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Opening Cast
 The spring 
of 2017 has been 
anything but normal. 
The weather and 
crappie f ishing have 
been unpredictable. 
We’ve seen early 
warm weather but late 
snows. We’ve had 
winter temperatures 
in May even as far 
south as Montgomery, 
Alabama. We have 
had massive f loods, 
drought, snow, tornados, hai l  and high winds.
 Al l  of the weather has been diff icult  for me 
to adjust to but the crappie have had trouble, 
too. They don’t know whether to spawn, not 
spawn, go to a winter pattern or summer 
pattern. Sometimes they do nothing at al l .  I 
can’t wait to see what June brings but i t  should 
be better. 
 A good example of weather changing 
crappie was in a recent tournament on my home 
waters, the Alabama River. We experienced 
temperatures one day in the eighties and the 
next day i t  dropped into the fort ies before the 
day was over. Water temperatures dropped 
eight degrees within 24 hours. Heavy rains 
created hefty currents and dinged the waters. 
Crappie hate changes in any condit ion and al l 
of these real ly pushed them t ight to structure, 
trees, brush pi les, etc. They would not move 
to eat anything. You had to put the bait r ight 
where they were located to get them to bite, i f 
they would at al l .
 As June arr ives, weather condit ions and 
crappie f ishing should be spectacular. Post-
spawn crappie should be very hungry so be 
ready to have some fun.

God Bless,
Dan Dannenmueller Sr.
Publisher

WRITERS

IN MEMORIAM

EDITOR/ SR. WRITER
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 C rappie fishing continues 
to evolve as more techniques are 
established for special situations. 
Steve Brown, a tournament 
fisherman from Alabama and 
sponsored by MidSouth Tackle, 
Road Runner and Tru-Turn hooks, 
says he uses a technique to get 
his bait where he needs it, deep in 
the brush.
 “This isn’t a cure-all 
technique,” says Brown. “but 
sometimes when we are spider 
rigging a brushpile it’s too difficult 
to keep our baits from hanging. 
Multiple rods hung can be a mess. 
We often switch to one pole and 
drop-shot our bait.”
 Brown says along with 
fewer hang-ups, not spooking the 
crappie is very important. Pulling 
baits loose from hangups on limbs 
can spook other crappie in the 
brushpile. A good spot can be 
ruined.

The System 
 “We start by trying to pick the 
crappie off the top by spider rigging 
multiple poles. We might catch 
those fish and pull some up from 
the brush. However, this doesn’t 
work in all situations because the 
fish just won’t come out to take the 
baits.
 “After we spider rig it and 
present our baits like we want, we 
will switch to one pole and take a 
few minutes to jig the brushpile. 
We use a drop-shot to get baits 
down through the limbs. We’ve 
learned that it’s not unusual that 
the biggest crappie from the spot 

Electronics are the key to fishing deep, 
submerged structure. Brown takes his time 

to pinpoint spots he choses to fish.

By Tim Huffman
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will come from deep in the cover.”
 Setup is easy. Brown finds the 
spot he wants to fish and usually marks 
it with a buoy keeping it off the cover so 
it won’t be in the way. He goes into the 
wind for better boat control. He carefully 
fishes by spider rigging the spot making 
sure to hit all areas of the brush or bed. 
Then he switches to the drop-shot rig.
 Brown’s drop-shot setup includes 
a Crappie Maxx Pro Series IM-8, 10-
foot rod. On bottom is a 1/2-ounce 
bell sinker. A #1/0 VMC hook is tied 20 
inches up from the sinker using a small 

tag line.
 “The 1/2-ounce sinker is good to 
about 24 feet. It allows me to feel the 
brush and bottom. I drop it until I feel 
something. If I don’t hit cover I can move 
it around until I feel it. I use 10-pound 
braid because it is more sensitive. It’s 
the best line for “feel” and it’s tough. 
Some prefer fluorocarbon but that’s 
probably just a personal preference.” 
 “A sensitive rod isn’t an option, it ’s 
a must-have. Fishing stumps, laydowns 
and deep brush means you have to 
feel everything including the cover and 

DROP-SHOT RIVER CRAPPIE

Brown uses a drop-shot rig to get to hard-
to-reach crappie deep in the brush.
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DROP-SHOT RIVER CRAPPIE

bites.”
 Brown says the rig is primarily 
to use in places where hangups are a 
problem. He has used two hooks but 
says that defeats the purpose of the rig. 
A fish will immediately run when he is 
hooked so another hook means you’ll 
get hung and lose the fish.
 “The technique is basically a 
secondary way to fish and works well 
with our spider rigging. We spider rig 
and then use the drop-shot to penetrate 
the cover. We’ve learned it really helps 
getting to spooky fish that stay buried 
in the brush.”
 “I usually drop it until it hits bottom 
or something else. Then work it up as 
needed. Here on the Alabama River we 
are likely to pull out a 2 or 2.5-pounder.”
 Brown says patience is very 

important. The bait gets in the strike 
zone it’s best to leave it there a while 
to give the fish time to bite. He uses a 
minnow with the good hook but adding 
color is okay on some days. He prefers 
a small-bodied plastic bait when tipping 
with a minnow.
 “I learned this technique from an 
older gentleman I know. It has worked 
well for me. I’m sure other fishermen 
can find situations when the drop-shot 
will help them reach more crappie.”

Bait Options
 Without doubt the drop-shot is 
geared toward fishing a minnow. That’s 
the primary function. However, there are 
times when a jig tipped with a minnow 
will work. Brown says he likes different 
jigs but a Bobby Garland Minnow Mind”R 
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in Love Bug color works great in 
stained waters and is designed 
to be fished with a minnow. He 
also likes a MidSouth tube in 
lime/chartreuse combo color. 
Sometimes a Road Runner 2.0 
head adds flash and a thump 
to help attract bites. But unless 
crappie demand the jig, stick to 
a straight minnow.

Final Comments
 Drop-shot rigs have been 
used for years for crappie 
(original Kentucky Lake rig) but 
their specific use for a follow-up 
tactic after spider rigging is not 
common. It’s easy to rig a rod 
just for this tactic, use it for a 
few minutes on a brushpile, and 
move on. Give it a try. 
 Products mentioned include:
Bobby Garland:  bobbygarlandcrappie.
com
MidSouth Tackle: midsouthtackle.com
Road Runner: ttiblakemore.com
BPS (Pro Maxx pole): basspro.com
VMC: vmchooks.com

Brown says as temperatures heat 
up it’s important to stay hydrated. 
Nothing beats a cool bottle of water 

or electrolyte replacement.

DROP-SHOT RIVER CRAPPIE

- Tim Huffman
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Cool gear that’s catching!
Mr. Crappie Premium Line

  Low memory; high abrasion resistance

  Special softeners for superb performance

  HiVis, Camo and Clear - 4, 6, 8 and 10 lb.

  Available in Mega Spool and Mega Bulk

Mr. Crappie Spinning Reels

  Strong graphite body and rotor

  Double anodized aluminum spool

  Zero Reverse one-way clutch

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Spinning Combo

  Smooth 2-ball bearing system

  Thin, compact gear box

  Pre-spooled with Mr. Crappie HiVis line

  Graphite composite rods with split grip handle

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Rods

  Premium graphite blanks     Lightweight EVA grips     Aluminum oxide guides

www.mrcrappie.com

www.crappieusa.com

02/18/17
02/25/17
03/03-04/17
03/10-11/17
03/18/17
03/24-25/17
04/01/17
04/01/17
04/07-08/17
04/15/17
04/21-22/17
04/28-29/17
05/06/17
05/13/17
05/20/17

Logan Martin, AL
Eufaula, AL
Neely-Henry, AL
Lake of Egypt, IL
Weiss Lake, AL
Ky & Barkley Lakes , TN
Cave Run Lake, KY
Lake Wylie, NC
Lake Cumberland, KY
Old Hickory Lake, TN
Green River Lake, KY
Grand Lk St. Marys, OH
Mississinewa/Salamonie, IN
Lake Shelbyville, IL
Patoka Lake, IN

Schedule of Events

Crap p i e  US A
2 2 0  Moh aw k  Ave .

