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Fishermen are blessed with
beautiful mornings like this
one.
Tim Huffman photo.

December marks the
end of fall and the year. It
is also a family gatherings
month and the celebration
of our savior ’s birth.
Crappie fishing can be
spectacular in the fall. I love
fishing this time of year,
especially when the water
temperatures dips below 60
degrees. This fall has been
awesome for some large, slab crappie. The feed
is on and the cooler water temperatures allow
the crappie to move with the shad so the fish
can fatten up for the winter.
Fall is also the time for the fishing industry to
announce company changes and new products.
This year we have seen some big changes for
sure. It was just announced that Garmin acquired
Navionics. Also, Lew’s purchased Strike King.
The biggest is the Bass Pro Shops purchase
of Cabalas. All three can produce some market
shifts and new products for crappie fishing in
the future.
Existing companies are releasing new 2018
crappie products that you will want to consider
for Christmas gifts the crappie fisherman in your
family (along with yourself). I would recommend
the new BnM Pow-R-Troller rods, Bobby Garland
Pile Divers, Driftmaster adjustable stem rod
holders and the new series of Roadrunners.
Garmin is releasing the new Ecomap Plus series
of electronics that are priced for most budgets
but feature full large unit capabilities. All of
these and many others may be seen on their
respective websites.
I hope and pray that all of you have a
blessed Christmas!!! All of us at Crappie Now
wish safety, fun, laughter and joy for you and
your family in this season. I am proud to be an
American!
God Bless,
Dan Dannenmueller, Publisher
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How the Winners Fished. It’s All About Man-Made Structure
by Ron Presley

C
rappie tournaments always offer
a challenge of one kind or another. This

year’s Crappie USA (CUSA) Classic
on Kentucky and Barkley Lakes was no
different. A cold front moved in to test the
skills of competing anglers with rain, wind
and cold temperatures.
The 2017 Cabela’s Crappie USA
Classic began its third decade of providing
crappie anglers with a year ending
championship. The trail has provided
anglers, sponsors and communities with
crappie fishing opportunities for 21 years.
This year’s CUSA Classic featured 370
anglers from 15 states competing for a
total prize packet of more than $126,000.
This year, as in years past, the
anglers stepped up to the challenge and
delivered plenty of crappies to the scales.
Some teams reported catching more than
200 fish during the two-day event. The
challenge was not to find fish, but to find
big fish.
“Kentucky/Barkley
lakes
have
historically posted some of the biggest
weights on the trail,” offered Crappie USA
Operations Manager, Darrell Van Vactor.
“There’s never a shortage of big old slab
crappie on Kentucky and Barkley Lakes.
Now it does change from year to year.
We will have years when it’s all about
Kentucky Lake and Barkley doesn’t even
finish in the money.”
“Occasionally you have a year like
this one when Barkley is hot. The Barkley
anglers rolled in and nearly took it all this
year. It is good to see that we have a

good year class on Barkley of 15 ½ to 16
½ inch fish.”
Barkley did shine in 2017. Most high
placing teams, in both the Semi-Pro and
Amateur Divisions, fished on Barkley
Lake and they fished over structure that
they had made and placed themselves.
Semi-Pro Division: The Winning Strategy
When crappie anglers talk about
fishing structure in Kentucky/Barkley lakes
they may be fishing brush piles, pallets,
commercially made artificial trees, stake
beds or other sunken wonders. The semipro winners and runners up at this year’s
CUSA Classic are much more specific.
When they are fishing structure, they are
fishing man-made stake beds.

“Occasionally you have a year
like this one when Barkley is
hot.”
First place went to the team of Jim
Freeman and Garrett Bridges. They tallied
a two-day total weight of 18.20 pounds to
take top honors in the Semi-Pro Division.
The Eddyville, KY team finished just 0.18
ounce ahead of the second-place team
of Henry and Jo Haley who had 18.02
pounds.
Man-made cover on Barkley Lake
produced the winning bag for Freeman
and Garrett. They make their beds by
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driving stakes vertically in the mud to
create cover for the fish. They say the
key to their success was having different
beds in different locations.
“Practice helped a lot,” said
Freeman. “We needed to find out whether
the fish were deep or shallow. We did the
basic run through in shallow water and
then moved out into deeper water. We
tried shallow and deep at different times
of the day to see if there was a morning
bite or an afternoon bite and what time of
day and what depth of water that bite was
on.”
“We narrowed it down after two or
three days of practice so we knew what
we needed to do to compete. It was just a
matter of whether we were locked in deep
or if we were locked into 10 feet of water,
or locked into 3 feet of water.”
Practice fishing revealed to Team
Freeman/Bridges that the good fish were

Jim Freeman and Garret Bridges wins the
Semi-Pro division.
relatively shallow. They tipped jigs with
minnows and vertical jigged to catch their
winning fish in 3 to 5 feet of water. They
did not catch the numbers of fish others
did, but they caught solid fish.
“We knew we had to be around the
right kind of fish,” explained Freeman.
“We didn’t catch a lot of fish. We just
tried to target fish that we thought might
compete.”
“Practice was the most significant
thing,” confirmed Bridges. “We eliminated
a lot of areas that we knew we didn’t need
to fish. By eliminating some bays we knew
where we needed to spend our time, and
that’s what we did.”
“It was a tough bite,” offered Freeman.
“When we came in with 9.75 pounds and
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Henry and Jo Haley are shown here
with Darrell Van Vactor as they receive
their second place awards. They also
won the Top Male/Female award and the
Sportsman of the Year award.
was in first place, that was saying that
Kentucky Lake and Barkley Lake are both
fishing tough. Very tough. Historically you
are looking at 20 to 22 pounds in the fall
of the year to be competitive, to win it.”
Second place on the semi-pro side
went to long time tournament anglers
Henry and Jo Haley. They also fished
Barkley Lake and they also fished their
own stake beds. The Haley’s construct
their stake beds and sink them instead of
driving stakes in the mud as Freeman and
Bridges do.
“We don’t fish any brush piles, joked

