Costs of Fishing Tournaments
…Are Tournaments a Rich Man’s Game?
Just read our articles and look to see
what the experts are using. $8,000 worth
of electronics on the boat, $2000+ trolling
motor, at least three sets of eight poles,
rigging and rod racks. Of course you can
add Power Poles and other extras. Big
boats require big motors to push them and
big trucks to pull them. Tournament fees
aren’t cheap. So how much should you
spend?
Your budget and fishing goals must
meet a happy medium. If money is not a
major object just go for it. But if money is
an object and you’re serious about your
crappie fishing, determine what you need
and find something within your budget.
For example, you are techie oriented you’ll
want a good graph. All the major companies
are offering units in the $500-$700 range
with bright, medium-sized screens with
high-tech sonar, mapping, side and down
imaging. If you want to go bigger you can
spend thousands.
Is fishing becoming a rich man’s game?
Bart Gillon, TN, says he drops a $1000
when going to an out-of-town tournament.
“Our vehicle isn’t cheap, our boat and all the
extras aren’t cheap. Technology evolves
and so do costs. What it does is help us find

A well-rigged boat from front to back is
a big investment. Sponsored teams like
this one typically receive help in expenses
making it possible for them to travel and
fish more tournaments.
fish faster and be more efficient. However,
the truth is that basics are all a fisherman
really needs to compete. A guy in a jonboat
can compete and win. The common
denominator is knowledge. You must have
studied the species, studied the lake and
put time on the water finding the big fish
spots. If you do all of that anybody can win
no mater how basic the equipment.”
Jonathon Sheridan, KY Lake, says,
“I’m sure we spend a $1000 or more fishing
an out of town tournament. The costs really
add up quickly.”
Billy Don Surface, Missouri Corn
Growers/Ethanol team, says, “Not counting
lodging, we spent probably $800 to $900
going to Talquin, FL. We went thru 250 jigs
while pulling. Add all the fuel and other
costs and it doesn’t take long to add up. If I
wasn’t retired I couldn’t do it.”
So what is the conclusion? Large
glass boats add safety along with a heavy
platform to navigate and fish rougher water.
Advanced electronics, Power Poles, a
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good trolling motor and other goodies allow
a fisherman the best chance for finding
fish quickly and better boat handling. To
compete consistently a fishermen must
keep up with part or all of the products that
help catch fish in some way or another.
Can more basic equipment and
aluminum boats compete? Sure they can
but they are at a disadvantage on windy
days and on big, open lakes. Experience,
luck and a lot of time on the water can help
offset the difference.
Traveling to an out of town tournament
requires money. Lodging, truck gas, boat
gas and tournament entry can take a big
chunk of money. License, eating out, bait,
repairs, and other miscellaneous stuff adds
up, too. Most fishermen say $800 minimum
going as cheaply as possible. Most say
$1000 to $1200 if nothing breaks down
on the truck, trailer or boat. The positives
are the fun of competing, days on the lake
fishing and a chance to win money. Like
everything else in life, a fisherman must
decide his budget and decide how he wants
to spend his money. With the upward trend
of fishermen in national tournaments, it
appears more fishermen are enjoying the

Television, streaming, video and photos
from the media help tell the story.
competitive side of crappie fishing.
Next Issue, part 6, takes a look at the
pro fisherman, what it really means to win
a Classic or Angler of the Year Award, and
the changing look of crappie tournaments.
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River Ledges

TIP OF THE MONTH

What Makes One River Ledge
Better Than Another River Ledge with
Darrell Baker
According to Baker, “I don’t know
that one river ledge is better than another river ledge, but I do know that
the ledges with the most structure on
them produce more crappie and often
bigger crappie than the ledges that
have less structure on them. You may
catch a crappie that is just relating
to the water depth change on a river
ledge. However, I’ve found that most
crappie on a river ledge will be holding close to the structure that’s on the
ledge. I’m not fishing just the dropoffs. I’m fishing the brush piles, stump
rows and natural wood that have been
washed into and holding against the
river ledge. The colder the water gets,
the more concentrated – schooled up
– the crappie will be holding on that
structure.”
To contact Baker, you can go to
his website at www.weisslakecrappieguides.com, call his cell phone at 256557-0129, or his email is Darrell@
weisslakeguides.com.
To learn more about how to fish
for crappie click here: http://johninthewild.com/books/#crappie.
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Rivers in Spring Present Challenges, but Also Rewards

Story & photos by John N. Felsher

N

othing gets dedicated crappie
anglers more excited than seeing green
buds and blooming flowers marking the
coming of spring, which means fat female
slabs moving shallow to spawn.
Crappie start gathering along creek
channels when water temperatures
approach 60 degrees. Males move shallow
first, looking for a place to spawn. Crappie
typically spawn in about two to four feet
of water, but sometimes spawn on river
ledges as deep as 15 feet. Unlike bass,
male crappie don’t really make beds and
defend them. Instead, they clear a place
near a stump, fallen tree or weedbed to wait
for the females to arrive. When females
show up, males repeatedly bump them to
force the girls to release their precious
cargoes.
“After crappie lay their eggs, the
eggs and developing fry are on their own,”
explained Ken Weathers, an Alabama
Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources fisheries biologist. “The
parents don’t hang around very long
after fertilizing the eggs. Crappie don’t
all spawn at the same time, even on the
same lake or cove. Depending on the day
and weather conditions, anglers might find
some prespawn crappie, some actively
spawning and some already in post-spawn
patterns in the same area. Frequently,
we’ll catch a fish that spawned out and
then immediately catch a fish full of roe in
the same spot.”
On big reservoirs or river systems,
the spawn may last for weeks because
of varying water temperatures. The
northeast corner of a lake typically warms
first, followed by the northwest, southeast
and finally southwest. The north side of
a lake receives the most sunshine, but
the eastern shore gets the most intense
afternoon sun. In addition, warm south