L o u i sv i l l e ,  KY 4 0 2 0 9
502-384-5924

2 0 1 7  C r a p p i e  U S A Tr a i l

2017 Crappie USA Classic
Ky & Barkley Lakes , Paris, TN - 10/26-28/17
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Crappie NOW How To May

HOW TO?
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 “Fish will suspend when it gets really hot but you can still catch a lot of 
fish. The fish might get right on to of the water whether it’s 4 feet deep or 14 
feet. It can July at noon, sweat running and the bite is better than at early 
morning, totally opposite of what we usually have. One thing for sure that 
will improve fishing is to use small minnows. They are much more productive 
than mediums. Go ultra-slow and pay very close attention for a bite because 
it will be very light or a swim away. Use small line and a sensitive pole like 
a BnM BGJP.” …Ronnie Capps

Crappie Basics #139

Crappie Basics

Hot Days- Small Minnow
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The Changing Look of Tournaments
 My first classic as a writer/photographer 
was in 1991 at Lake Ouachita, Hot Springs, 
Arkansas. Things were different then. First, 
qualifying for a classic was difficult. There 
were more fishermen at qualifier events 
so making the cut was a challenge. The 
classic was an honor…much more than 
today when basically anyone can get in.
 Another difference then was the boats. 
There were 14-foot johnboats, many 15- 
and 16-foot aluminum rigs and small glass 
boats. 40- to 90-horsepower motors were 
common. I watched boats slid from flatbed 
trucks. Flashers were the primary depth/fish 
finder. Homemade rod holders and racks 
were common with 2x4’s often a part of the 
system. Compared to today’s standards, 
the equipment was basic. The good thing 
about those times was that everyone could 
compete no matter what boat or equipment 
they owned. Today a fisherman can’t finish 
consistently without a good boat, advanced 
electronics and equipment.
 At the ’91 classic, Crappiethon 
housed all the contestants in a downtown 
Hot Springs motel. The rooms were paid. A 
police escort took a motorcade of boats to 
and from the lake. It attracted the attention 
of many people along the route. The weigh-
in was downtown. The prize was two fully 
rigged Ranger fiberglass boats and some 
cash.
 VanVactor says, “One of the biggest 
changes in crappie fishing in the last 30 years 
has been equipment. Today manufacturers 

are creating baits and equipment geared 
directly toward the crappie fishermen. 
That’s a change. The biggest difference 
is electronics. BnM is one of the few who 
have always supported crappie fishing and 
competitive crappie fishing since day one.
 VanVactor continued, “A potential 
sponsor years ago told me, “Oh yea, the 
crappie fisherman is the guy setting on the 
bank on a bucket with a pack of cigarettes 
and a carton of beer.” Getting sponsors to 
a few tournaments was all it took for them 
to see what competitive crappie fishing was 
really like.”
 Vallentine says, “I’ve only been on 
the competitive side for seven years but 
I’ve learned a lot from those who have 
fished for decades. I’ve learned that a few 
teams, including Ronnie Capps and Steve 
Coleman, dominated. They are still very 
good but I have witnessed growth in the 
skill level of many other teams.
 “Crappie tournaments are no different 
than softball tournaments. There is a 
percentage of people who are likely to win 
a number of tournaments, a group with a 
chance to win one, a group who might win 
and a group who enjoys competing but are 
less likely to win. The skill level separation 
between teams seems to be growing 
smaller with many good fishermen.”
 Matt Morgan says, “That’s a funny 
question because I go to tournaments as 
an escape from everyday work and life. It is 
a stress relief. I work harder at fishing than I 
do at my job which is not easy and includes 

 Our series experts include Darrell Van Vactor, General Manager of Crappie 
USA; Mike Vallentine, President and Owner of Crappie Masters; Matt Morgan, Co-
Owner of the American Crappie Trail; and tournament fishermen. The last part of the 
series looks at the changing look of tournaments and their future.

Story & photos by Tim Huffman
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long hours, but the fishing is competitive 
fun.
 “I’m not sure about 30 years ago 
but today the intensity level is there in the 
tournament fishermen. For me, I always 
want to win no matter if we are playing 
checkers or tournament fishing. I like to 
believe a part of my success has been the 
desire and intensity I bring. Today’s crappie 
fishermen are knowledgeable and serious.” 

The Future of Crappie Fishing
 “The crappie market has leveled out 

a little bit,” says VanVactor. “Fewer people 
are coming in to advance those numbers. I 
believe it is because they don’t have time. 
People are working longer hours and have 
less time to fish. It’s not just the money 
because crappie fishing numbers go up 
during a bad economy.
 “I believe we are stable for the long 

The team of Turner and Turner won the 
Crappie Masters D’Arbonne/ Louisiana State 

Championship along with $7600 in cash.
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haul. Tournaments should be good if we 
don’t try to over-emphasize what we do and 
we don’t lose the number one purpose of 
crappie fishing. It can be a competitive sport 
but the number one reason is for learning. 
If we don’t catch fish we can learn from 
others. Tournaments make a fisherman 
better because of experience and learning.”
 Vallentine says, “I believe we will 
see the competition getting stronger and 
numbers will continue to grow. National 
tournaments will be in a better place than 
they’ve been but I don’t know to what scale.
 “Growth not being at a higher level 
can be boiled down to a couple of things. 
People have always been intrigued and 
want to know how to catch crappie but 
taking it to the tournament level is whole 
different story. The second thing is that our 
baits don’t cost $20 apiece like some of 
the other species. Part of that $20 is for 
marketing that relates to more sponsor 
monies. A package of crappie jigs does not 
have that level of marketing dollars.
 “Just this tournament for media alone 
we have motels bills for our magazine 
editor, TV camera man, plus two days on 
the water, gas in the boat, meals. Plus 
all our staff expenses. Payroll, travel, the 
trailer and motel are all very expensive. It’s 
just a part of running the trail. But if this 
were easy everyone would be running a 
tournament circuit.”
 Vallentine continues, “Our purpose as 
a tournament trial boils down to promoting 
sponsors. The more eyeballs we get on 
crappie fishing the better it will be for us, 
the fishermen and the sponsors. So media 
and good business practices are keys for 
the future of tournament trails.
 “I hear about the huge numbers in 
the early years of tournaments. Entry fees 
aren’t an issue and economy is a small 
factor.  Fishermen who have not had a lot 
of success have learned the tournaments 
are probably not for them and have dropped 
out. Numbers have shrunk to what we have 
today but they are very solid numbers with 
competitive fishermen who continue to fish. 
The sport has evolved into something more 
complex and expensive. There is nothing 

wrong with this for tournaments but it 
changes the level of fishing.”
 Matt Morgan says, “The sky is the 
limit for crappie tournaments. I give a lot 
of seminars every year and one of my first 
topics is that crappie fishing has been 
treated as the redheaded step-child of 
fishing. I love crappie fishing and it has 
been growing bigger, faster and stronger. 
Although we will never reach the status of 
the all-mighty bass, if we do things right the 
sky is the limit compared to where we are 
now. We can’t be afraid to try new things 
even though some may fail.