Henry. “We get hung in them. We fish
stake beds. It’s no secret, we fish built
‘mater’ stake beds, as in tomato stakes.”
“Mater” is a Tim Ridley term,” clarified
Jo. “There is a funny story behind that, for
another time.”
“We will get hung up two or three
times on a brush pile,” said Henry. “Today
we got hung up two or three times total.
That ain’t very much. With a stake bed
everything is straight up. You run a jig
through there and it doesn’t hang very
often. It’s not like that old brush.”
“What we are doing is target fishing,”
explained Henry. “We are spider rigging,
but we are spider rigging a target. We’re
not just out there in the middle of nowhere.
We are fishing multiple poles, usually in a
built stake bed. We caught a couple fish
yesterday on minnows, but never put one
on today. We did use Crappie Nibbles with
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our jigs. We used a variety of jigs today.”
“Our fish were all the same size,”
reported Jo. “It was a lot of the 11 and12
inch fish. We really had a hard time culling.
We had a couple of decent fish over the
weekend, but for the most part ours was
just kind of an even keel.”
“I think the weather may have had an
impact on the bite today,” continued Jo.
“We caught a lot more fish yesterday. But
that’s typical of the weather pattern. We
were fishing ahead of the front yesterday
and today turned cold and we were fishing
on the front. That’s just the way it is. That
is a typical crappie slowdown. It is usually
better ahead of the front.”
“And the bite was really soft,” said Jo.
“That’s an important point,” chimed in
Henry. “We didn’t get those good old BAM
bites. That line would just go slack. That
was it. You had to be ready.”

T.J. Todd and Brian Hatch fished Kentucky
Lake to earn top honors in the Amateur
Division.
“We lost a couple fish,” said Jo. “We
usually don’t. Most of our fish came from
12 to 15 feet. We didn’t fish anything more
than 17 feet. Regardless, there has got to
be structure there.”
“We fish a single hook,” said Henry.
“One jig on a line. Today, it was somewhat
windy and we just fished 4 poles. A lot of
times we just fish 3. Sometimes we think
you are better off to do a good job with 2
then to do a poorer job with 3.”
“If it gets really windy we may be
fishing with one pole in hand,” added Jo.
“We have done that many times.”
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Roger Milby and Rodger Brown claimed
the second spot in the Amateur Division.
Amateur Division – The Winning Strategy
T.J. Todd and Brian Hatch snatched
the gold ring in the Amateur Division with
17.88 pounds. They fished Kentucky
Lake, south of the Leatherwood Resort,
in 5 to 6 feet of water.
“We were in open water,” reported
Todd. “We were spider rigging stake mats
that we had built over the years.”
The team speculated that the bigger
fish were chasing shad in the shallower
water.
“It was too windy on Friday, but on
Saturday we could actually see the shad
flipping,” said Todd. “We had not seen
any shad for a while.”
“Most of our fish came on straight
minnows, but we did catch fish on Strike

King Sausage Heads with lime and
chartreuse skirts. We did not catch a lot
of fish, probably 11 keepers on Friday and
maybe 12 on Saturday.
Second place in the Amateur Division
was the Alabama team of Roger Milby and
Rodger Brown with a total weight of 16.82
pounds.
“We fished the north end of Barkley,
reported Milby. “We were targeting our
fish on flats off of creek ledges and the
ledges themselves. Before the front we
were catching fish on Jenko Mermaid
Midnight jigs tipped with Berkley Nibbles.
When it turned cooler we got more bites on
straight minnows, but the jig still worked
for the bigger fish.”
“We fished in 5 to 8 feet of water,
just off bottom,” added Brown. “We used
double jig/minnow rigs on half the rods
and plain minnows on other half.”
“I think a big factor in our game plan
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was going with the wind and using our Corn
Field Drift’R Paddles and chains to slow
us down in the shallow water. We used
the trolling motor very little,” concluded
Brown.
Final Comments
Kentucky and Barkley Lakes produced
a lot of crappie for the 2017 CUSA Classic.
The winning teams however did not catch
a lot of fish, but the right fish.
Congratulations to the Crappie USA
organization as they embark on their
third decade of successful tournament
trail fishing. And congratulations to all
the anglers who qualified and fished the
Classic.

- Ron Presley

Championship Top 10
Semi-Pro Division
18.20 Jim Freeman and Garret
Bridges
18.02 Henry and Jo Haley
16.59 Mark Arnold and Billy Arnold
16.33 Bart Gillion and Tony Hughes
16.16 Roy Logan and Wade
Hendren
16.00 Richard Hughes and George
Hughes
15.87 Harold Maddux and Brian
Oldham
15.84 Tony and Michael Shepard
15.05 Kris and Terry Mann
15.04 Ronnie Capps and Steve
Coleman

Championship Top 10
Amateur Division
17.88 T.J. Todd and Brian Hatch
16.82 Roger Milby and Rodger
Brown
16.07 Roy “Doc” Holladay
15.38 Brently Smith and Colton
McCalister
14.62 Dwayne Craig and Johnny
Clary
14.37 Cody England and Brent
William
13.93 Dewayne and Robert McCord
13.73 Brett and Robert Luther
13.55 Clarence and Jeff Harris
13.46 Daniel and Barry Cash
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by John E. Phillips

“T
ony Adams, who will be your fishing
guide, assures me he’s found a spot where

y’all should be able to limit out on crappie in 2
hours, and on your way to that spot, Tony will
put-out jugs to catch catfish,” Mayor Jack Tibbs
of Eufaula, Alabama, explained before my trip.
Adams arrived in Eufaula to take a new
job in 1989 and started fishing for crappie and
building and sinking fish attractors in Lake
Eufaula. Today because Adams has 250 spots
he can fish successfully and rarely, if ever, does
he find anyone fishing those same places, he
catches crappie weighing 3/4- to 2 pounds
each. Here’s a look at Adams’ fishing tactics to
help you catch more crappie where you fish.
Build and Sink Fish Attractors
“I build my reefs out of 5-gallon buckets,”
Adams explains. “I cut river cane and put those
canes in a bucket, leaving about 10-12 feet
sticking out of and above the bucket. Then I mix
up and pour concrete into the buckets. At the
locations where I’ll put these artificial reefs, I’ll
generally place three buckets in the same spot.
By building these buckets during the week, I
can take the new buckets with me every time I
go fishing and create a new reef. They’re easy
to load and unload out of the boat, they stand
up straight on the bottom, and I sink these
buckets in 20 feet of water. This way, the cane
stands up at 8-10 feet off the bottom, and that’s
the depth where I catch most of my crappie all
year long.”
Use Three-Rod Set-Ups
When Adams had located the spot we’d
fish for crappie, he had three rod holders set-