Many anglers pull crankbaits to tempt
crappie in the spring thru the summer.
winds blow northward while northern
shorelines somewhat shelter that side
from cold north winds. Shallow waters
warm quicker than deep waters. Cooler
rivers with current warm more gradually
than lakes, so crappie might spawn later
on streams.
“In rivers, crappie usually spawn
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STREAMING INTO THE SPAWN

in feeder creeks off the main channels
because they don’t like current and
these creeks warm faster,” advised Dan
Dannenmueller, a professional crappie
angler from Wetumpka, Ala. “In prespawn,
I look for warming flats near a channel. I
also look for hard bottoms and cover such
as timber or stumps. In rivers, spawning
fish normally get in the mouths of creeks
or in flats off the main channel with little
current.”
Moreover, hard objects absorb solar
heat and can radiate that warmth into
surrounding waters. While wood can retain
heat, rocks, metal pilings, concrete blocks,
riprap and similar structures retain more

Steele, a professional crappie angler from
Nashville, Tenn., admires a crappie he
caught by vertically jigging a metal spoon
while fishing in a backwater off the Alabama
River near Prattville, Ala.
heat than soggy logs or stumps. Just a
few degrees of water temperature change
could make a difference on a cold day.
“In early spring, we’re always looking
for slightly warmer water,” commented
Garrett Steele of Nashville, Tenn., the
other half of Team Crappie Country with
Dannenmueller. “During spawning season,
males turn darker. When we’re looking for
staging fish, we use the position of those
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dark black males as an indicator. If they are
in the shallow water, we know the females
are staging in slightly deeper water.”
Before spawning, crappie sometimes
gather just off the drop-offs, but move into
the shallows to feed. To catch these fish,
anglers need to find them. Anglers who
find them can usually land a bunch without
moving very far. In early spring, many
anglers run spider rigs through deeper
channels looking for staging fish.
“Before the spawn, we might put
our rods down as deep as 16 to 18 feet,”
Dannenmueller said. “We use Bobby
Garland and Road Runner heads tipped
with plastic. We also use minnows as an
extra enticement on a 2-bait rig. We put a
live minnow on a Tru-Turn hook on the top
of the rig to attract fish. On the bottom, we
put a jighead with plastic, usually a Bobby
Garland Swim-R or a Minnow Mind-R in a
color we like.”
In many channels, anglers might find
a stump line right on the drop marking
an old shoreline. In a creek with current,

Trolling baits under planer boards is a
highly effective way to search for crappie
in the spring. Anglers can fish various lures
at different depths simultaneously. ie in the
spring.
crappie usually hide behind those old
stumps, fallen trees or other obstructions
that disrupt the flow. When fishing creek
channels, put some baits on the edge of
the drop, some at mid-depths and some
just off the bottom.
“When fishing river systems, getting
out of the current is a major factor,” Steele
retorted. “I’m always looking for eddies
and places where crappie can escape
the current. Even on lakes, people need
to watch the currents when they release
water through the dams.”
To fish sloping shorelines and ledges
along creek channels, many anglers cast
slip-cork rigs baited with jigs, minnows or
a combination. With this rig, anglers can
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fish varied depths vertically. Throw it as
shallow as possible and work it out over
the drop. Periodically, twitch and pause it.
Crappie regularly spawn so shallow
or in such thick cover that anglers can’t
even tempt them with slip-cork rigs. In
this case, approach as close as possible
without spooking them. Use a long pole
to vertically drop baits next to stumps,
weedbeds, standing timber or other cover.
In the South, crappie habitually spawn
next to cypress trees growing in shallow
water or amongst the visible root systems
called knees.
Spawning fish won’t chase baits far.
Sometimes, anglers almost need to tickle
their noses to make them bite. Subtly
place tiny temptations in pockets and work
every likely hiding spot from all sides.
For example, probe each pocket between
branches on a fallen tree. Let a diminutive
bait like a hair jig sink naturally without any
added action. Don’t vigorously jig it up and
down. One insignificant sweet spot could
produce the most fish. Perhaps currents
push bait to that side or maybe sunshine

warms a pocket slightly. Try to determine
patterns.
“Sometimes, we can’t fish little
eddies with a spider rig, so we fish with
one pole to get into those tight spaces
where crappie might be spawning,” Steele
said. “We vertically jig around the trees
and drop the baits strategically into those
tight spaces.”

Sometimes, anglers almost
need to tickle their noses to
make them bite.
After the stressful spawning process
ends, females must regain their strength so
they feed ravenously, but scatter. During
the post-spawn, planer boards provide an
excellent search technique. Anglers can
run various baits on boards as far apart
as they want any distance from the boat.
This covers considerable territory. Anglers
could even set boards to run parallel to
drops on either side of a channel.
“When crappie go to feed in the
post-spawn, that’s when we start pulling
crankbaits,” Dannenmueller recommended.
“Besides crankbaits, people can pull a lot
of different baits such jigs, jerkbaits, blade
baits, spoons or spinnerbaits. We often
pull Thin Fishers and 1/8-ounce Rat-LTraps. In the creeks, we’ll pull jigs through
stump fields and along channel edges.”
From shallow stumpy flats to wooded
shorelines pockmarked by little eddies,
to deep holes, anglers fishing rivers
might encounter just about any cover
type imaginable in a small area. Whether
casting corks to shorelines, spider-rigging
jigs in a channel or pulling crankbaits
under planers, anglers might catch a lot of
crappie in the spring if they remain flexible
and willing to try different techniques. They
could also catch their biggest fish of the
year wherever they go.
- By John N. Felsher
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Go Fishing With The B’n’M Pros.