 Russ Bailey, Host of Brush Pile Fishing 
TV, says, “I can remember the days when I 
fished tournaments with 200 and 300 boats. 
We are fighting our way back. I believe all 
three trails are different and have a place. 
As payoffs increase, the number of teams 
will rise.”
 Steve Coleman has many classic 
wins. He says, “What gets the numbers of 
fishermen is the money. Years ago if you 
won the classic you won two Ranger boats 
and $10,000. It’s more expensive to fish 
now but the payoffs are not as much. People 
who tournament fish need a return. A team 
competing without national sponsors helping 
is spending a lot of money out of pocket. 
It’s expensive. Pre-fishing and tournament, 
truck gas, boat gas, motel, food, bait and 
everything else often runs about $2000 
if nothing major tears up. Competition is 
more equal today and numbers will stay if 
the money is there.”
 Classic champ Jason Sandage says, 
“As long as several trails are running I 
believe it will split it up. Spreading out 
the money isn’t good. Also, the costs for 
a fisherman who works is difficult. We are 
getting priced out with entry fees and travel 
expenses. I have to give up five days of 
guiding so between that and costs, I need 
to win $3000 just to break even. Also, when 
we won the classic we won $75,000. Those 
payouts have come down. I believe there 
will be a core group fishing the tournaments 
and some locals, that shouldn’t change.”
 Classic champ Tony Sheppard says, 

The Future of Crappie Tournaments
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“I think we are growing in leaps and bounds 
but not in the tournament fishermen 
numbers. I think Kentucky Lake has 
exploded with fishermen but tournament 
fishing is not at the same growth. We need 
younger fishermen in the sport and that’s 
getting better.”
 Louie Mansfield, Grizzly Jig owner, 
says, “I love tournaments but until the 
money is there they won’t be much bigger. 
Paying on the number of boats doesn’t work 
unless you have over 100 boats at each 
tournament. I also think electronics may 
hurt tournaments. The fishermen who have 
the money and time to learn electronics has 
such an advantage it makes it difficult for 
a weekend fisherman to compete. We see 
it all the time with the younger fishermen 
who live and die with electronics having 
consistent success.”

Conclusion
 I miss tagged tournaments and 
Tangle-Free Tom from the Crappiethon 
USA era. I miss huge tournaments with the 
fun and excitement that weekend fishermen 

brought. I miss simple crappie fishing. 
Those days are gone. But we are more 
knowledgeable and advanced so fishing is 
much easier with tournament fishing playing 
a huge role in product development.
 Tournament numbers are steady and 
growing slightly so if our economy stays 
level tournaments should continue to have 
a slow growth. Competitors will continue 
to become more educated and skilled. The 
future of crappie tournament fishing? Only 
time will tell but for now it’s a great period 
for fishermen to have the opportunity to 
compete and have a shot to win some 
money and prizes.

The Future of Crappie Tournaments

Alex Rude and Josh Gowan win a Ranger 
Boat worth $25,000 with the American 
Crappie Trail. Good paybacks are good 
incentives for fishermen who compete. 

- Tim Huffman
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 Rhonda Reeve was happily fishing 
Texas club tournaments and national 
tournaments with her husband, Jay Don 
Reeve. After several doctor visits she 
finally landed in an emergency room where 
she was diagnosed with stage 3 ovarian 
cancer in November of 2015.
 She underwent five surgeries, 16 
rounds of chemotherapy and spent more 
than two months in the hospital. The good 
news today is that she is cancer-free and 
crappie fishing again.
 In an effort to raise funds and increase 
awareness about ovarian cancer, Team 
Reeve has partnered with the National 
Ovarian Cancer Coalition (NOCC). Their 
goal is to help bring awareness to the signs 
and symptoms of this deadly disease. 
 There is no screening for ovarian 
cancer. Each year more than 22,000 
women in the United States are diagnosed 
with ovarian cancer and over 14,000 die. 
You can join Team Reeve and NOCC. 

They are asking you to join in the fight 
against ovarian cancer by making an 
annual donation to the NOCC on behalf 
of Team Reeve. All donors will have their 
logo or name added to their new NOCC 
boat wrap.
 To give, go to: https://give.ovarian.
org/teamreeve , also see Facebook page 
@teamreeveovariancancerawareness

CrappieNow says,
“Go Team Reeve!”

:  Jay Don & Rhonda Reeve at the 
Crappie Master D’Arbonne tournament. 
Rhonda is a cancer survivor and back to 

crappie fishing.
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 G arry Mason, Founder of  the 
Legends of  the Outdoors Nat ional  Hal l 
of  Fame, announces event date and 
inductees. August 26th,  9:00 a.m.,  in-
ductees and guests wi l l  be boarding 
one of  the largest paddlewheel show-
boats- the General  Jackson Show-
boat/Music Ci ty Queen in Nashvi l le, 
Tennessee. The ceremony and ban-
quet begins at  10:00 a.m.
 Inductees include: Dave Precht- 
outdoor wr i ter  and edi tor  of  Bassmas-
ter Magazine; Morr is Sheehan- Presi-
dent,  American Bass Anglers,  Inc;  L isa 
Snuggs- SEOPA Excecut ive Director 
& OJEFA CEO; Walter Parrot t -  cham-
pion turkey cal ler  & hunter;  Guy Eaker 
Sr-  professional  angler;  Jerry Ant ley- 
founder of  Cedar Hi l l  game cal ls;  Bob 
Foulkrod- renowned sportsman, wr i ter 
and televis ion personal i ty;  and Steve 
Pr ice- outdoor wr i ter  and photogra-
pher.  Guest speaker wi l l  be J immy 

Si tes,  contr ibutor to the Sportsmen’s 
Bible,  outdoors advocate and host of 
Spir i tual  Outdoor Adventures. 
 The event is open to the publ ic 
wi th t icket  pr ice of  $100. Websi te is 
www.legendoftheoutdoors.com or by 
cal l ing 731-593-0171.

“Legends of the Outdoors”
National Hall of Fame announces 2017 
Inductees and 16th Annual Event
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 June is the month when finding 
crappie is easy, and catching them 
is often easy too. During the summer 
months, crappie are very predictable. 
I search for brush, logs and stumps on 
main river channels that provide shade 
and cooler water. I usually catch crappie 
in water from 12-24 feet deep.  
 I’ll sink structure for summertime 
crappie but mostly in Lake Jordan rather 
than the Alabama River, because river 
currents may wash my stake beds away. 
I concentrate on sinking structure in 
underwater trees on the bottom, logjams 
and other types of cover on the edges of 
river channels.

Using the Right Crappie Equipment 
and Tactics
 I’ll generally tight-line with live 
minnows for crappie in June. However, I 
use larger profile jigs too in June than in 
the fall and spring. I like larger baits in 
the summer, due to the size of the shad 
that just have spawned in the spring 
being fairly large – about 3 inches. I want 
minnows and jigs that size or somewhat 
bigger. I prefer to mix the sizes of minnows 
I take with me to fish. Aggressive crappie 
seem to prefer medium-to-large-sized 
minnows this month. 
 To catch crappie on minnows, 
you must keep your minnows alive and 
lively. I use an Engle cooler to keep my 
minnows alive. However, any cooler with 

a battery-powered aerator feeding air 
into the cooler works. You can keep the 
minnows cool with ice that you treat with 

Story & photos by John Phillips

Plenty of good crappie can be caught this 
month, if you know where to look for them 

and how to catch them.

Editor’s Note: Jonathan Phillips of Wetumpka, Alabama, is the president 
of the Central Alabama Crappie Club and guides on the Alabama River and 
Alabama’s Lake Jordan. 
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JUNE CRAPPIE

Better Bait to rid the water of chlorine and 
the minnows of their ammonia problem.  
 In June, I try to fish right on top of 
the spot where I pinpoint the crappie. 
The post-spawn is over, and the crappie 
are schooling up and feeding in cover. If 
I’ve been spider rigging before with eight 
poles, I’ll change to four poles for June 
fishing. I want to put those baits right in 
front of the crappie’s noses. 
 The amount of weight I fish depends 
on depth and current - but my favorite is 
1/2-ounce. With a reasonable current, I’ll 
use a 3/4-ounce weight. If the current is 
stronger, I’ll have a 1-ounce weight. 
I prefer 8-pound-test Hi Vis for my main 
line that I put a slip sinker on before tying 
on a barrel swivel. On the other end of the 
line, I’ll tie 18 inches of 6-pound leader 
line and then attach a #1 crappie hook 
at its end. I don’t lose nearly as many 
crappie on a #1 hook as I do on a #2 or 
smaller hook. 
 Before I start fishing, I’ll mark the 
spot where I see the crappie on my depth 
finder with a buoy. If I don’t have any 

wind on the day I’m fishing, I’ll drop the 
buoy right in the middle of the structure 
I’m fishing. If the wind’s blowing hard, 
I’ll drop my buoy 5-feet upwind of the 
structure and the crappie to keep my boat 
from blowing into my buoy and spooking 
the crappie. 
 To fish very-thick cover, you’ll catch 
more crappie and retie less often using 
the single-hook rig that I’ve described 
earlier. However, on overcast days or 
rainy days, the crappie often will pull 
out of that thick cover and hold off to the 
side or above the cover. Then a double-
minnow rig works well. 