up on the front of his boat and three on the
back of the boat. He told me, “I have two rods
rigged for tight-line fishing, and one rod rigged
up with a slip bobber, but I don’t put the stopper
in that slip bobber. I let the line go through the
bobber and use the bobber as a strike detector.
I fish with one to two, No. 4 size shot lead(s),
depending on the wind, up the line, and a No.
6 wire crappie hook about 8-10 inches below
the lead with 4-6-pound test line, depending on
how thick the cover is where we’re fishing.
“If I use a bobber stopper and fish 8-10
feet deep, when I try to reel up the crappie,
the bobber stopper will hit the top guide on my
rod, and I’ll have to pull the crappie in by hand.
By not using the bobber stopper, I can reel up
the crappie all the way to the surface and then
swing it into the boat. Another advantage to not
using a bobber stopper is that it allows you to
see a strike that you may not be able to see, if
you’re just watching 4-6-pound test line.
“When a crappie takes a bait, even if you
get a light strike, that bobber will move. If the
crappie pushes the bait to the left, the right,
forward or backwards, you can see the bobber
move. The line will move slightly in one of those
four directions and will move the bobber in the
direction in which the crappie is swimming.
Even if the crappie doesn’t push the minnow,
if that fish just comes up and sucks in the bait,
you’ll be able to see that light strike when the
bobber moves or twitches. On a very bright
Tony Adams of Eufaula, Alabama, holds
two limits of crappie caught in 2 hours of
fishing.
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locate them, see what kind of structure is there,
and learn the sizes of crappie holding there.
I’m strictly a structure fisherman and search for
underwater trees and logs and places where
the current has piled-up limbs, sticks and
brush.”
As I looked at Adams’ new Humminbird
Helix 12 depth finder, he pointed out the trees
and brush on the bottom of the lake and
hundreds of small dots on the screen that were
crappie. According to Adams, “These crappie
are holding on the edge of an underwater creek
channel that runs into the main river channel
with a bottom 20-feet deep. I’ve got all the
spots I like to fish highlighted in green on my
depth finder. Then I can see the bottom better,
using that green overlay. Notice that you can
see several different trees underwater at this
site, and I have the trees where I’ve caught the
most crappie tagged as waypoints. This place
has underwater trees and brush, and I’ve built
and sunk artificial reefs here also to increase
the number of crappie it’ll hold.”

Crappie weighing 3/4 - 2 pounds is what
Tony Adams considers keeper crappie.
day, oftentimes seeing 4-6-pound-test line and
knowing when you’re getting a crappie strike is
hard. But with the bobber, I can spot every time
the crappie even breathes on the minnows and
set the hook.”
Adams says he can learn at what depth
the crappie are feeding and where he needs to
fish that day by using several rods. “Early in the
morning the crappie at Lake Eufaula usually
bite at 6 – 10 feet, but later when the sun’s up,
we may have to fish our baits at 10 - 14 foot
deep to catch them.”

Fish Active Small Shiner Minnows at the
Correct Depth
Although Adams says that minnow size
generally doesn’t matter, he still prefers to
fish smaller shiner minnows rather than larger
minnows and explains, “I like my minnows to
be very active, and that’s why I keep the water
so cool in the minnow buckets.”
Adams has a unique way of measuring
his line, so his minnows will fish at the depths
he prefers.
“I lay the lead on the line over the side of
my boat,” Adams reports. “I pull my rod straight
up as high as I can reach, with the bale open,
because I know that I’ve just let out 8 feet of
line. I flip my bale on my spinning reel, lower my
rod tip down and put my rod in the rod holder.
If I want to fish 10 feet deep after letting out 8
feet of line, I’ll lower my rod tip until it almost
touches the water and pull off about 2-more
feet of line.”

Identify Structure with a Quality Depth
Enjoy Kid Fun
Finder
In two hours, Adams and I had our crappie
Adams mentions that Lake Eufaula has,
limits,
and we returned to the boat ramp to pick
“Plenty of productive places to fish for crappie,
but you must have a very-good depth finder to up 7-year-old Mason Mogren. While Adams
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Fish attractors like these are an important
part of successful, consistent crappie
fishing. These use 5-gallon buckets, wild
cane and concrete.
baited Mogren’s hooks, took crappie off and
put them in the live well, Mason reached his
limit of 30 keeper crappie in 45 minutes. Next
Mason helped Adams and I pick up our catfish
jugs with just over 100 pounds of catfish on
them. Then we went back to the boat ramp,
and I headed home with a cooler full of crappie
and catfish fillets.
I’ve never caught as many crappie and
catfish or had as much fun as that day on Lake
Eufaula.
The good news is that Adams can
produce that kind of day of crappie fishing at
almost any time of the year.
Contact Tony Adams at 334-688-7505
or tony.adams@marvins.com, and see photos
of his fish on his Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/tony.adams.5477).

- John E. Phillips
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T
hings many fishermen take for
granted – something as simple as getting

into a boat – are a bit complicated for Terry
Saldeen.
Saldeen, a partial quadriplegic, spends
his life in a motorized wheelchair. But that
doesn’t stop him from going crappie fishing on
Truman Lake in west-central Missouri. It’s just
… well, complicated.
While able-bodied fishermen just hop
into a boat, Saldeen relies on a high-tech lift to