Sam Heaton’s 7-Foot Super-Sensitive

The SHSS72n is a spinning rod with the same sensitivity and feel of the
jig pole series. Improvements include Dyna-Flo guides for smooth line
retrieval,and a cork knob handle for outstanding balance and feel.
Historically one of the most popular rods on the water, the SHSS72n is
still supple, strong and sensitive.

FISHING

Whitey Outlaw DOUBLE DUTY

Get back to “Fishing The Basics” with Whitey Outlaw. This MediumAction rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
size crappie. It’s perfectly balanced with a comfortable foam handle
for all-day fishing - no reel needed! It features a tough & lightweight
Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.

BNM POLE COMPANY • P.O. BOX 231, WEST POINT, MS 39773
WWW.BNMPOLES.COM • 800-647-6363 • WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BNMPOLES
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Crappie Basics

Crappie Basics #136

Stick to Pre-Spawners

Tony Sheppard with Jenko Fishing says at Kentucky Lake the
fish are spawning but don’t get into a hurry to go shallow. Most
fishermen rush to the bank but there are other fish to go after too.
He targets more consistent females so he will be fishing away from
the bank out some in mid-depth water. He says he is still catching
fish as deep as 23 feet in April and most of those fish are not ready
to spawn yet. He likes fishing either minnows or jigs, but not the
combination believing that the minnows give a natural look and the
jigs seem to work by themselves.
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Story & photos by Greg McCain

Crappie migrating to the shallows is one
of the rituals of spring. Like children gleaning

anticipates the ritual every year. While he may not
always seek super shallow crappie in competitive
situations, he always follows the progression of
every last piece of Easter candy, anglers follow fish from what he considers mid-depths, 6 out to
the frenzy as the fish stage through various about 15 feet, and expects to find crappie shallow
depths. Very rarely are slabs as easily accessible from late winter throughout the spring.

or as easily caught as when they arrive in shallow
water.
Of course, shallow is relative. Anglers on a
southern impoundment might encounter shallow
crappie spawning at 6 feet or more while their
counterparts fishing natural lakes to the north in
totally different depths.
But on almost every body of water, those
glorious days arrive when the crappie are super
shallow…fins-out-of-the-water shallow. Generally
these fish are present in such skinny water – at
all stages of the spawn – not just to propagate
the species but to chase baitfish lured there by
warmer water.
Tournament pro Steve Brown – half of the
Midsouth Tackle team with Gerald Overstreet –

Crappie in super shallow water can
be aggressive and fun to catch. One of
Brown’s favorite baits is a Road Runner
with MidSouth Tackle tube.
“March, April, May, I’ve even caught fish full
of eggs around the first of June (on the Alabama
River),” Brown said.
He suggests the shallow pattern is one that
both tournament competitors and fun fishermen
alike should exploit for some of the hottest crappie
action of the year. “That’s actually one of the ways
that I learned to crappie fish,” Brown said. “Those
fish always come to the bank in shallow water in
the spring, and I first learned to catch them there.”
The parade to the shallows starts as early
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as February on Brown’s home waters, the upper
Alabama River and the lower Coosa, both short
drives from his home in Elmore.
“These fish are staging at the mouths
of creeks waiting for the water temperature to
stabilize at about 60 degrees for at least a couple
of nights, and they are going to go to the bank,”
Brown said.
“Black crappie are going to get as shallow
as they can get. If they can get in 6 inches or a
foot of water, then they are going to do it. The
white crappie are going to stay out just a little
deeper.”
Black crappie begin to move first. The
males precede the females into the shallows
and also linger longer. The egg-laden females
hesitate until just the right moment and then
proceed to make several trips into the shallows,
Brown said.

Casting becomes the go-to
approach when the fish move
shallower than 2 feet.
“The females will be out in what I call your
secondary ditch,” he said. “They are just waiting
for the right time to go. Another thing that a lot
of people don’t realize is that crappie don’t go in
and spew all their eggs (at once). They will do it
multiple times. They will move in and out … over
at least a period of a few days.”
When the fish arrive, Brown scours shallow
areas by spider rigging as long as the water is at
least a couple of feet deep. Normally his rigging is
simple, a vertical presentation on a 16-foot B’n’M
BGJP pole, spinning reel filled with Gamma hi-vis
10-lb. mono, and a single jig.
Brown uses 1/16th- or 1/8th-oz. Timmy
Tom’s weedless jigs and Road Runners in his
pursuit of shallow crappie. He likes the weedless
nature of the Timmy Tom’s jig but also favors
the flash from the Road Runners, especially in
stained water. Regardless of the head, Brown
threads on a Midsouth Tackle Super Jig tube
in colors conducive to water conditions, shad
patterns in clearer water and more gaudy colors
in stained water.
Brown creeps along at a snail’s pace,
working into the wind as slow as 0.1 or 0.2 mph,