Jigging for Crappie
 To vertical jig for crappie this month, 
I’ll fish a chartreuse-colored jig or a jig 

To find the crappie, Phillips uses his 
Humminbird side-scanning depth finder to 
locate logjams, sunken trees and natural 
brush on the edge of the main river channel.
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with a chartreuse tail. I don’t tip my jig with minnows in June, although you can.  

JUNE CRAPPIE

“When my wife, Alicia and I go out on 
the Alabama River or Lake Jordan and 
catch a stringer of crappie like this during 
June, I keep up with where we’ve caught 
the crappie,” Jonathan Phillips explains. “I 
know we can go back to those same places 
almost every day and catch more crappie.” 
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 If I’m vertical jigging, I like 
Slabslobber, a fish attractant that I 
believe causes the crappie to hold onto 
the bait longer. When a crappie takes a 
jig, if you don’t set the hook immediately, 
it’ll spit that jig out within 2 seconds. 
When I’m fishing with jigs, I definitely 
believe Slabslobber helps me catch more 
crappie.

Catching What Kind and How Many 
June Crappie 
 More than likely, the crappie you 
catch in the summertime won’t average 
weighing as much as the crappie you 
catch in the spring and fall. However, 
you’ll still catch some fine crappie this 
month. In Alabama, an angler can catch 
and keep 30 crappie per day. I have 
caught and released 100 crappie before 
during June, only keeping the biggest. 
The best June bite generally occurs 
from just before daylight until 10:00 am 
and then again from 4:00 pm until dark, 
although you can fish the entire day if 
you prefer. 
 A problem you’ll often encounter 
after early morning is the boat traffic – 
generally the heaviest from about 10:00 
am until 4:00 pm. The middle of the day 
is when the most boats, skiers and jet 
skiers are out on the water. If you’ll fish 
in the middle of the week too instead of 
on weekends, you’ll often catch more 
crappie, since fewer pleasure boaters 
tend to be on the water.  

Knowing How Often to Fish a Good 
Spot
 I scout for crappie quite a bit to have 
numerous places to take a party and 
let them catch crappie. However, I can 
return to these same crappie hot spots 
just about every day and catch crappie 
off the same sites I have previously. 
When you’re fishing a main river channel, 
crappie are moving in and out of heavy 
brush all day. The good spots I find to 
catch crappie will replenish themselves 
just about every day. By identifying 
productive June places, those same 

areas probably will yield good crappie 
the rest of the summer. 
 Contrary to popular belief, all the 
crappie in a lake or river don’t die after 
the spawn. There are plenty of nice 
crappie to be caught all summer long. I 
find and catch them, and you can too. 

Contact Info
 To book a crappie trip with Jonathan 
Phillips, contact him at 334-391-9735 or 
at jphillips10482@yahoo.com. To see 
the kind of fish Phillips catches all year 
long, visit his Facebook page at Team 
Phillips Guide Service https://www.
facebook . com/Team-Ph i l l i p s -Gu ide -
Service-935028296557829. 
Slabslobber http://malcomslabslobber.
com
Better Bait http://betterbaitsystems.com
Engel Coolers https://www.engelcoolders.
com
 For more about crappie fishing, see 
John E. Phillips’ Kindle, Create Space 
and Audible books at http://johninthewild.
com/books/#crappie and Nook books at 
www.barnesandnoble.com.

- By John Phillips

JUNE CRAPPIE
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Whitey Outlaw DOUBLE DUTYSam Heaton’s 7-Foot Super-Sensitive
Get back to “Fishing The Basics” with Whitey Outlaw.  This Medium-
Action rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
size crappie.  It’s perfectly balanced with a comfortable foam handle 
for all-day fishing - no reel needed!  It features a tough & lightweight
Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.

The SHSS72n is a spinning rod with the same sensitivity and feel of the
jig pole series.  Improvements include Dyna-Flo guides for smooth line

retrieval,and a cork knob handle for outstanding balance and feel. 
Historically one of the most popular rods on the water, the SHSS72n is

still supple, strong and sensitive.
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Action rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
size crappie.  It’s perfectly balanced with a comfortable foam handle 
for all-day fishing - no reel needed!  It features a tough & lightweight
Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.

The SHSS72n is a spinning rod with the same sensitivity and feel of the
jig pole series.  Improvements include Dyna-Flo guides for smooth line

retrieval,and a cork knob handle for outstanding balance and feel. 
Historically one of the most popular rods on the water, the SHSS72n is

still supple, strong and sensitive.

BNM POLE COMPANY  •  P.O. BOX 231, WEST POINT, MS 39773
WWW.BNMPOLES.COM  •  800-647-6363  •  WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BNMPOLESFISHING

Go Fishing With The B’n’M Pros.
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 “L i ly  pads in the summer can be good f ishing. When i t  gets very 
hot i t  can st i l l  be good. A good place to look is in a th ick,  heavy 
brushpi le or in the pads because they both provide shade. The 
shade is cr i t ical  for  the f ish.
 “Fish three to f ive feet  in the pads is a good place to start .  High 
sun puts them closer to the bottom and t ight  to the pads. One tr ick 
f ishing these is to use a longer pole.  A 12-footer is good but a 13-
foot ul t ra l ight  pole is better to reach out fur ther away from the boat. 
You can hi t  more holes wi thout moving the boat.” 
…Louie Mansf ie ld

Crappie Basics #140

Crappie Basics

Shade, Long Poles and Pads
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 Story & photos by Vic Attardo

With his rake/pole Matt Outlaw reaches 
across the water, placing the curved pointy 
part into a bed of thick weeds and then 
starts scraping, or scratching, the floating 

weeds apart.
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 Story & photos by Vic Attardo

 Matt Outlaw uses a garden rake when 
crappie fishing. Actually what he’s wielding is a 
cross between a rake and a clothes pole. With his 
rake/pole Outlaw reaches across the water, placing 
the curved pointy part into a bed of thick weeds 
and then starts scraping, or scratching, the floating 
weeds apart.
 He continues this procedure until he’s opened 
a space about the size of a hubcap, something big 
enough to lift a large crappie up and through.
 It’s only a perception, I suppose, whether 
Outlaw’s extended crappie rod is longer than the 
rake/pole -- when applied to their respective tasks 
they don’t seem that far apart in length. The funny 
thing is that after Outlaw has inserted a jig in the 
hole he’s just created in the thick weed bed, he’s 
leaning and stretching not that far from the rod tip 
just above the aperture.
 There’s a lot of body English involved in both 
these operations and your sense of balance in a 
small boat should be pretty steady.
 The real fun comes when Outlaw feels the 
slightest twitch on the end of the rod’s short line. 
Then there is no hesitation. There cannot be if 
success is desired. With a swift rod action only -- 
no working of the reel -- he tightens any slack that 
may have wiggled its way onto the line and with a 
power lift he yanks the crappie straight up through 

With his rake/pole Matt Outlaw reaches 
across the water, placing the curved pointy 
part into a bed of thick weeds and then 
starts scraping, or scratching, the floating 

weeds apart.
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that hubcap hole. 
 Yes, success. A gleaming silver-sided 
crappie framed atop the glossy green and 
decaying brown of entangled hyacinths.
 