Story & photos by Brent Frazee

remove his heavy wheelchair from the back of
his truck. Then after his wife or another ablebodied helper backs his pontoon boat into the
water, he uses a ramp he designed to get on
board.
By now, though, that’s routine for
Saldeen, 57, who lives in Warsaw, Mo. He has
been paralyzed since he was 14, when he was
injured in a diving accident on the Mississippi
River. At the time, he said, “I was too ornery to
let it slow me down.”
Today, he follows the same mantra. He
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is an avid crappie fisherman and
even runs the Fat Slabs Guide
Service. He caters to other disabled
fishermen, striving to show them
that they can do many things they
never envisioned. Like reeling in a
slab crappie.
“I took a woman who was
a full quad out fishing,” Saldeen
recalled. “I had her use an electric
reel, and she just had a great time.
She had a smile that was ear to
ear.
“She said, ‘I had no idea I
could do this.’ “
Saldeen has shown many
disabled people that they indeed
can accomplish big things in a
fishing boat.
“I try to instill in people that if
you want something bad enough,
you can do it,” he said. “You can’t
Guess what Terry Saldeen’s favorite color of tube jig is
wallow around in self-pity.
when he fishes murky Truman Lake? Yes, it’s chartreuse.
“I’ve taken a lot of disabled people
fishing and we’ve had a great time.”
But Saldeen’s clientele is
After Piers steered the boat to a bluff
made up of more than just the disabled. He where he and Saldeen had caught fish the
also guides able-bodied fishermen, many of day before, Saldeen glanced at the fish finder
whom stay at the Reel and Trigger Resort that and announced, “They’re still here.”
Saldeen’s wife manages.
He made a short cast with a bright“Some of them are a little skeptical at colored tube jig and let it sink to the level
first,” he said with a laugh. “They think that just where he had marked fish and was greeted
because I’m in a chair, I can’t get around.
with a sharp tap.
“But I change their mind on a hurry when
He set the hook and pulled a 10-inch
we start catching fish.”
crappie to the surface. That was the first of
Saldeen requires the assistance of an many he and Piers caught before the wind
able-bodied person, usually his wife, Lisa. became too strong and they had to change
While she is recovering from rotator cuff locations.
surgery, his friend, Mike Piers, has been
“I fish year-round here on Truman,”
assisting.
Saldeen said. “We’ll be out here in January,
But make no mistake, Saldeen does the when it’s freezing cold, but we’ll catch fish.
guiding. He sits in his wheelchair at the bow
“This is a fantastic crappie lake. It’s one
of his pontoon boat, with his fish locator and of the best in the Midwest.”
trolling motor in front of him. He uses a remote
Saldeen has several tackle boxes full
control to run the motor and get customers of bright-colored tube jigs he drops into the
over brush where he is marking fish.
brush and flooded timber on Truman. But there
Even in a wheelchair, he is remarkably always are two constants: one of the hues in
mobile in the boat. “This wheelchair will spin the multi-colored tubes has to be chartreuse
on a dime,” he said.
(black and chartreuse and red and chartreuse
Saldeen has caught a lot of big crappies are his favorites). And he has to attach a
out of that chair. Consider a trip in mid-October.
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Crappie Nibble to the hook.
“These Crappie Nibbles work,” he said.
“They have increased my catch by 50 percent
on this lake.”
Barry Chadd of St. Joseph, Mo., is one
of Saldeen’s many customers who are sold on
his ability to guide fishermen to big crappies.
Chadd, an incomplete quadriplegic
himself, called the Reel and Trigger Resort
several years ago to find a guide for him and his
able-bodied granddaughter. He immediately
knew that Saldeen was a perfect fit.
“We had two things in common: We
were both disabled and we both loved to catch
crappies,” said Chadd, 57, of St. Joseph, Mo.
The group went out at night and fished
under floating lights that Saldeen put out. And
they caught a limit of crappies, some of them
the slabs that inspired the name of Saldeen’s
guide service.
“What really impressed me was how

Swinging a crappie into the boat is part of
the fun of any crappie trip. Here, Saldeen
gets in on the fun.
good he was in helping my granddaughter,”
Chadd said. “She caught some big fish that
night and she was excited.”
Chadd has been coming back ever
since.
Saldeen grew up fishing for crappies
in Iowa. He lived only a mile and a half from
the Mississippi River and he was constantly
traveling there to fish, even after his accident.
He discovered Truman by accident when
he was looking on the internet for places to
fish. He and his wife traveled to Missouri and
immediately fell in love with the timber-filled
reservoir.
He made a deal with the owners of the
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Reel and Trigger Resort to rent a cabin for
several months while he fished there. That
was 10 years ago, and he and his wife have
never left. He opened his guide service in
2011 and he has a loyal following.
These days, Saldeen guides three or
four times a month and helps his wife Lisa run
the resort.
“If you’re a crappie fisherman, this is a
great place to live,” he said. “It took me a while
to learn how to fish here. In Iowa, we did a
lot of casting. Here, you have to do a lot of
pitching.
“There are too many trees and brush
under the water to make a long cast. You’ll be
hung up all the time if you do that.”
Saldeen suffered a heart attack in 2017,
and he was off the water while he recuperated.
But by the fall, he was back fishing for crappies
and enjoying life.
“When my mom was dying, she told me
“You’ve gone through a lot of tough times, but
you never let it get you down,’ “ Saldeen said.
“And that really touched me.

Chair Ramp: Terry Saldeen uses a ramp
to get aboard his pontoon boat before
embarking on another guide trip. He doesn’t
let his disability hold him back when he goes
crappie fishing on Truman Lake. A partial
quadriplegic, he is has spent the last seven
years guiding customers to big fish out of his
pontoon boat.
“I try not to feel sorry for myself. I have
a great wife who is the best caregiver you
could ask for, we love to fish together and we
manage a resort that we love.
“Really, I consider myself pretty lucky.”
Contact Info: Fat Slabs Fishing Guide
Service on Facebook or call 660-723-1469.
Reel and Trigger Resort on Facebook or
contact at 660-438-2580.
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- Brent Frazee

HOW TO?

Crappie Now - How To
Bait Styles Related to Techniques
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Crappie Basics #151

More Efficiency…Less Equipment & Tackle

I’ve seen it many times…a boat so loaded with equipment and tackle it’s an
obstacle coarse getting from the seat to the front or back deck. The more crowded a
boat the less efficient it will be.
I hear the jeers and objections right now, but the truth is that giving yourself more
room in the boat is both safer and makes a better fishing rig.
The problem is that most fishermen want to have everything with them they
“might” need. That could be an extra set or two of poles for various techniques, boxes
of different baits, sinkers, jigheads and special items like planer boards. Everything
adds up when added to necessary items like lifevests, safety equipment, cooler, etc.
The cure is to not try to take all the stuff you own. Decide which technique you’ll
be using and only take the poles, baits and equipment you need. Clear and organize
the boat. That doesn’t mean spotless clean but rather removing tackle and clutter
that isn’t critical for the trip.
The problem is that sometimes you may wish you had something additional with
you in the boat. It will happen. But I guarantee it would happen no matter how much
you carry in the boat. The advantage far outweighs the disadvantage.-TH
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by Jonny Hawkins
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TIP OF THE MONTH
by Barry Morrow

“I like to jig. I’m not as good at pushing,
or spider rigging, but I try to be the best I can
be. I’ve noticed as I’ve gotten older that my
peripheral vision isn’t as good as it use to be. I
saw something one time that gave me an idea
for my poles.
“I put two beads together with a little one
in between to help me see the end of my pole
and therefore bites. They also make a clicking
sound.
“I use a 12-pound main line and just run
the beads through it between the tip and the
next eye. I like red beads that are cut instead
of smooth because it reflects a little better
making it easier to see. Believe it or not, the
least little tap will rattle those beads a little
just enough that you can hear the hit. If you
happen to be looking away when you get a hit
it just brings your eyes straight to the rod that
has the hit. It may not be the best but it helps
me in the tournaments and helps my clients
on a trip.”
Barry Morrow has many tournament
wins, won the Crappie Masters Missouri State
Championship and is a top guide on Truman
Lake. www.barrymro.com; 660-723-2667.