Steve Brown occasionally anchors down with
hi Power Poles and casts to super shallow
water. At times, the distance between the cork
and jig is as little as 6 inches.
using Humminbird electronics to identify likely
holding areas. Stealth is vitally important in
shallow water, and the electronics, long rods, and
boat control help him avoid spooking fish.
“Cover is important year round no matter
whether you are on a summer pattern or an earlyspring pattern,” Brown said. “Wood plays a key.
Stumps, brushpiles, and stakebeds are the type
of structures that these fish relate to.”
Casting becomes the go-to approach
when the fish move shallower than 2 feet. The
draft of Brown’s Ranger rig prevents him from
spider rigging in the extreme shallows. The boat,
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however, is equipped with PowerPoles, which
can be used to slow the boat in trolling situations
or to anchor it for casting.
“When those fish get super shallow, we
will anchor down and cast to the bank or fan cast
around the boat,” he said. He casts the same jig
heads and plastics used for trolling and tosses
them on a B’n’M spinning rod, downsizing his
Gamma line to 6-lb. test. When the fish are this
shallow in stained water, he will peg a float 6 to 18
inches up the line.
“You literally need that jig floating right
under the surface at times, and the crappie will
react to it,” he said. “Without a float, I just cast
and slow roll it back to the boat. I rarely ever use a
float in clear, shallow water. It spooks the fish too
much.”
Targeting super shallow crappie is
admittedly a spring pursuit for the most part
although Brown suggested that the fish will move
shallow on other occasions, most likely in the
winter. The combination of baitfish and prolonged

Brown’s spider rig setup includes a long poles,
holders and easy-to-see electronics.
warming trends pull crappie shallow on certain
fisheries. For example, Wheeler Lake in north
Alabama is known for its shallow winter bite at
times.
“The fish need a reason to be there,” Brown
said. “They are not just going to show up. If you
find fish that shallow, they will be there because
the baitfish are that shallow.”
The results can be frenzied occasions that
create pulse-pounding action for even the most
seasoned angler.
“It gets absolutely crazy at times,” Brown
said. “It’s fish after fish, probably the best
opportunity of the year to quickly catch a lot of
fish.”
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- Greg McCain

by Jonny Hawkins
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Crispy Crappie
Let’s make stuff that’s all about being crispy except for some beans.
We’ll bake some fillets, fry a few and crisp-up onion rings, both daintily
a n d b u l k i l y.
There are tools needed in the kitchen and there are those tools that
c o o k s j u s t w a n t . “ Wa n t s ” o u t n u m b e r t h e “ n e e d s ” p r o b a b l y a t h o u s a n d
to one. We’re going to look at tools we need for preparing this month’s
recipes starting with knives. A filleting knife is for cleaning fish and
cutting them into fillets or steaks. An open-stock chef ’s knife (not in
a set) will slice, dice, chop, mince and so on. Chef ’s knives come in
v a r i o u s l e n g t h s a n d a r e d e s i g n e d f o r s p e c i a l i z e d s l i c i n g ; h o w e v e r, a n
old-fashioned “butcher” knife will take care of many jobs needed to
prepare most recipes.
Yo u c a n b u y k n i f e - s e t s t o m e e t a n y k i t c h e n c u t t i n g t a s k . S e t s c a n
cost from under $100 to several thousand – depending on your “wants”.
Professional chefs need and spend a great deal of money buying their
tools; tools that will last for a great many years and be worthy of passing
along the next generation.
W e a l l n e e d p a n s , s k i l l e t s a n d a D u t c h o v e n . To n g s , t h e r m o m e t e r
and other small items are both needs. The list goes on but you’ll know
what you need and want.
Crispy Crumbed Crappies
4-6 crappie fillets, thick slabs
3 t a b l e s p o o n s b u t t e r, u n s a l t e d
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 shallot, large and minced
1 / 2 t e a s p o o n p e p p e r, d i v i d e d i n t w o
1 garlic clove, minced
1 teaspoon fresh thyme, minced
3/4 cup panko bread crumbs
2 t a b l e s p o o n s f r e s h p a r s l e y, m i n c e d
2 tablespoons mayonnaise
1 egg yolk, large
1/2 teaspoon grated lemon zest
Salt & pepper to taste
Preheat oven to 300 degrees with rack adjusted to middle position.
Prepare baking sheet with greased wire rack. Melt butter in 12-inch
skillet over medium heat then add salt and shallots to soften, about 3
minutes. Add garlic and thyme for about 30 seconds, until fragrant. Add
panko and 1/4 teaspoon pepper to cook about 6 minutes. Remove from
h e a t a n d s t i r i n p a r s l e y. Tr a n s f e r p a n k o m i x t u r e t o s h a l l o w d i s h t o c o o l
for 10 minutes. Whisk mayo, egg yolk, lemon zest and 1/4 teaspoon
pepper in bowl. Pat fillets dry and season with salt and pepper to taste.
Brush fillet tops evenly with mayo mixture and individually dredge coated
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side in panko mixture, pressing gently to adhere, place fish crumb-side
up on wire rack. Bake until centers of fillets are opaque and measures
135 degrees. Cook 15 to 20 minutes, rotate pan 90 degrees and cook for
another 15 to 20 minutes.
Crispy Crappie Fritters
1 pound crappie fillets, 2-3 ounces each without skin
1/2 cup white wine
1/2 cup water
1/4 cup green onions sliced thinly
1/4 cup plain dry bread crumbs
2 eggs, beaten
2 tablespoons onion, finely chopped
2 tablespoons tartar sauce
1 t a b l e s p o o n f r e s h p a r s l e y, c h o p p e d
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
7-10 drops red pepper sauce
1 cup crushed Saltines or soda crackers
Canola oil for frying
Heat wine and water in 10-inch skillet until boiling. Add fillets. Cover
a n d r e d u c e h e a t t o l o w. S i m m e r 5 - 7 m i n u t e s , u n t i l f i s h j u s t b e g i n s t o
flake. Drain and discard liquid. Flake the fish fillets and set aside. Heat
2 inches of oil to 375 degrees. In a large bowl combine the remaining
ingredients, holding back the cracker crumbs in a shallow dish. Add
fish and mix well. Roll mixture into 1 1/2-inch diameter balls 20. Coat
the balls by rolling in crumbs. Fry balls about six at a time, 2-3 minutes
until golden brown, turning over once. Drain on paper towels. Serve with
tartar sauce, cocktail sauce or sweet-n-sour sauce.
Extra Crispy Onion Rings
This recipe is designed to cook dainty onion rings to use as a topping,
s u c h a s y o u w o u l d a d d t o a b u r g e r.
1-2 onions, sliced into thin rings
1/2 cup white vinegar
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1/4 teaspoon cream of tartar
2 cups canola oil
P l a c e o n i o n r i n g s i n a l a r g e b o w l w i t h v i n e g a r, s e t a s i d e f o r 1 0 – 2 0
m i n u t e s . I n a n o t h e r b o w l , c o m b i n e f l o u r, s a l t , p e p p e r a n d c r e a m o f t a r t a r.
Heat oil in skillet to medium-high (350 degrees). Drain vinegar from
onion rings and toss rings into flour mixture until evenly coated. Place
rings in oil, stirring occasionally until golden brown and crisp, about 5
minutes. Drain cooked rings on paper towels.
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Onion Rings Revisited – Mo’ and Mo’ Bigger
3 large Bermuda onions, sliced to 1/3-inch rings
Ice water to cover rings
1 cup all-purpose flour
1 cup buttermilk
1 egg, beaten
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups canola oil, or as needed
S o a k o n i o n r i n g s i n a b o w l o f i c e w a t e r f o r 1 h o u r i n r e f r i g e r a t o r. I n a
l a r g e b o w l w h i s k f l o u r, b u t t e r m i l k , e g g , b a k i n g s o d a a n d s a l t t o g e t h e r
until smooth. Heat oil in a deep-fryer or large saucepan to 375 degrees
F. D r a i n r i n g s a n d p a t d r y w i t h p a p e r t o w e l s . D i p o n i o n r i n g s i n b a t t e r,
working in batches; fry battered onion rings in the hot oil until browned,
about 5 minutes. Remove with a slotted spoon and drain on paper towels.
M o m ’s B e a n s a n d R i c e
1 1/4 pounds dried pinto beans
Wa t e r t o s o a k b e a n s , l i g h t l y s a l t e d
7 cups water
1 small ham hock
1 chopped medium onion
2 garlic cloves, minced
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 pound thickly sliced smoked beef and pork sausage
10-ounce undrained can tomatoes with green chilies
1/2 cup uncooked regular rice
S o r t a n d s o a k b e a n s o v e r n i g h t i n l i g h t l y s a l t e d w a t e r. D r a i n . C o m b i n e
b e a n s , 7 c u p s o f w a t e r, h a m h o c k , o n i o n , g a r l i c a n d s a l t i n a l a r g e D u t c h
o v e n . B r i n g t o a b o i l . C o v e r, r e d u c e h e a t t o m e d i u m a n d c o o k 4 5 m i n u t e s .
A d d s a u s a g e , t o m a t o e s w i t h g r e e n c h i l i e s a n d r i c e . C o v e r, r e d u c e h e a t
a n d s i m m e r 1 h o u r, s t i r r i n g o c c a s i o n a l l y. R e m o v e h a m h o c k , s h r e d h a m
from bone with a fork and return ham to bean mixture.
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Tournament Results