An Assessment
 It you think this is one of the more 
unusual and preposterous ways to deal with 
shoreline growth, that’s what I originally 
thought. Different, certainly: effective, hell 
yes. And then I got into the raking of the 
leathery hyacinth leaves, finding my way 
around the ungrounded bulb roots and 
string-like filaments beneath the fleshy 
balls and I could see that there was no other 
way to first separate the plants, then open 
a space and finally lift a crappie into the air. 
I watched another boat come along. They 
worked the same trestle area that Outlaw 
and I plied but they didn’t have a hooked 
rake and so were limited to the hyacinths’ 

outer breaks and wider openings. 
 They didn’t do nearly as well as we 
did. 
 Taking a step back (but not off the 
boat) you have to admire the abilities of 
Nature. She has certainly created a plethora 
of aquatic vegetation, a lot of styles and 
a lot of configurations of what fishermen 
unfortunately call, “weeds.” There are 
probably more water-bound green species 
than crappie anglers have devised ways 
to work them. But as inventive anglers we 
keep trying. Outlaw’s rake-and-separate 
methodology, which I’ve since applied to 
other intensely thick or swampy areas from 
Vermont through the South, is just one. I 

Matt Outlaw, right, and Doc Watson, display 
a pair caught by weed-raking around a 

trestle bridge.

WORKING SHORELINE WEEDS
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should say I thrive on studying and then 
mastering new ways to separate fish from 
their liars.
 
Go Heavy
 Along the banks of the St. John’s 
River in central Florida you’ll find alligators 
basking on the bank. Gators don’t bother 
me even though an unsolicited fortune teller 
at a party once declared I would die by the 
bite of a reptile. Scary, but then again I hang 
with a lot of unusual people. But what does 
bother me on the St. John’s are the thick 
shoreline weeds as tough to penetrate as a 
bank’s ATM machine. I’ve stood on the bow 
of low hull boats and cursed those weeds 
so fervently they stood no chance of future 
salvation. Then one day I turned around in 
the boat and asked my partner if he had 
any half or three-quarter ounce jigs.

 “Who uses three-quarter ounce jigs?” 
he asked.
 “I will if it can penetrate these thick 
stems,” I said.
 Us crappie anglers have been brain 
washed into using lightly weighed small 
jigs. We play mainly with 1/16 to 1/4 ounce 
and the like. Larger jigs are just not, at least 
along weed filled shorelines, our normal 
repertoire. I didn’t expect to find any jig so 
large in my friend’s boat. 
 However it so happens that on 
some stop at some tackle shop at some 
place in the wide world he had picked 
up an assortment of jigs in a plastic box, 
mainly because fishermen have a tough 
time passing up the new and unusual and 
because he liked a couple of the multi-
tone colors and undersize hooks. I found 
this assortment in the corner of one of his 

WORKING SHORELINE WEEDS
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The prize. A beautiful crappie caught from 
a green weedbed.

boat’s compartments and there in the box’s 
side slot were two, just two mind you, heavy 
open-hooked white jigs that would smash a 
squirrel’s head if I could deliver them fast 
enough. They were three-quarter ounce 
jigs with an undersize 1/0 hook instead of 
the typical 3/0 for such a weight.
 I tied one, dropped it between the 
stems that would hide a stalking gator, 
or nasty snake, and yanked up a couple 
of really hefty crappie. For over an hour 
I worked those heavy jigs adorned with a 
tube into the deep stems and connected 
with St. John’s crappie that no one else 
was catching, That went on until I lost both 
jigs when their wide gap hooks became 
embedded in the stalks and I couldn’t free 
them on six-pound test. Note to self and 
all other followers of this advice: bring an 
extra spool carrying eight-pound, even ten-
pound test line if you don’t want to loose 
heavy jigs. I did on a subsequent trip to the 
middle St. John’s and because the water 
is so stained the crappie weren’t shy about 
the ten-pound test at all. Pro-like, I caught 
a lot of nice crappie.

The Team Way
 Who says when you’re faced with 
shoreline weeds that you have to work 
into the impenetrable jungle. Sometimes 
you can work the outer edges, or the inner 
line of the outer edge, or the outer edge of 
the inner line for that matter -- just as long 
as there is more open than matted water 
where you’re dropping your jig. 
 That appears to be the way Indiana’s 
dynamic duo of Matt Morgan and Doc 
Watson sometimes do it. Sure they may 
go into the ruff stuff but they certainly don’t 
neglect the easier ruff for the sand trap far 
behind. Then again there may be an open 
channel through all those weeds, a natural 
opening or one recently split apart by an ice 
breaker of another crappie boat. Morgan 
and Watson certainly don’t neglect those.  
 Where we were fishing in central 
Florida the lily pads flowers were still in 

WORKING SHORELINE WEEDS
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their tight buds. A few turtles were bumps 
on the logs. Understand that lily pads, as 
thick and full as they are, don’t compare to 
hyacinth jungles. It’s the difference between 
a garden maize and a dense thicket. 
 But before going any further on the 
ways and means it’s important to note that 
M&W use a special hook to rend them of 
weedy trouble. When using a bare hook and 
minnow they employ an Eagle Claw 214 
ELF. It’s an Aberdeen hook made with light 
wire. Also when using a double minnow rig, 
their line is as heavy as 15-pound test. This 
is their post-spawn rig of the summer and 
fall.
 “If we get hung up, all we have to do 
is bend down, pull up on the main line and 
we’ll straighten the hook, then we bend it 
back.” I can’t remember if it was Matt or 
Doc who said that, does it really matter? 
 This set up is another technique for 
fishing shoreline weeds, and a very cleaver 

one too.
 “With the 15-pound fluorocarbon line, 
the tag end tends to stand out better with 
the light wire hook. With the right size shiner 
(two-and-a-half inches) it looks natural.”
 But M&W also utilize a lighter line and 
a lighter jig when the pads aren’t summer 
tough. Then they apply their “dip it and stick 
it” technique using a 1/16 ounce tube jig.
 All of us crappie anglers have worked 
a lot of shorelines and a lot of weedy shores. 
There are a lot more ways to do it than 
these three techniques, but honestly these 
have been good weed whackers lately.

WORKING SHORELINE WEEDS

- By Vic Attardo
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 Let ’s cook some f i l lets and add a couple of  f ish-enhancing tastes; 
sesame oi l  and soy sauce.
 Histor ical ly,  sesame plants were cul t ivated more than 5,000 years ago 
as a drought- to lerant crop and grew where other crops couldn’ t .  These plants 
grew wi ld in sub-Saharan Afr ica and were one of  the f i rst  processed for oi l 
as wel l  as one of  the ear l iest  condiments.  Sesame was cul t ivated dur ing the 
Indus Val ley Civ i l izat ion (north India) as their  main oi l  crop. I t  was probably 
exported to Mesopotamia around 2,500 BC. 
 Sesame oi l  is  composed of  l inoleic acid,  o le ic acid,  palmit ic acid, 
stear ic acid and other fat ty acids in smal l  amounts.  Despi te sesame oi l ’s 
h igh proport ion of  polyunsaturated (Omega-6) fat ty acids,  i t  is  least  prone, 
among cooking oi ls wi th high smoke-points,  to turn rancid when kept in the 
open. This is due to the natural  ant ioxidants,  such as sesamol,  present in 
the oi l .
 One type of  sesame oi l ,  a pale yel low l iquid wi th a pleasant grain- l ike 
odor and somewhat nutty taste is used as f ry ing oi l .  L ight  sesame oi l  has a 
high smoke-point  and is sui table for  deep-fry ing,
 A second type of  o i l ,  amber-colored and aromat ic,  is  made from pressed 
and toasted sesame seeds. Al though popular in ethnic cooking, i t  is  not 
sui table as cooking oi l  because i t  burns easi ly.  Instead, amber sesame oi l 
is  normal ly added as a f lavor ing agent in the f inal  stages of  cooking.