Glass beads tied from the tip to first guide
add a clicking rattle and visual indicator.
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Cool gear that’s catching!
Mr. Crappie Premium Line
s Low memory; high abrasion resistance
s Special softeners for superb performance
s HiVis, Camo and Clear - 4, 6, 8 and 10 lb.
s Available in Mega Spool and Mega Bulk

Mr. Crappie Spinning Reels
s Strong graphite body and rotor
s Double anodized aluminum spool
s Zero Reverse one-way clutch

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Rods
s Premium graphite blanks s Lightweight EVA grips s Aluminum oxide guides

Mr. Crappie Slab Shaker Spinning Combo
s Smooth 2-ball bearing system
s Thin, compact gear box
s Pre-spooled with Mr. Crappie HiVis line
s Graphite composite rods with split grip handle
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www.mrcrappie.com

HOW TO?

Crappie NOW - BnM Rod and
Reel for Vertical Jigging

BnM_HPageCNOW2015_Layout 1 11/10/14 2:39 PM Page 1

Go Fishing With The B’n’M Pros.

Sam Heaton’s 7-Foot Super-Sensitive

The SHSS72n is a spinning rod with the same sensitivity and feel of the
jig pole series. Improvements include Dyna-Flo guides for smooth line
retrieval,and a cork knob handle for outstanding balance and feel.
Historically one of the most popular rods on the water, the SHSS72n is
still supple, strong and sensitive.

FISHING

Whitey Outlaw DOUBLE DUTY

Get back to “Fishing The Basics” with Whitey Outlaw. This MediumAction rod is for big heavy hybrid bream, monster shellcrackers & any
size crappie. It’s perfectly balanced with a comfortable foam handle
for all-day fishing - no reel needed! It features a tough & lightweight
Graphite Blank, and one tip eyelet, with one reinforced Tie Down Guide.

BNM POLE COMPANY • P.O. BOX 231, WEST POINT, MS 39773
WWW.BNMPOLES.COM • 800-647-6363 • WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BNMPOLES
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Crappie Basics

Crappie Basics #152

Recreational Vs
Tournament Fishing

Three basic differences separate recreational and tournament
fisherman.
First, the mental. Recreational fishing means there is little pressure to
catch numbers or specific size although the goal is obviously to do both.
Catching is a huge bonus to a fun day outdoors but not required.
A tournament fisherman has pressure to find big fish. Competition
immediately adds a factor of pressure from practice time through the final
minute of the tournament. A tough bite is the ultimate challenge to staying
mentally focused and positive.
The second difference is physical. A recreational fisherman can go as
slow or fast as they want. A trip can be a simple two hour trip or a runand-gun ten hour chase. When weather is too windy, hot or cold it can be
moved to another day.
A tournament fisherman has to get in the wind, rain, cold and heat.
Practice is required and tournament days are scheduled so weather doesn’t
make a difference. Five hard days of practice and tournament fishing can
be physically difficult with many miles of travel, lack of sleep and hours
fishing in the elements.
Number three is economics. A competitive national tournament
fisherman needs a big boat for safety and stability. It requires a big rig to
pull it. Electronics, equipment and tackle can lead to a very large financial
investment.
Recreational fishing can be as economical or expensive as desired.
Fishing smaller, snag-filled waters are great for a small boat. One good
jigging pole, a few baits and trolling motor is all required to catch fish.
As waters increase in size the boat size, electronics and equipment for
open water tactics increase. However, it’s up to the fisherman the level of
seriousness.
Recreational fishermen enjoy the sport at different levels. Tournament
fishermen enjoy the thrill of competition. Both choices can be fun based
upon seriousness and goals. -TH
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A Spicier Christmas – Crappie Étouffée

Étouffée is a dish found in both
Cajun and Creole cuisine typically served

selected one that is fairly simple and
will make a splendid Christmas dish and
some sides to round out your festive meal,
with shellfish over rice. In French, the Creole-style.
word étouffée literally means “smothered,”
which is a good way to describe our Crappie Étouffée
Christmas recipe. Although other forms
2 pounds crappie fillets
of seafood may be used, a true étouffée
1 cup butter
should be made with crawfish. While
2 cup onion, chopped
gumbo is made with a dark roux, étouffée
2 cup celery, chopped
is made from a lighter, thicker and spicier
1 cup bell pepper, chopped
roux.
1 tablespoon flour
There are many variations of
Salt to taste
étouffée. It can be made with any shellfish
Red pepper to taste
such as crab or shrimp; or even fish. Now
Black pepper to taste
think crappie for Christmas¬.
Garlic powder to taste
Depending on who is making it and
Dash of paprika for flavor and color
where it is being made it is flavored with
1 cup green onion tops, chopped
either Creole or Cajun seasonings. It is
Dash of soy sauce
important to note that although Creole
Rice (follow directions for six to eight
and Cajun cuisines are distinct there are servings)
many similarities. The Creole version is Sauce: Melt butter in skillet at medium
made with a blonde or brown roux and heat. Add onion, celery, bell pepper;
sometime tomatoes are added.
simmer until tender. Add flour, salt, red
Roux (pronounced ru) is a substance pepper, black pepper, garlic powder and
created by cooking wheat flour and fat paprika. Stir until blended. Add green
(traditionally butter). It is the thickening onion tops and soy sauce and then stir
agent of three of the mother sauces until onion tops are slightly softened. Lay
of classical French cooking: béchamel fillets in pan. Cover with sauce. Simmer
sauce, velouté sauce, and espagnole until fish flakes, about 10 minutes. Serve
sauce.
over fluffy cooked rice.
In Cajun cuisine, roux is made with 		
bacon fat or oil instead of butter, which Tomato Pie
tends to burn if not watched carefully. Oil
9-inch piecrust		
lends much richness of flavor and dark
2 to 4 tomatoes
brown color, however it has less thickening
Dash seasoning		
power. Use butter but watch it.
1/2 teaspoon basil
Creole, a blond roux, is cooked,
1/8 cup chopped fresh chives
stirring constantly, for approximately 20
1/4 cup mayonnaise
minutes to remove the raw flavor of the
1 cup cheddar cheese 		
flour and to add a slightly nutty flavor, Heat pie crust to 425 degrees for 5
while a brown roux is cooked longer (30 minutes. Slice tomatoes thickly to cover
to 35 minutes) to deepen the color and bottom of piecrust and sprinkle with Dash
flavor.
seasoning. Sprinkle basil and chives over
Of the many recipe variations, I’ve tomatoes. Mix mayonnaise with cheddar
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COOKING & TIDBITS
cheese spread over the top to seal
1 thickly sliced pound ring smoked
tomatoes. Put in oven for 30 to 35 minutes beef and pork sausage
at 400 degrees.
10-ounce undrained can tomatoes
with green chilies
Christmas Morning Jambalaya Grits
1/2 cup uncooked regular rice
2 tablespoons bacon grease
Sort and wash beans. Combine beans,
2 tablespoons flour
water, ham hock, onion, garlic, and salt
1/2 cup chopped onion
in a large Dutch oven. Bring to a boil.
1 chopped green pepper
Cover, reduce heat to medium, and cook
1/2 cup chopped celery
45 minutes. Add sausage, tomatoes with
1 cup quick grits crumbled
green chilies, and rice. Cover, reduce heat,
1 cup peeled and chopped fresh and simmer 1 hour, stirring occasionally.
tomatoes
Remove ham hock, shred ham from
1 cup ground ham
bone with a fork, and return ham to bean
Cooked bacon
mixture.
In a heavy skillet, heat bacon grease and
gradually add flour, stirring constantly until Scalloped Pineapple
roux becomes light brown. Add onion,
This is a divine dessert when served
green pepper, and celery and cook 5 warm with whipped cream; the taste is
minutes. Cook grits according to package very much like a pineapple upside down
directions and add to roux. Add tomatoes cake.
and ham. Sprinkle with bacon and serve
2 cups sugar
immediately.
2 sticks butter (1/2-pound)
3 eggs beaten
Southern Beans and Rice (to go with
16-ounce can crushed pineapple
leftover ham)
4 cups white bread crumbs
1 1/4 pounds dried pinto beans
Cream sugar and butter together. Add
7 cups water
eggs and mix well. Add pineapple to
1 small ham hock
mixture. Add bread crumbs and stir well.
1 chopped medium onion
Bake in a Pyrex dish for 1 hour 15 minutes
2 minced cloves garlic
at 350 degrees.
1/2 teaspoon salt
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Tournament Results