FEBRUARY 24th - 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CRAPPIE MASTERS
LAKE D’ARBONNE

Paul Turner/Elizabeth Turner
Brad Chappell/Brandon Fulgham
Kevin Jones/Billy Don Surface
Dustin Harris/Kelley Graham
Edward Shawn/Scottie Shawn

26.02
25.39
24.94
24.8
24.8

BIG FISH
1. Charlie Fitzgerald/Josh Passon

2.37

MALE/FEMALE
1. Paul Turner/Elizabeth Turner

26.02

ADULT/YOUTH
1. Junior Dye/Gage Lowery

FEBRUARY 25th
AMATEUR DIVISION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

19.03

CRAPPIE USA
EUFAULA

Frank Jackson/James Stewart
Clint Shipman/Brian Davidson
Blake Bennett
Jason Biddle/Andy Cron
Rick Cone/David Allen

8.87
8.65
7.47
7.22
5.98

PRO DIVISION
1. Forrest Walker/Jake Rawls
2. Wm. Dustin/Justin Cherchwell
3. Blake Phillips/Teresa Phillips
4. Robert W. Bryant/Robert Jr Bryant
5. Richie Bell/Gary Clancy

11.44
9.96
9.22
8.73
8.64

BIG FISH
1. Jason Biddle

2.29
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FEBRUARY 25th

PEACH STATE
WEST POINT LAKE

1. Scott Williams/Jacob Sapp
2. Jason Little/Dawn-Craig Chapman
3. Billy Williams/Dwight English

11.62
9.36
7.13

TOP FEMALE
1. Tammie Long

ADULT YOUTH
1. Richard Malcom/Brice Roberts

2. Riley Malcom/Landon
3. Richard Greer

FEBRUARY 25th

SHOALS CRAPPIE
WHEELER

1. Keith/Darrell
2. Jon Cammon
3. Joe Lambert/Chuck Hellums

6.19
5.97
5.88

BIG FISH
1. Keith/Darrell

FEBRUARY 25th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.84

CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
HARRIS LAKE

Eudy/Koontz
Sinclair/Sinclair
Smith/Harding
Quad/Grimm
Montgomery/Walser

13.98
13.66
13.3
13.2
12.98

BIG FISH
1. Sinclair/Sinclair
2. Potts/Robertson

2.56
2.55
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Tournament Results
MARCH 3rd - 4th
AMATEUR DIVISION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CRAPPIE USA
NEELY-HENRY

Rodney Talley/John Baker
Rodger Brown/Roger Milby
Steve Buckley/Allen Payne
Joe Hayes/Phil Trapp
Heath Martin/Stewart Weber

19.4
18.86
18.56
17.54
16.47

PRO DIVISION
1.
2.
Jr
3.
4.
5.