Sesame-Soy Crappies 
4-6 crappie f i l lets
2 teaspoons canola oi l
1-2 teaspoon soy sauce 
1 teaspoon sesame oi l
2 teaspoons sesame seeds ( toasted)
2 scal l ions,  s l iced diagonal ly (green onions)
Heat canola oi l  in ski l let  over med-high heat (350 F).  Pat f i l lets dry and 
fry 2-3 minutes on one side; turn over for  another 2-3 minutes unt i l  done. 
Add soy sauce and sesame oi l  and gent ly turn to coat both s ides. Place on 
serving plat ter,  pour remaining hot oi l /soy f rom ski l let  over the f i l lets.  Top 
off  by spr inkl ing wi th sesame seeds and scal l ions.

Soy Marinated Crappie
1 1/2 pounds thick s lab f i l lets,  cut  into 2x2- or 2x4- inch chunks
1/2 cup chopped green onions
3 tablespoons minced peeled fresh ginger
1 tablespoons Chinese r ice wine or dry Sherry
2 tablespoons canola oi l ,  d iv ided
1 tablespoon soy sauce
Rinse f ish and pat dry.  Mix green onions, ginger,  r ice wine, canola oi l  and 
soy sauce in 11x7x2- inch glass baking dish.  Add f ish and turn to coat.  Let 
marinate 1 hour at  room temperature. 

Enhance Your Fried Crappies with Sesame and Soy
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ENHANCE YOUR FRIED CRAPPIES

Sesame-Soy Sauce
2 tablespoons soy sauce
1 tablespoons Asian sesame oi l
3 tablespoons sugar
1 tablespoons Chinese r ice wine or dry Sherry
1 tablespoon dark soy sauce
1 whole star anise
1 tablespoons Asian sesame oi l 
2 tablespoons Chinese r ice wine or dry Sherry
1/4 cup chopped green onions
 
 Br ing f i rst  s ix ingredients to boi l  in smal l  heavy saucepan, st i r  to dissolve 
sugar.  Reduce heat to medium and simmer unt i l  sauce is reduced to 1/3 cup, 
about 4 minutes.  Remove sauce from heat and cool .  Remove f ish f rom the 
soy marinade and place on paper towels to drain;  reserve marinade. Pat 
f ish dry.  Heat 14- inch-diameter f lat-bottomed wok over high heat unt i l  drop 
of  water evaporates on contact .  Add remaining 1 tablespoon sesame oi l  to 
wok, then f ish pieces, spreading evenly.  Cover and cook 30 seconds or less. 
Uncover and loosen f ish pieces with a spatula.  Reduce heat to medium and 
cook about 1 minute.  Turn f ish pieces over;  cook 1 minute.  Add remaining 
2 tablespoons r ice wine and reserved marinade from f ish.  Cover and cook 
1 minute.  Remove wok from heat;  let  f ish stand covered unt i l  just  opaque 
in center.  Transfer f ish and sauce from wok to plate.  Dr izzle wi th some 
of sesame-soy sauce and top with onions. Serve at  room temperature or 
refr igerate to serve cold.

Pepper Butter 
 Compound butter is easy to make and adds a f iery tang to f i l lets.  You can 
prepare the condiment in the blender.  This butter is excel lent  wi th crappie 
f i l lets or any other f ish.  I t  a lso goes along splendidly wi th meat and poul t ry. 
Your f ish must be hot so that i t  melts the butter.  This butter preparat ion wi l l 
last  a few days in the refr igerator or several  weeks in the f reezer.  I t  makes 
a tasty topping for vegetables as wel l . 
 
1/2 red bel l  pepper,  cored and stemmed 
1 large clove gar l ic ,  chopped
1/2 teaspoon red wine vinegar
1/2 teaspoon hot pepper sauce
1/2 teaspoon table sal t
8 tablespoons unsal ted butter (1 st ick),  at  room temperature
 
 Set pepper on a steamer rack over boi l ing water,  cover and simmer. 
Steam unt i l  tender,  about 15 minutes.  Remove pepper and cool  to room 
temperature or in refr igerator.  Put cooled pepper,  gar l ic ,  v inegar,  hot  pepper 
sauce and sal t  in blender or food processor.  Blend unt i l  smooth.  Add butter 
and blend unt i l  smooth and very loose. Spoon about 1 tablespoonful  onto 
each piece of  f ish.  To save, rol l  into a log on parchment paper and refr igerate 
or f reeze. To serve, s l ice off  1/4- inch-thick piece and place one on each 
f i l let .
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Tournament Results

COOSA RIVER CRAPPIE CLUB
APRIL 15th LAKE GUNTERSVILLE
1. Ronnie Blease/Chad Hale 13.49
2. Stanley Steed/Gary Stephens 13.36
3. Rodger Absher/Darla Absher 12.15
4. Jerry Culverson/Mike Culverson 11.55
BIG FISH
1. Rodger Absher/Darla Absher 2.38

HOI CRAPPIE CLUB
APRIL 15th BANNER MARSH
1. White Cotton/White Cotton 3.6
2. Merritt/Bachman 1.1
3. Anderson/Anderson 1.09
4. Fimer/Boward 0.6

CRAPPIE USA
APRIL 21st - 22nd GREEN RIVER LAKE
AMATEUR DIVISION
1. Arnold Patterson/Kenny Patterson 14.03
2. Wayne Goodall 13.75
3. Terry Barker/Joseph Diaferia 13.09
4. Kyle Levering/Dwayne Craig 12.51
5. Robert Matheny/Samuel Franke 12.46
PRO DIVISION
1. David Jones/Corey Thomas 15.54
2. Kris Mann/Terry Mann 15.01
3. Donnie Burris/Dennis Yates 14.95
4. Lynn Cochran/Nathan Cochran 13.68
5. Robert Harris/Roy Cape 13.68
BIG FISH
1. Joe Long/Brandon Meltzer 1.85
2. Robert Harris/Roy Cape 1.85
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Tournament Results

CENTRAL ILLINOIS
APRIL 22nd LAKE DECATUR
1. York/Roberts 9.59
2. Carr/Carr 7.55
3. Goodbrake/Goodbrake 6.69
4. Markwell/Townsend 6.09
5. Peck/Price 5.85
BIG FISH
1. Goodbrake/Goodbrake 1.61

CRAPPIE MASTERS
APRIL 22nd LAKE EUFAULA
1. Charles Bunting/Travis Bunting 10.84
2. Josh Gowan/Alex Rude 10.39
3. Beau Wilkins/Dillon Hackler 10.29
4. Andy Blizzard/Brian Young 9.83
5. Tom Snyder/Corey Carter 9.59
6. Dan Dannenmueller/Garrett Steele 9.46
BIG FISH
1. Beau Wilkins/Dillon Hackler 1.87
MALE/FEMALE
1. Josh Gowan/Alex Rude 10.39

MIDDLE TENNESSEE
APRIL 22nd WOODS RESERVOIR
1. Terry Spray/Tyler Spray 8.37
2. John Wells 7.61
3. Coby Edwards/Rodney Edwards 6.61
4. Robert Baker/Larry Britton 6.49
5. Tracy Farmer/Toby Ivey 5.3
BIG FISH
1. John Wells 2.01
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Tournament Results

NORTHEAST GEORGIA
APRIL 22nd RUSSELL PARK
1. Kevin/Dakota 5.99
2. Rodney Page and son 3.96
3. Brian & Audrey Jenson/Matt Nor-
ton 3.82
4. Matt Sipper/Hunter Sipper 2.13

NORTHEAST OHIO
APRIL 22nd MISQUITO LAKE
1. Jim/Tim 8.26
2. Shawn/Jeff 7.13
3. Dan/BOB 7.11
4. Brock/Brian 7.7.8
5. Bill/Jim 7.7.2