OCTOBER 15th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

GRAND LAKES

Jeff Toben/John Andreoni
Jim Freeman/Doug Freeman
Mark Puthoff/Mike Shroyer
Ryan Kennedy/Scott Sipe
Dustin Christman/AJ Mast

OCTOBER 18th - 21st
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

GRAND LAKES CRAPPIE SERIES

AMERICAN CRAPPIE TRAIL
LAKE OF THE OZARKS

C.Bunting/T.Bunting
K.Mueller/W.Cooper
R.Brown/S.Beckman
D.Muench/S.Watson
K.Schoenherr/R.Newhaus

17.59
17.38
16.89
16.33
16.18

BIG FISH
1. K.Mueller/W.Cooper

OCTOBER 21st
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.81

MIDDLE TENNESSEE CRAPPIE
CLUB
WOODS RESERVOIR

Joey Davis
Larry/Robert
Terry/Tyler
Rodney/Coby
Toby/Tracy

7.52
6.8
6.61
6.03
5.68

BIG FISH
1. Joey Davis

1.71
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Tournament Results

EAST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB

OCTOBER 21st
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

FT LOUDON LAKE

Wayne Darnell/Ricky Keener
Scott Baines/Cory Gerlach
Eric Fenstemaker/Janet Fenstemaker
Darren Caughron/Tracy Caughron
Scott Bunch/Neil Alvis

7.66
7.36
7.32
6.59
6.51

BIG FISH
1. Wayne Darnell/Ricky Keener

OCTOBER 21st

2.32

WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIE CLUB
Wappapello Lake

1. Walker/McGowen
2. Botch/Botch

8.39
6.66

BIG FISH
1. Botch/Botch

OCTOBER 26th - 28th

1.25

CRAPPIE USA
KENTUCKY AND BATCLAY LAKES

AMATEUR DIVISION
1. TJ Todd/Brian Hatch
2. Roger Milby.Rodger Brown
3. Roy “Doc” Holladay
4. Brently Smith/Colton McAlister
5. Dwayne Craig/Johnny Clary
PRO DIVISION
1. Jim Freeman/Garrett Bridges
2. Henry Haley/Jo Haley
3. Mark Arnold/Billy Arnold
4. Bart Gillon/Tony Hughes
5. Roy Logan/Wade Hendren

17.88
16.82
16.07
15.38
14.62
18.2
18.02
16.59
16.33
16.16

BIG FISH
1. Joseph Rosinski/Luther McDonald

OCTOBER 28th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2.17

FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB
LAKE TARPON

George/Tim
John/Nick
Tony/Ricky
James/Tony
Marvin/Laura

9.58
8.52
8
7.13
7.62

BIG FISH
1. Tony/Ricky
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1.1

Tournament Results

OCTOBER 28th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB
SANDUSKY LAKE

Brad/Brandon
Shawn/Jeffrey
Coby/Wes
Gary/Eric
Bob/Dan

7.11
6.14
6.9
6.48
6.18

BIG FISH
1. Brad/Brandon

OCTOBER 28th
1.
2.
3.
4.

1.82

SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB
LAKE SPRINGFIELD

Zach Pierce/Sam Wright
Rick Montooth/Brad Ruyle
Greg Humphrey/Luke Humphrey
Mike Rockford/Danny Rockford

6.57
5.75
5.62
5.43

BIG FISH
1. Greg Humphrey/Luke Humphrey

OCTOBER 28th - 29th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.34

BEAVER LAKE CRAPPIE ASSOC.
BEAVER LAKE

Payton Usery/Tiffany Usery
Brian Trolinger/Cameron White
Todd Stange/Clay Johnson
Gary Usery/Tucker Bradley
Cody Usery

14.84
11.79
11.76
10.62
8.2

BIG FISH
1. Todd Stange/Clay Johnson

1.68
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Tournament Results

OCTOBER 29th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS CRAPPIE CLUB
LAKE SHELBYVILLE

Clifton/Sarko
F.RevellJr/J.Revell
F.Revell Sr/D.Revell
Shoppell/Knight
York/Roberts