Gilford Sipes/Shannon Sipes
Steve Brown/Gerald Overstreet

26.58
19.31
17.56
16.42
16.26

Henry R Haley/Jo Haley
Kevin Randall/John Hendrix
Steve Ferguson/Joey Briggs

BIG FISH
1. Gilford Sipes/Shannon Sipes

MARCH 3rd - 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2.48

CRAPPIE MASTERS
LAKE GREENWOOD

Mike Huffstetler/Ray Koon
Matthew Outlaw/Jimmy Taylor
Troy Thiel/Ricky Willis
David Kingsmore/Josh Powell
Scott Mayer/Lee Mayer

23.49
22.99
22.44
20.74
19.99

BIG FISH
1. Roland Addy/Bob Addy

2.08

MALE/FEMALE
1. Eric Howard/Leann Howard

17.53

ADULT/YOUTH
1. David Simmons/Jaxon Hall

MARCH 4th

17.35

CENTRAL ALABAMA
ALABAMA RIVER

1. Eric Cagle/Jared Gilbert
2. Donnie Frederick/Randy Wideman
3. Wade McDonald
4. Mark Boldin/Harold Boldin

10.85
10.71
10.38
10.2

BIG FISH
1. Eric Cagle/Jared Gilbert

2.35

YOUTH
1. Nick Hudson

8.52
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Tournament Results
MARCH 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CRAPPIENUTZ
LAKE BLACKSHEAR

Justin Churchwell/Lamar Young
Jordan Sapp/Lee Gainous
Luke Darsey/Kye Grene
Shannon Napier/Jordan Lemons
Bubba Smith/Phillip Walls

9.76
7.52
7.11
7.07
7.06

BIG FISH
1. Luke Darsey/Kye Grene

MARCH 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.82

OKLAHOMA CRAPPIE TRAIL
KAW POINT

Steve/Casey
Kevin/Leon
Kevin/Billy
Pat/Joe
Ken/Steve

9.32
8.61
7.17
6.18
3.77

BIG FISH
1. Steve/Casey

MARCH 4th - 5th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.82

KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
CLINTON LAKE

Polter/Jennings
Bybee/Bybee
Allen/Allen/Parker
Eustice/Beckstrom
Morstorf/Harmon

18.38
15.02
14.68
14.55
14.16

BIG FISH
1. Todd Morstorf

MARCH 5th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2.07

CHATTANOOGA
CHESTER FROST PARK

Mike Johnson
Brian Howard/Tina Howard
Jim Minor David East
Bobby Ramsey/Tabitha Ramsey
Jeff Silvers/Ricky Watts

13.21
12.64
12.1
11.72
10.98
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MARCH 10th - 11th

AMERICAN CRAPPIE TRAIL
GRENADA

1. Ron Bilbrey/Thomas Hankins
2.Terry Stewart/Cole Stewart
3. Ronnie Capps/Steve Coleman
4. Jeremy Aldridge/Clint Egbert
5. Kent Watson/Matthew Outlaw

29.5
25.33
20.77
20.09
18.65

BIG FISH
1. Eddie Gilbert/Don Brooks

MARCH 10th - 11th
AMATEUR DIVISION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

3.41

CRAPPIE USA
LAKE OF EGYPT

Daniel Kash/Daniel Kash
Patrick Vowell/Patrick Stone
Josh Hess/James Gentry
Brian Cleland/Duffy Cleland
Reggy Cox/Rickey Bunch

19.48
17.87
17.31
16.64
15.06

PRO DIVISION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Steve Hess/Dan Lutchka
Doug Sikora/Michael Bledsoe
Sean Hawkins/Michael Renfro
Sean Drury/J P Onhiser
Joe Long/Brandon Meltzer

19.82
19.54
19.09
19.09
18.19

BIG FISH
1. Doug Sikora/Michael Bledsoe

2.41

CRAPPIE MASTERS

MARCH 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

WASH.-LEE-PARADISE-FERGUSON-WHITTINGTONCHICOT

Paul turner/Elizabeth Turner
Keith Sullivan/Monty Blount
Vic Finkley/Kim Gray
Charles Bunting/Travis Bunting
Jerry Gross/Debbie Gross

12.35
12.3
11.72
11.41
11.41

BIG FISH
1. Chad Nugent/John Wood

2.49

MALE/FEMALE
1. Paul turner/Elizabeth Turner

12.35

ADULT/YOUTH
1. Matthew Tosh/Brandon Tosh

9.28
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MARCH 11th

NORTHEAST GEORGIA
PISTOL CREEK

1. Dakota Duncan/Kevin “Fluff ”
Johnson
2. Derrick Fulton/Kevin Howpy
3. Matt Sipper/Jonathan Burnette
4. Scott Williams/Jason Sapp
Tracy Davis/Chuck Davis

16.3
15.15
13.12
13.8
12.2

BIG FISH
1. Dakota Duncan/Kevin “Fluff ”
Johnson

MARCH 11th

2.11

SHOALS AREA
PICKWICK

1. Jeremy Hairell
2. Brian West/Nick Muse
3. Keith Dodd/Darrell Keil

9.46
8.46
7.65

BIG FISH
1. Brian West/Nick Muse

MARCH 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2.25

FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB
CRESCENT LAKE

Nate
John Young
Jeff Brown
Mitchell McGill/Scherice McGill
Scott Lawson

11.01
11
9.08.8
9.08.4
8.08

BIG FISH
1. John Young and Jeff Brown

MARCH 18th

2.05

EASTERN MISSOURI
LAKE OF THE OZARKS

1. Scott Rademan/Travis Stevens/
Scott Veit
2. Tony Edgar/Travis Lepley
3. Troy Wiethop/Ty Wiethop
4. Bruno Peritti/Ron Molitor/John
Martens
5. Ryan Bearden/Jack