GRAND LAKES CRAPPIE SERIES
APRIL 23rd GRAND LAKES  
1. John Pruitt/Bruce Menchofer 9.32
2. Mark Puthoff/Mike Schroyer 8.45
3. Jeff Toben/John Andreoni 7.88
4. Jack Hartings/Nick Pleiman 7.78
5. Joe Vanover/Jamie Longsworth 7.07

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
APRIL 23rd CARLYLE LAKE
1. Mettler/Dant
2. Dial/Dixon
3. Hamson/Bennett
BIG FISH
1. Hamson/Bennett 1.87

CRAPPIE MASTERS
APRIL 28th - 29th KENTUCKY/BARCLAY LAKES
1. Jonathan Grant/Jackie Matheny 24.12
2. Mike Sheppard/Tony Sheppard 21.17
3. Steve Coleman/Ronnie Capps 19.91
4. Tony Grooms/TJ Grooms 19.89
5. Paul Turner/Elizabeth Turner 19.76
BIG FISH
1. Monty McWilliams/David Davidson 2.58
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Tournament Results

ADULT/YOUTH
1. Mark Arnold/Olivia Arnold 16.95
MALE/FEMALE
1. Paul Turner/Elizabeth Turner 19.76

CRAPPIE USA
APRIL 28th - 29th GRAND LAKES/ST MARYS
AMATEUR DIVISION
1. Mike Shroyer/Mark Puthoff 17.75
2. Kerry August/Brian Bollenbacher 16.35
3. Brad Bailey/Roy Dagley 15.86
4. Randy Waterman/Garrett Water-
man 15.52
5. Stacy Morphis/Antwan Roberson 14.46
PRO DIVISION
1. Jim Freeman/Doug Freeman 16.63
2. Troy Zimmerman/Jeff Toben 16.36
3. Zach Fishbaugh/Mike Fishbaugh 15.56
4. Kyle Grunden/Herbert Grunden 15.15
5. Kyle Schoenher/Rodney Newhaus 14.75
BIG FISH
1. Mike Shroyer/Mark Puthoff 1.68

CENTRAL ARKANSAS
APRIL 29th LAKE DARDENELLE
1. Greg London/Russ Clarke 10.25
2. Scott Black/John Williams 9.97
3. Dustin Harris/Kelley Graham 9.94
4. Jason Westerberg/Jim Westerberg 9.72
5. Chris Head/Hunter Collie 9.54
BIG FISH
1. Thorpe Breashears/Laurel 
Breashears 2.4

NORTHEAST OHIO
APRIL 29th WEST BRANCH
1. Sean/Jeff 6.11
2. Ron/Rick 6.08
3. Eric/Brian 5.3
4. Brock/Brian 4.3
5. Dave/Tyler 4.1
BIG FISH
1. Brock/Brian 1.72
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Tournament Results

MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB
APRIL 29th ENID LAKE
1. David Thornton/Shelton Culpepper 12.6
2. Rick Moody/Shane Moody 12.04
3. Hugh Krutz/Steve Stevenson 11.68
4. Clint Egbert/Jeremy Aldridge 11.43
5. Bill Barnett/Morey Foley 11.31
BIG FISH
1. Hugh Krutz/Steve Stevenson 2.48

SHOALS CRAPPIE
APRIL 29th PICKWICK
1. Rick Robinson/Kevin McCarley 8.27
2. Keith Dodd/Darrell Keil 7.64
3. Joe Lambert 6.44
BIG FISH
1. Rick Robinson/Kevin McCarley 1.78

WAPPAPELLO
APRIL 29th WAPPAPELLO
1. Lweis/Chaillard
2. Carl/Clark
3. Owens/Harty

CRAPPIE MASTERS
MAY 5th - 6th ALABAMA RIVER
1. Jonathan Phillips/Alicia Phillips 23.89
2. Billy Williams/Scott Williams 23.03
3. Collier Hunt/Ken Fisher 22.66
4. Kent Williams/Christie Williams 21.85
5. Eric Cagle/Jared Gilber 21.51
BIG FISH
1. Collier Hunt/Ken Fisher 2.34
MALE/FEMALE
1. Jonathan Phillips/Alicia Phillips 23.89
ADULT/YOUTH
1. Gerald Overstreet/Ann Overstreet 18.64
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Tournament Results

CRAPPIE USA
MAY 6th MISSISSINEWA/SALAMONIE
AMATEUR DIVISION
1. Daniel Paul/James Paul 4
2. Bob Land/Steve Jeffers 3.79
3. Patrick Stone/Kevin Walters 2.96
4. Joseph Rosinski/Luther McDonald 2.86
5. Montie Moore/Dan Taflinger 1.87
PRO DIVISION
1. Ron Bilbray/Tom Hankins 3.18
2. Kris Mann/Terry Mann 2.58
3. Joe Carter/Janette Carter 2.05
4. Myron Etchison/Gale Risner 1.82
5. Don Licht/Bob Raymer 1.7
BIG FISH
1. Ron Bilbray/Tom Hankins 0.92

HOI CRAPPIE CLUB
MAY 6th EVERGREEN LAKE
1. Dan Whitecotten/Brent Whitecot-
ton 4.12
2. Cody Bachman/Adam Merritt 4.1
3. Jeremy Stoddard/Dustin Harper 4
BIG FISH
1. Cody Bachman/Adam Merritt 1.3

NORTHEAST GEORGIA
MAY 6th GILLS POINT
1. Derrick Fulton and Wife 10.1
2. Kevin Johnson/Dakota Duncan 5.11
3. Matt Sipper/Daniel Carey 5.9
BIG FISH
1. Derrick Fulton and Wife 2.3

CENTRAL ILLINOIS
MAY 7th LAKE SHELBYVILLE
1. Coleman/Folmer 4.18
2. Lawson 4.08
3. Goodbrake/Jordan 3.86
4. Fermanian/Barnes 3.42
5. Roberts/Phillips 3.31
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Tournament Results

CHATTANOOGA
MAY 7th CHESTER FROST PARK
1. Jim Minor/David East 10.07
2. David Stephens/David Elliott 9.65
3. Tommy Whitt Sr/Tommy Whitt Jr 9.17
4. LeBron Wingo/Garrett Wingo 8.99
BIG FISH
1. Jim Minor/David East 1.91

GRAND LAKES CRAPPIE SERIES
MAY 7th GRAND LAKES  
1. Jim Freeman/Doug Freeman 6.02
2. Charlie Hildreth/Myron Etchisor 5.63
3. Jeff Toben/John Andreoni 5.57
4. Jack Hartings/Nick Pleiman 5.33
5. Brian Shaffer/Trevor Wuebler 4.1

CENTRAL ALABAMA
MAY 13th LAKE JORDAN/BONNERS POINT
1. Jonathan Phillips/Alecia Phillips 10.69
2. Roger Brown/Mike Deas 10.52
3. Jared Gilbert/Eric Cagle 9.98
4. Travis Black/Nic Brooks 8.21
5. Wade Mcdonald/Mary Mcdonald 7.81
BIG FISH
1. Trey Wells 1.85
YOUTH
1. Wyatt Phillips 10.69
MALE/FEMALE
1. Jonathan Phillips/Alecia Phillips 10.69

CRAPPIE MASTERS
MAY 13th REND LAKE
1. David Cox/Steve Hockett 10.33
2. Shane Cappel/Jesse Shoemake 9.26
3. Sean Drury/JP Onhiser 9.01
4. Lee Beuhnerkemper/Tyler Branden-
burg 8.74
5. Josh Dudley/Jason Dudley 8.68
BIG FISH
1. Randy Phelps/Matt Morris 2.16
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Tournament Results

MALE/FEMALE
1. Jackie Linton/Holly Linton 7.11
ADULT/YOUTH
1. Mike Melton/Daniel Melton 6.33