7.43
6.94
6.75
6.57
6.45

BIG FISH
1. F.Revell Jr/J.Revell

NOVEMBER 4th

1.44

CHATTANOOGA CRAPPIE CLUB
CHESTER FROST PARK

1. Mickey Henshaw/Thomas Henshaw
2. Mike Johnston/Allison Johnston
3. Bryan Cordell/Aiden Cordell

9.12
8.44
7.99

BIG FISH
1. Mickey Henshaw/Thomas Henshaw

NOVEMBER 4th

1.97

COOSA RIVER CRAPPIE CLUB
LOGAN MARTIN

1. Stanley Steed/Leonard Steed
2. Steve Buckley/Allen Payne

9.71
8.7

BIG FISH
1. Stanley Steed/Leonard Steed

NOVEMBER 4th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.59

TWIN LAKES CRAPPIE CLUB
FISH ANYWHERE/OPEN

Tony/Mike
Chris/James
Tanner/Emmit
Danny/Sammy
Cliff/Jerry

9.66
8.97
8.67
7.5
7.38

BIG FISH
1. Tony/Mike
2. Chris/James

2.06
2.06
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Tournament Results

NOVEMBER 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
BADIN LAKE

Duke/Hookstettler
Eudy/Koontz
Sprouse/Wilson
Montgomery/Walser
Hawkins/McGuirt

11.33
10.96
10.58
10.23
9.68

BIG FISH
1. Eudy/Koontz

NOVEMBER 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

2.03

FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB
SANTE FE LAKE

Jeff Brown
Ricky Williams
Darryl/Terri
Tim/George
Al/Alan Green

11.08
8.12
7.09
6.15
6.13

BIG FISH
1. Ricky Williams

NOVEMBER 11th

2.04

KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
PERRY LAKE

1. Hobbs/Bevan
2. Morgan/Still/Roberts
3. Eustice/Beckstrom/Randy

8.15
7.15
7.02

BIG FISH
1. Eustice//Beckstrom/Randy

NOVEMBER 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

1.61

MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB

Ray Williams/Dawn Williams
Terry Stewart/Cole Stewart
Rabbit Rogers/Pat Jeffcoats
Eddie Truhitt/Jacob Wiggs
Bob Robinson/Elizabeth Robinson

13.19
12.19
12.11
11.63
10.77

BIG FISH
1. Eddie Truhitt/Jacob Wiggs
2. Ronald Wade/David Wade

2.33
2.33

32 Crappie NOW December 2017

Tournament Results

NOVEMBER 11th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

PEACH STATE CRAPPIE CLUB
OCONEE

Jonathan Stanton/Paul
David Allen/Tony Allen
Warren Keily/Mike Davis
Troy Thiel/Tony Thiel
Darren Carson/Ricky Layton

10.25
9.03
8.95
8.45
8.02

CRAPPIE CALENDAR
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
DEC
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN
JAN

2nd
KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
2nd
TWIN LAKES CRAPPIE CLUB
2nd
FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB
9th
BEAVER LAKE CRAPIE ASSOC.
9th
CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOC.
9th
CHATTANOOGA
9th
CRAPPIE NUTZ
9th
FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB
9th
MAGNOLIA
16th
EAST TN CRAPPIE CLUB
16th
MIDDLE TENNESSEE
16th
PEACH STATE
16th
SOUTHWEST MISSOURI
16th
WAPPAPELLO
6th
PEACH STATE
6th
SOUTHWEST MISSOURI
7th
CHATTANOOGA
13th
CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOC.
13th
CRAPPIE NUTZ
13th
MAGNOLIA
20th
BEAVER LAKE CRAPPIE ASSOC.
20th
EAST TN CRAPPIE CLUB
20th
WAPPAPELLO
26th - 27th CRAPPIE MASTERS

MARION LAKE
TWIN LAKES
LAKE ROSALIE
HICKORY CREEK MARINA
WATEREE LAKE
CHESTER FROST PARK
BLACKSHEAR
CRESCENT LAKE
WASHINGTON
DOUGLAS LAKE
NORMANDY
JACKSON
LAKE OF THE OZARKS
WAPPAPELLO LAKE
SINCLAIR
LAKE OF THE OZARKS
CHESTER FROST PARK
WYLIE/EBENEZER
HARDING
OKATIBBEE
BEAVER LAKE
WATTS BAR LAKE
WAPPAPELLO LAKE
ST JOHNS RIVER
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CLUB
CLASSIC
CLUB
CHALLENGE
CLUB
CLUB
OPEN
CLASSIC
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
FISH OFF
CLUB
CLUB
OPEN
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
1st LEG OF FL ST. Championship

CRAPPIE CLUBS
Club

AMERICAN CRAPPIE TRAIL
BEAVER LAKE CRAPPIE CLUB
CAPITOL CRAPPIE CLUB
CAROLINA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATION
CENTRAL ALABAMA CRAPPIE CLUB
CENTRAL ARKANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
CENTRAL ILLINOIS CRAPPIE CLUB
CHATTANOOGA CRAPPIE CLUB
CRAPPIE ANGLERS OF TEXAS
CRAPPIE MASTERS
CRAPPIE USA
CRAPPIENUTZ MS
EAST TENNESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB
EAST TEXAS CRAPPIE SERIES
EASTERN MISSOURI CRAPPIE CLUB
FLORIDA CRAPPIE CLUB
GRAND LAKE CRAPPIE SERIES OH
HOI CRAPPIE CLUB
INDIANNA SLAB MASTERS
KANSAS CRAPPIE CLUB
MAGNOLIA CRAPPIE CLUB
MIDDLE TENESSEE CRAPPIE CLUB
NORTHEAST GEORGIA CRAPPIE
NORTHEAST OHIO CRAPPIE CLUB
OKLAHOMA CRAPPIE TRAIL
PEACH STATE CRAPPIE CLUB
SHOALS AREA CRAPPIE ASSOCIATON
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CRAPPIE
SOUTHWEST MISSOURI CRAPPIE
GA SLABMASTERS TOURNAMENT TRAIL
SPRINGFIELD CRAPPIE CLUB IL
TWIN LAKES CRAPPIE CLUB
WAPPAPELLO CRAPPIE CLUB MO