9.61
9.02
8.73
8.46

BIG FISH
1. Bruno Perotti/Ron Molitor/John
Martens

1.83
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Tournament Results

MARCH 18th
AMATEUR DIVISION
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CRAPPIE USA
WEISS LAKE

Mo Spears/Marty Spears
Joe Hayes/Phil Trapp
Robert Lemming/Chris Anderson
Dave Ancell/Danny Stephens
John Hicks/Timothy Harris

9.65
8.84
8.16
7.56
7.5

PRO DIVISION
1. Jim Freeman/Garrett Bridges
2. Henry Haley/Jo Haley
3. Jeff Ingram/Jud Westbrook
4. Tony Thomas/Michael Hartman
5. Stan Reynolds/Joe Hester

10.9
10.73
9.3
9.06
8.49

BIG FISH
1. Mo Spears/Marty Spears

MARCH 18th

2.25

PEACH STATE
CLARK’S HILL

1. Rod Wall/Mike Bridges
2. Craig Chapman/Jason Little
3. Joey Clark/Chance Kelly
4. Scott Glenn/Tony “Big Fish”
Johnson
5. Ricky Cone/David Allen

13.37
11.82
10.27
10.04
9.47

BIG FISH
1. Jamie Kincade/Tony Mayweather

MARCH 18th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2.75

WAPPAPELLO
WAPPAPELLO LAKE

Campbell/Walker
Batch/Ware
Owens/Harly
Roper/McGowen
Guilings/Carrier

6.6
6.06
4.79
4.29
3.9

BIG FISH
1. Campbell/Walker

1.6
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CRAPPIE CLUBS
Club

Contact

FACEBOOK

AMERICAN CRAPPIE TRAIL

Matt Morgan

Facebook

BAYOU STATE CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION

Brandon Jennings

Facebook

CAPITOL CRAPPIE CLUB

Austin Kneeskern

Facebook

CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION

RICK Eudy

Facebook

CENTRAL ALABAMA CRAPPIE CLUB

Dan Dannanmueller/Jonathan Phillips

Facebook

CENTRAL ARKANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB

Jason Westerberg

Facebook

CENTRAL ILLINOIS CRAPPIE CLUB

Joe Schrader/Greg Foley

Facebook

CHATTANOOGA CRAPPIE CLUB

Mike Johnston/Jim Edmister

Facebook

CRAPPIE ANGLERS OF TEXAS

JAY Reve

Facebook

CRAPPIE MASTERS

Mike Valentine

Facebook

CRAPPIE USA

Darrell Van Vactor

Facebook

CRAPPIENUTZ MS

Robert Smith/Joe Faircloth

Facebook

EAST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB

Facebook

EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE SERIES

Creekside sports-903-849-2634

Facebook

EASTERN MISSOURI CRAPPIE CLUB

Steve Perotto

Facebook

FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB

Darrell Cole

Facebook

GRAND LAKE CRAPPIE SERIES OH

Jeff

Facebook

HOI CRAPPIE CLUB

Chad Anderson

Facebook

INDIANNA SLAB MASTERS

Joe Long/Damon Phillips

Facebook

KANSAS CITY CRAPPIE CLUB

Hoe Bragg/Frank Haidusek

Facebook

MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB

Michael Nowell/Roger Womack

Facebook

MIDDLE TENESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB

Toby Ivey

Email

NORTHEAST GEORGIA CRAPPIE

Kevin Strong

Facebook

NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB

Dan Elko/Robert Elko

Website

OKLAHOMA CRAPPIE TRAIL

Darrell and Brian

Facebook

PEACH STATE CRAPPIE CLUB

Robert Smith

Facebook

RIPPN' LIPZ

Jimmy/Jessica Walters

Facebook

SHOALS AREA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATON

Keith Dodd

Facebook

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CRAPPIE

Chad Hamson

Facebook

SLABMASTERS TOURNAMENT TRAIL

Jamie Moore/Dan Sidle

Facebook

SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB IL

Jerry Jallas/Rick Montooth

Facebook

WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIE CLUB MO
WILLIAMS CREEK CRAPPIE CLUB

Facebook
Danny Kemp/Bob Parkinson
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Website

CRAPPIE CALENDAR
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL

1st
1st
1st
1st
2nd
7th - 8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
8th
9th
9th
15th
15th
15th
15th
15th
15th
15th
15th
16th
21st - 22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
22nd
23rd
23rd
28th - 29th
28th - 29th
29th
29th

INDIANA SLAB MASTERS
KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
CAT TEXAS
NORTHEAST GEORGIA
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
CRAPPIE USA
CAT TEXAS
CENTRAL ALABAMA
COOSA RIVER
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIENUTZ
EASTERN MISSOURI
FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB
SPRINGFIELD
MAGNOLIA
MIDDLE Tennessee
NORTEAEST OHIO CRAPPIE
GRAND LAKES CRAPPIE SERIES
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
CENTRAL ARKANSAS
COOSA RIVER
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIE USA
EAST TENNESSEE
HOI CRAPPIE CLUB
INDIANA SLAB MASTERS
OKLAHOMA CRAPPIE TRAIL
EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE SERIES
CRAPPIE USA
CENTRAL ILLINOIS
CRAPPIE MASTERS
FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB
MIDDLE Tennessee
NORTHEAST GEORGIA
NORTEAEST OHIO CRAPPIE
RIPPIN’ LIPZ
GRAND LAKES CRAPPIE SERIES
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIE USA
BAYOU STATE
CENTRAL ARKANSAS