INDIANA SLAB MASTERS
MAY 13th LAKE FREEMAN/SHAFER
1. Jim Long/ Robert Williams 8.63
2. Joe Rosinski/Luther McDonald 8.19
3. Jason Shingler/Mike Arnold 7.86
4. Noel Thomson/Iyonna Klimczyk 7.45
5. Jim Wilson 7.23
BIG FISH
1. Bob Lands/Steve Jeffers 2.03

NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB
MAY 13th PYMATUNING
1. Ben/Harrison 10.11
2. Bob/Bob 10.1
3. Bill/Chad 9.1
4. Brad/Mark 9.08
5. Sean/Jeff 8.1
BIG FISH
1. Ben/Harrison 2.3



CRAPPIE CALENDAR

JUNE 3rd KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB PERRY LAKE CLUB
JUNE 3rd  CAT TEXAS LAKE LEWISVILLE JR ANGLER TOURNAMENT
JUNE 3rd CENTRAL ARKANSAS PECKERWOOD/LAKE DES ARC CLUB
JUNE 3rd CENTRAL ILLINOIS LAKE SHELBYVILLE CLUB
JUNE 3rd - 4th INDIANA SLAB MASTERS MISSISSINEWA/SALAMONIE SUPER EVENT
JUNE 3rd- 4th NORTEAEST OHIO CRAPPIE MOSQUITO LAKE 2 DAY-CLUB
JUNE 9th - 10th MAGNOLIA TBD CHAMPOINSHIP
JUNE 10th EASTERN MISSOURI MARK TWAIN LAKE 4hOLE-3 FISH
JUNE 10th CENTRAL ALABAMA ALABAMA RIVER/SWIFT CREEK CLUB
JUNE 10th FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB NEWMANS CLUB
JUNE 10th NORTEAEST OHIO CRAPPIE PYMATUNING LAKE CLUB
JUNE 11th CHATTANOOGA CHESTER FROST PARK CLUB
JUNE 16th MIDDLE TENNESSEE NORMANDY CLUB/NIGHT
JUNE 16th - 17th CRAPPIE MASTERS TRUMAN LAKE ONE POLE ULTIMATE CHALLENGE
JUNE 17th CAT TEXAS RICHLAND CHAMBERS QUALIFIER
JUNE 17th CENTRAL ARKANSAS LAKE MAUMELLE CLUB
JUNE 17th HOI CRAPPIE CLUB DAWSON LAKE OPEN
JUNE 17th OKLAHOMA CRAPPIE TRAIL TENKILLER CLUB
JUNE 17th WAPPAPELLO WAPPAPELLO LAKE CLUB
JUNE 18th EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE SERIES LAKE PALESTINE CLUB
JUNE 23rd - 24th AMERICAN CRAPPIE TRAIL SARDIS LAKE CLUB
JUNE 24th FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB FLORAL CITY HWY 48 CLUB
JUNE 24th  INDIANA SLAB MASTERS LAKE MONROE CLUB
JUNE 24th SHOALS CRAPPIE LITTLEBEAR CLUB
JULY 1st KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB DORADO CLUB
JULY 8th CENTRAL ARKANSAS BLUE MOUNTAIN LAKE CLUB
JULY 8th FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB HARRIS CHAIN BUZZARD BEACH CLUB
JULY 9th EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE SERIES LAKE PALESTINE YOUTH DAY
JULY 14th MIDDLE TENNESSEE NORMANDY CLUB/NIGHT
JULY 15th CAT TEXAS LAKE FORK QUALIFIER
JULY 15th WAPPAPELLO WAPPAPELLO LAKE CLUB
JULY 22nd SHOALS CRAPPIE ANY B.C.D.A. LAKE OPEN
JULY 22nd MIDDLE TENNESSEE NORMANDY CLUB/NIGHT
JULY 29th CENTRAL ARKANSAS LAKE NIMROD CLUB
JULY 29th EASTERN MISSOURI MARK TWAIN LAKE JACK & Jill

AUGUST 5th KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB TURTLE CREEK CLUB
AUGUST 5th CRAPPIE MASTERS MARK TWAIN LAKE 2nd Leg Mo State Champoinship
AUGUST 11th - 12th AMERICAN CRAPPIE TRAIL TRUMAN LAKE CLUB
AUGUST 12th WAPPAPELLO WAPPAPELLO LAKE CLUB
AUGUST 12th WILLIAMS CREEK LAKE FORK 2 PERSON DRAW-5 FISH
AUGUST 12th - 13th EASTERN MISSOURI TRUMAN LAKE CLUB
AUGUST 13th EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE SERIES LAKE PALESTINE CLUB
AUGUST 19th CAT TEXAS LAKE O THE PINES QUALIFIER
AUGUST 19th CRAPPIE MASTERS TRUMAN LAKE Final leg Mo St. Championship
AUGUST 19th MIDDLE TENNESSEE TIMS FORD CLUB
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CRAPPIE CLUBS

Club Contact FACEBOOK
AMERICAN CRAPPIE TRAIL Matt Morgan Facebook
BAYOU STATE CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION Brandon Jennings Facebook
CAPITOL CRAPPIE CLUB Austin Kneeskern Facebook
CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION RICK Eudy Facebook
CENTRAL ALABAMA CRAPPIE CLUB Dan Dannanmueller/Jonathan Phillips Facebook
CENTRAL ARKANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB Jason Westerberg Facebook
CENTRAL ILLINOIS CRAPPIE CLUB Joe Schrader/Greg Foley Facebook
CHATTANOOGA CRAPPIE CLUB Mike Johnston/Jim Edmister Facebook
CRAPPIE ANGLERS OF TEXAS JAY Reve Facebook
CRAPPIE MASTERS Mike Valentine Facebook
CRAPPIE USA Darrell Van Vactor Facebook
CRAPPIENUTZ MS Robert Smith/Joe Faircloth Facebook
EAST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB Facebook
EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE SERIES Creekside sports-903-849-2634 Facebook
EASTERN MISSOURI CRAPPIE CLUB Steve Perotto Facebook
FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB Darrell Cole Facebook
GRAND LAKE CRAPPIE SERIES OH Jeff Facebook
HOI CRAPPIE CLUB Chad Anderson Facebook
INDIANNA SLAB MASTERS Joe Long/Damon Phillips Facebook
KANSAS CITY CRAPPIE CLUB Hoe Bragg/Frank Haidusek Facebook
MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB Michael Nowell/Roger Womack Facebook
MIDDLE TENESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB Toby Ivey Email
NORTHEAST GEORGIA CRAPPIE Kevin Strong Facebook
NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB Dan Elko/Robert Elko Website
OKLAHOMA CRAPPIE TRAIL Darrell and Brian Facebook
PEACH STATE CRAPPIE CLUB Robert Smith Facebook
RIPPN' LIPZ Jimmy/Jessica Walters Facebook
SHOALS AREA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATON Keith Dodd Facebook
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CRAPPIE Chad Hamson Facebook
SLABMASTERS TOURNAMENT TRAIL Jamie Moore/Dan Sidle Facebook
SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB IL Jerry Jallas/Rick Montooth Facebook
WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIE CLUB MO Facebook
WILLIAMS CREEK CRAPPIE CLUB Danny Kemp/Bob Parkinson Website
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1st Place
Michael Collison Lake Erie, Ontario

Black Crappie 1lbs 12oz.  13-3/4” long
White Crappie 1lbs 1oz  11-7/8”
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Don’t forget to send in your 
recent photo by the 15th.

Crappie NOW e-magazine 
accepts color digital images for 
publication. A single photo will 
be selected after the 10th of 

each month for the next month’s 
edition. The winner will be 

contacted via email with prize 
information.

Check out www.crappienow.com 
for more details.

Runner Up
Corey Coursey 

Johnthan Creek on KY 
Lake 19 1/4 inches, 

weigh 3.8
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by Jonny Hawkins
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GOOD-BYE FROM CRAPPIENOW STAFF