Contact

Link

MATT MORGAN

FACEBOOK

PAYTON USERY

FACEBOOK

AUSTIN KNEESKERN

FACEBOOK

RICK EUDY

FACEBOOK

DAN DANNANMUELLER/JONATHAN PHILLIPS

FACEBOOK

JASON WESTERBERG

FACEBOOK

JOE SCHRADER/GREG FOLEY

FACEBOOK

MIKE JOHNSTON/JIM EDMISTER

FACEBOOK

JAY REVE

FACEBOOK

MIKE VALENTINE

FACEBOOK

DARRELL VAN VACTOR

FACEBOOK

ROBERT SMITH/JOE FAIRCLOTH

FACEBOOK

MATT

FACEBOOK

CREEKSIDE SPORTS-903-849-2634

FACEBOOK

STEVE PEROTTO

FACEBOOK

DARRELL COLE

FACEBOOK

JEFF

WEBSITE

CHAD ANDERSON

FACEBOOK

JOE LONG/DAMON PHILLIPS

FACEBOOK

JOE BRAGG/FRANK HAIDUSEK

FACEBOOK

MICHAEL NOWELL/ROGER WOMACK

FACEBOOK

TOBY IVEY

FACEBOOK

KEVIN STRONG

FACEBOOK

DAN ELKO/ROBERT ELKO

FACEBOOK

DARRELL AND BRIAN

FACEBOOK

ROBERT SMITH

FACEBOOK

KEITH DODD

FACEBOOK

CHAD HAMSON

FACEBOOK

KERRY YATES

FACEBOOK

JAMIE MOORE/DAN SIDLE

FACEBOOK

JERRY JALLAS/RICK MONTOOTH

FACEBOOK
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FACEBOOK
FaceBook

Missouri’s Great Flood of 1993:
Revisiting an Epic Natural Disaster

Kenny Kieser, accomplished award-winning outdoor writer and photographer,
used his talents to create a written and photographic journal of the major flood of
1993, what many call the 500-year Missouri flood.
This book covers the history and the personal stories of those who survived and
rebuilt. The book details how the flood happened, specific disasters including Hardin
Cemetery, towns, farms, the Great Sheep Flotilla, a flooded town becoming a Hollywood set, German Town and much more.
Kieser’s book won an Excellence in Crafts Award, and in 2016 the St. Joseph
Museum built a flood exhibit based on his book.
Order from: Kenneth L Kieser, 1041 N.W. South Shore Drive, K.C. MO 64151.
Hard cover $35; Soft cover $25 (includes shipping).
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RECRUITING, RETAINING AND REACTIVATING ANGLERS GAINING MOMENTUM

R
ecruiting, retaining and reactivating
(R3) anglers and boaters is continuing to gain

momentum, both in helping to reach the 60
in 60 goal and in working to secure valuable
funding for state conservation programs. It’s
RBFF’s vision that every state agency has
an R3 strategic plan integrated throughout
their agency, at least one R3 coordinator
on staff, contributes funding to R3 success
and provides continuing education for
marketing and R3 efforts. To further assist
state agencies in their R3 efforts, RBFF
is pursuing additional resources and
continuing education opportunities by hiring
a consultant to assist state agencies with
R3 planning and by partnering with other
organizations to train R3 coordinators and
practitioners.
In the coming months, RBFF will be
able to partner with state agencies to provide
consultant services to help develop state
R3 plans. Services provided could include
facilitation of R3 planning workshops with
agency staff, review and input on draft
R3 plans and/or development and writing
of a comprehensive R3 plan for the state
agency, following RBFF’s R3 Plan Guiding
Document.
Additionally, RBFF, the Council to

Advance Hunting and the Shooting Sports
(CAHSS) and the Wildlife Management
Institute (WMI) are partnering with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s National
Conservation Training Center (NCTC)
and the Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies’ (AFWA) Management Assistance
Team to provide R3 training opportunities.
The organizations are currently developing
R3 training opportunities that will work to
enable current and future R3 coordinators
and practitioners to enact successful
R3 strategies in their agencies. Training
is being developed based on feedback
collected from state and federal agencies,
and could include topics such as customer
engagement, strategic planning and
evaluation training.
“NCTC is delighted to continue to
participate in the R3 effort and to assist
in developing training opportunities and
enhancing our partnership across agencies
in an effort to develop quality outdoor
programming for the benefit of all,” said Jay
Slack, NCTC Director.
More information on this opportunity
will be shared with our state agency partners
in the coming months. If you have any
questions, please contact Dave Chanda, VP
of State Agency Engagementor Stephanie
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CRAPPIE KIDS
Hussey, State R3 Program Director.
RBFF has also created a comprehensive
destination for all R3 information and
resources. We encourage all stakeholders
to take advantage of all the free resources
available on this page in the RBFF Resource
Center.
RBFF’s Impact on the Industry
Did you know that for every $1 RBFF
spends, $48 is generated for the economy?
It’s true. Through RBFF’s consumer outreach
campaigns, partnerships with state agencies,
grant programs and more, RBFF is driving
revenues that contribute much-needed funds
to conservation programs across the country.
With the fishing and boating community
already making significant progress toward the
60 in 60 goal, RBFF’s efforts are more needed
than ever. With every angler representing a
$2,500 opportunity, reaching the 60 in 60 goal

could bring a $35 billion increase in economic
contributions from anglers.
As the United States continues to become
more diverse by the day, inclusion will be key
to our success as an industry. RBFF is leading
the charge with its multicultural messaging
and focus on females and youth anglers. This
has led to new participants skewing young
and female, and resulted in an 11% increase
in Hispanic participation and a 3% increase
in youth participation. You, too can get
involved by using RBFF’s free resources like
multicultural images, event planning materials
and a Spanish translation guide, all available
in the RBFF Resource Center.
So, as we continue on our path to reach
60 million anglers, we thank our valuable
partners who have backed us so far and ask
for even more support as we push for more
participation, and more revenues for our
partners.
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1st Place
Dave Miller
17 inch crappie caught
November 17th, Bull Shoals
Lake, using 1/16th oz. Road
Runner and Bobby Garland
swimming minnow
Don’t forget to send in
your recent photo by the
15th.
Crappie NOW e-magazine
accepts color digital images
for publication. A single
photo will be selected
after the 10th of each
month for the next month’s
edition. The winner will be
contacted via email with
prize information.
Check out www.crappienow.
com for more details.
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Runner Up
Jeff Strametz
Calero Reservoir in San Jose CA

Runner Up
Kerry Yates
Bull Shoals Lake, Missouri
2.54 lbs. 15 1/2”

Runner Up
Leslie (aka ARTIST) Thomas
Lake Houston, Houston,tx
39 Crappie
Weight was 2.27 lbs, 17 inches
long NOW December 2017
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