PATOKA LAKE
POMONA LAKE
LAKE FORK
MIDDLETON BOAT RAMP
LAKE EGYPT
LAKE CUMBERLAND
LAKE FORK
LAKE MITCHELL
NEELY-HENRY
LAKE FORK
LAKE BLACKSHEAR
MARK TWAIN LAKE
ST JOHNS RIVER
LAKE SPRINGFIELD/LINDSAY BRIDGE
BARNETT RESERVOIR
WEISS LAKE
BERLIN LAKE
GRAND LAKES
KINCAID
LAKE OVERCUP OR BREWER
LAKE GUNTERSVILLE
LAKE OF THE OZARKS
OLD HICKORY LAKE
DOUGLAS LAKE
BANNER MARSH
CATARACT LAKE
EUFAULA
LAKE PALESTINE
GREEN RIVER LAKE
LAKE DECATUR
LAKE EUFAULA
LOCHLOOSA
WOODS RESERVOIR
RUSSELL PARK
MOSQUITO LAKE
ROSS BARNETT RESERVOIR
GRAND LAKES
CARLYLE LAKE
KENTUCKY LAKE
GRAND LAKES/ST. MARYS
D’ARBONNE/C.A.S.T. FOR KIDS
LAKE DARDANELLE
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CLUB
CLUB
4th ANNUAL CRAPPIEFEST
CLUB
CLUB
SUPER EVENT
Crappie masters national qualifier
CLUB
CLUB
ONE POLE ULTIMATE CHALLENGE
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
BIG MAMA OPEN
CLUB
ICE BREAKER
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
WILDCARD
1st Leg of MO State Champoinship
CLUB
CLASSIC
POINTS/CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
SUPER EVENT
CLUB
NATIONAL QUALIFIER
CLUB
JIGS ONLY BONUS
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
KY/TN STATE CHAMPOINSHIP
SUPER EVENT
SPECIAL NEEDS
CLUB

CRAPPIE CALENDAR
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
APRIL
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY
MAY

29th
29th
29th
29th
29th
29th - 30th
5th - 6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th
7th
7th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
14th
19th - 20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
21st
21st
27th

CENTRAL ILLINOIS
NORTEAEST OHIO CRAPPIE
MAGNOLIA
SHOALS CRAPPIE
WAPPAPELLO
SPRINGFIELD
CRAPPIE MASTERS
COOSA RIVER
CRAPPIENUTZ
CRAPPIE USA
HOI CRAPPIE CLUB
KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
NORTHEAST GEORGIA
OKLAHOMA CRAPPIE TRAIL
RIPPIN’ LIPZ
SPRINGFIELD
GRAND LAKES CRAPPIE SERIES
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
CENTRAL ALABAMA
CENTRAL ARKANSAS
CRAPPIE USA
CRAPPIE MASTERS
INDIANA SLAB MASTERS
NORTEAEST OHIO CRAPPIE
WAPPAPELLO
EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE SERIES
AMERICAN CRAPPIE TRAIL
CAT TEXAS
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIE USA
EASTERN MISSOURI
EAST TENNESSEE
HOI CRAPPIE CLUB
MAGNOLIA
MIDDLE TENNESSEE
NORTHEAST GEORGIA
NORTEAEST OHIO CRAPPIE
SPRINGFIELD
WILLIAMS CREEK
GRAND LAKES CRAPPIE SERIES
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
SHOALS CRAPPIE

LAKE SHELBYVILLE
WEST BRANCH
ENID LAKE
PICKWICK
WAPPAPELLO LAKE
MARK TWAIN LAKE
ALABAMA RIVER
CEDAR BLUFF/WEISS LAKE
TBD
MISSISSINEWA/SALAMONIE
SANGCHRIS
COUNCIL GROVE
FISHING CREEK BOAT RAMP
FT GIBSON
LAKE OKHISSA
LAKE JACKSONVILLE
GRAND LAKES
REND LAKE
LAKE JORDAN
PECKERWOOD OR DES ARC
LAKE SHELBYVILLE
REND LAKE
FREEMAN/SHAFER
PYMATUNING LAKE
WAPPAPELLO LAKE
LAKE PALESTINE
KENTUCKY LAKE
SAM RAYBURN
TRUMAN LAKE
PATOKA LAKE
MARK TWAIN LAKE
DOUGLAS LAKE
EVERGREEN
GRENADA LAKE
TIMS FORD
GILLS POINT
PORTAGE
LAKE SHELBYVILLE
LAKE FORK
GRAND LAKES
SMITH LAND POOL
CEDAR/SLICKROCK
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CLUB
CLASSIC
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
AL STATE CHAMPOINSHIP
KIDS DAY
CLASSIC
CLUB
POINTS/CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
NATIONAL QUALIFIER
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
QUALIFIER
BIG CRAPPIE CHALLENGE
CLUB
ADULT/YOUTH
FISH FRY/NIGHT TOURNEY
POINTS/CLUB
CLUB
DOCK SHOOTING BONUS
FINALE’
CLUB
CRAPPIE BASH/OPEN BUDDY
LARRY HENRY MEMOEIAL
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB

1st Place
RJ Burgamy showing off his big crappie
Him and his daddy Ricky Burgamy caught at Lake Oconee, Georgia
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Runner Up

Ray Cornish,
Cumberland Lake,
Kentucky
2.8lbs his personal best
and on his cake day!
Happy Birthday Ray!

Don’t forget to send in your
recent photo by the 15th.
Crappie NOW e-magazine
accepts color digital images for
publication. A single photo will
be selected after the 10th of
each month for the next month’s
edition. The winner will be
contacted via email with prize
information.
Check out www.crappienow.com
for more details.
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